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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 



Civilization in its progress has ever followed 
the direction of light ; it arose far Eastward ; 
gradually it shone over Greece, then Rome; it 
culminates over Western Etu'ope ; and, even now, 
its morning light is upon America, while the land 
it first enlightened is sinking into darkness. 

There seems to have been always an instinct in 
the minds of thoughtful men, that there was a great 
continent westward; a New World, ready to receive 
the overflow of the burden of humanity that pressed 
upon the Old. " Atlantis " long ago expressed 
a consciousness of such a want, and a belief that it 
would be supplied. Strange to say, this prophetic 
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feeling was responded to by the inhabitants of the 
unknown world : among the wild and stern Mic- 
Macs of the North, and the refined and gentle 
Yncas of the South, a presentiment of their coming 
fate was felt. They believed that a powerful race 
of men were to come " from the rising sun," to 
conquer and possess their lands. 

The theories of old Greece and Roman Spain 
became stories ; stories became tradition ; tradition 
became faith, and Columbus assumed his mission : 
in him the old " Westering" instinct amounted to 
an inspiration ; he burst his way through the 
Unknown to the known ; he revealed to us a world 
rich in all that we required, a world abounding in 
capabilities, deficient only in mankind. 

Then the necessity of the Old World foimd 
relief; Europe rushed forth to colonize — each 
nation according to its character — leaving for ever 
the stamp of that character impressed upon its 
colony. Spaniards, led to the New World by 
the lust of gold, soon sacrificed their America 
to slavery. Englishmen led thither by the 
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love of liberty, consecrated their new soil to 
Freedom. England in the new world was 
England still; striving, earnest, honest, and suc- 
oessfuL A mistake in policy changed Englishmen 
into Yankees, but British blood, and, for the most 
part, British principles, remained. 

These we bequeathed to our revolted colony : 

retiring Northward, we were content to rest 

our Western Empire on the banks of the St. 

• Lawrence, in the modem Canada, — the ancient 

HOCHELAGA. 

It is not only where our banners wave, where 
our laws protect, where our national faith assures, 
that we are to look for "England in the New 
World." In the minds of our brethren of the 
United States, in their institutions, in their actions, 
in their motives — ^there — everywhere that our 
language is spoken — ^we can trace our own. 

And such is the object of this work : its Author 
speaks of Canada with almost affection — of the 
United States with cordiality — but his chief interest 
throughout, is the relation that these countries bear 
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to his own ; the influence that the latter exercises 
upon them. 

Let not the reader suppose, however, that these 
volumes contain mere political essays ; the Author 
has rightly judged that the picture of a people is 
best given by traits of daily life, of the humour, the 
poetry, and the passions that characterize them. 

It is not the province of an Editor to criticize, 
it is not his privilege to praise, but he may be 
generously excused for saying a few words in 
behalf of an adopted work, that has had none of 
the advantages of paternal care. 

The Author is far away, in the lands of which 
these volumes treat ; but every page will tell that 
his heart is still at home. The name of England, 
her prosperity, her character for honour and 
righteous dealing, are dearer to the lonely traveller 
than his own. Here, in the calm shelter of otSt 
English homes, this lover-like feeling may seem 
dormant ; there is nothing to strike the fire from 
the flint : but, in other lands, among the jealous 
strictures of rival nations, the feeling is ever pre- 
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domiDant : let it be pardoned to the Author, if it 
should seem too prominent. His nationality has at 
least never betrayed him into an ui^nerous remark 
upon Ammcans ; he acknowledges their virtues, 
he rejoices in their iNX)sperity, he confesses their 
power; but he fearlessly laughs at their foibles, 
and denounces their crimes. 

One word more, and the Editor leaves Hoche- 
laga to be judged on its own merits. This work — 
• whatever else it may be — is work : it contains no 
hastily-written, crude impressions, but the deeply- 
tested convictions of an earnestly-inquiring mind. 
The first few chapters may not seem to argue this ; 
but in books, as in conversations, our national 
habits of reserve seem to exercise their influence : 
on first introduction to the reader, a light and 
general tone will generally be found in English 
works, that only deepens into earnestness and 
confidence as we proceed : we create, or hope to 
create, sympathies, and on these we lean more 
confidently as we trust that they increase. 

The Editor would fain be permitted one word of 
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apology for the office he has undertaken. He is 
far from presuming on the kind reception he 
has gratefully experienced from the puhlic, by 
supposing that his name would be a recommenda- 
tion to these volumes. But it seemed essen- 
tial that an anonymous work, so full of asser- 
tions and statements, should have some name, 
however humble, to be responsible for their tone 
and truth. That responsibility the Editor under- 
took for his friend with confidence, before he 
had perused his pages ; he now maintains it with 
pride. 

In a word — as a hiunble friend may be the 
means of introducing an eminent stranger to 
society, the Editor takes the liberty of presenting 
to the public a work far worthier than his own. 

E. W. 



105, Piccadilly, London. 
July, 1846. 
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I SHALL not here enter into a list of apolo- 
getic reasons for publishing the following pages. 
Although I fed very strongly the necessity of lay- 
ing them before my own mind, there is not the 
slightest use in presenting them to the reader. 
That I have published, is the only thing which can 
possibly concern him, and that probably in the 
minutest degree. 

No one ever yet toiled through a dull work in 
consideration of the appeals or entreaties of an 
imknown author. It suffices that the book is 
there ; if it be liked, no apologies are due — ^if not, 
a volume of them would not make it more enter- 
taining and instructive. 
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The visits to North America — the subject of 
this book — extended over somewhat less than two 
years. I have adopted the form of a continuous 
journey, to give a sort of regukrity to very dis- 
jointed matter. Several of the places mentioned, 
I have visited on various occasions ; at a few, 
chiefly in Canada, I remained stationary for some 
time. * 

For this magnificent country I retain a feeling 
of regard and interest inferior only to that for Eng- 
land. I pray that I may not live to see the time, 
when another flag replaces the Red Cross of St. 
George upon the citadel of Quebec. 

Some ten years ago, in a season of mutual mis- 
tmderstanding, there were not a few in England 
and in Canada who wished to sever the connecting 
tie. Since then, a generous but determined policy, 
on the one hand, an.d a wholesome re-action on the 
other, have produced a salutary change; all are 
now too much alive to their real interests to enter- 
tain the thought. To make the probabilities of 
separation even a subject of discussion, is attended 
with much mischief: it unsettles men's minds, 
renders Englishmen chary of investing their capital 
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in Canada, and encourages the ambitious views of 
our annexing neighbours. It is vain to think of 
it : the British Government have expended of late 
years, very large sums in improving the communi- 
cations, and strengthening the military defences of 
the country. They have announced their deter- 
mination to incur the hazards of war before sacri- 
ficing their claim to a rdinote dependency of this 
magnificent province. Rather than surrender the 
North American portion of her empire, England 
will risk her existence as a nation. A vast majority 
of her subjects in this country* are ready to stand 
by her to the last. 

It is my earnest wish to assist, as far as my 
feeble voice can be heard, in giving our English 
people at home a more intimate knowledge of our 
" England in the New World ;" of its climate and 
capabilities ; of the condition of its inhabitants ; of 
their social habits and amusements. Numbers of 
books have been already written on this country ;* 
mine is not to supply any want, but simply as one 
more — as further testimony to the interest of the 

subject. 

* Canada. — ^Ed. 
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With regard to the United States, I have done 
my utmost to attain a correct view of their general 
progress and the state of their people. Many of 
my observations may, perhaps, be distasteful to an 
American yeader; but this is a penalty which 
every stranger who ventures an honest opinion 
must incur. 1 heard a very intelligent, well-in- 
formed man, connected with a periodical of consi- 
derable reputation at New York, assert that all 
English writers are bought up by the Aristocracy, 
an^i, therefore, that they speak disparagingly of 
America and her institutions. If my friend should 
ever happen to peruse these volumes, he will 
scarcely accuse the Aristocracy of having invested 
much capital in suborning me. 

I was astonished at the general prosperity of the 
Americans, their industry and skill, the vast re- 
sources of their country, and their advance in all 
the useful arts of life. In most, if not all, of 
these, they stand first among the nations of the 
earth. I will not say they inspired me with 
affection or admiration, but they did inspire me 
with wonder. Their Institutions appear excel-, 
lently well adapted to their situation and character 
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at present, in many essential respects ; but I con- 
sider them to be inapplicable and odious to other 
countries, or even to the probable future condition 
of their own. 

They possess many great virtues, but not gener- 
ally those which attract. Their well-directed 
reason may be far better than mere generous im- 
pulse ; but it does not touch the heart. Whatever 
esteem the traveller may entertain, he will scarcely 
bear away with him much warmth of feeling towards 
them as a people. 

On many subjects I have obtained information 
from other works, which it would be tedious to 
enumerate here. Some American publications on 
Oregon have been of much assistance to me ; 
but I chiefly speak from what I learned from peo- 
ple who had been resident in the country. 

I am now at a great distance from England. 
This manuscript is conmiitted to a kind and 
gifted friend, who will direct its publication. 
For your sake and mine, kind reader, would that 
a portion of that friend's genius could be infused 
into its pages ! 
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CHAPTER L 

THE VOYAGE. 



About the middle of July 1844, I found 
myself suddenly obliged to embark from Chatham, 
for Canada, on board an uncomfortable ship, 
a veiy unwilling passenger. Li a middle-aged 
man, of quiet bachelor habits, such a voyage to a 
strange country, at a few hours' notice, was a most 
disagreeable necessity. I soon, however, made up 
my mind and my packages, and, before the after- 
noon was much advanced, started from London. 

It was dark when I arrived at Chatham, and 
went on board ; there was a whistling wind and a 
drizzling rain, the decks between the heaps of 

VOL. I. B 
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luggage and merchandize, were wet, dirty, and 
slippery, rdiecting dismally the light of the con- 
sumptive-looking lamps, carried about by the 
condemned spirits of this floating purgatory. There 
was evidently a great number of passengers on 
board, of all sorts and conditions of men and 
women. Perched on a pile of baggage, were a 
number of soldiers, going, out to join their regi- 
ments in Canada, with their hard-favored wives, 
poorly and insufficiently clad: but, despite the 
coarse and travel-worn dress and rude appearance 
of these poor women, I saw in them during the 
voyage many traits of good and tender feeling: 
the anxious care of their little ones, rearing them 
so fondly to their doom of poverty and toil ; their 
kindness to each other, sharing their scanty 
covering and scantier meals. The wretched 
can feel for the wretched, the poor are rich in 
heart, to give. 

My cabin had lately been repaired, and looked 
very miserable ; the seams of the deck were filled 
with 'new pitch, which stuck pertinaciously to my 
boots. The den had evidently just been washed, 
and was still damp enough to charm a hydro- 
pathist ; the port-hole window was open to air it. 
Threats, bribes, and entreaties, in course of time 
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procured me the necessary portions of my luggage ;- 
soon after, half undressed, and wholly wretched, I 
crept into my berth ; and, being too wise to remain 
awake under such very unpleasant circumstances, 
I in a few minutes adopted the alternative. 

The crowing of an early-rising cock awoke me 
next morning. From that time there was no 
hope of sleep ; it seemed the signal to let Bedlam 
loose. Every conceivable description of clatter fol- 
lowed ; scouring decks, lugging boxes, rattling 
chains, sailors swearing, and soldiers quarrelling. 

It was scarcely dawn when I looked out of my 
little window ; through the grey twilight the 
shadowy forms of steeples and houses by degrees 
became distinct and solid. The sim, not to take 
us by surprise with his pleasant visit, reddened up 
the gilt weathercock of the church spire, then 
reflected himself back cheerfully from the win- 
dows, and, at length, with lavish hand, spread 
bright young morning over the coimtry around. 
In a little time a soft breeze carried away the early 
mist in the direction we had to travel. 

The main cabin was in the same damp, imcom- 
fortable state as oiu" sleeping apartments ; in the 
comers, boxes and baskets containing our sea stock 
were heaped up in such height and breadth as 

B 2 
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to make the strait between them and the table 
so narrow that there was barely room for me to 
squeeze my portly person through. An irregular 
sort of breakfast was on the table ; round it were 
seated the greater number of the cabin passen- 
gers, all, evidently, between the mouthfuls of toast 
and butter, examining each other with great at- 
tention, setting dowD in their minds the result of 
their scrutiny, in prejudices for and against their 
neighbours. 

There was a tall, thin, good-looking clergyman, 
who, having been ordained in England, was going 
to enter on his duties in Canada; and a very shrewd- 
faced Irish attorney, for Newfoundland, where we 
were to touch on the way. This part of the cargo , 
was, however, neutralised by an honest, open- 
hearted merchant and his good himioured wife, 
from the same country, and with the same desti- 
nation. Two gentlemen for Quebec ; for Montreal, 
a Jew, whose face was like the reflection of a 
handsome countenance in a convex mirror; a 
thoughtful-looking, well-bred captain; a rattling, 
mischievous youth, hi$ lieutenant ; a quiet, hand- 
some young ensign ; and a Scotch doctor, belonging 
to the detachment of soldiers : these, with a middle- 
aged widow and her only child, a sipkly boy of ten 
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or twelve years of age, both in deepest mourning, 
formed the remiainder of the party. The story of this 
family was a sad one. The lady was a Canadian, 
and had married a civil officer in her own country. 
After some years, he was imfortunately promoted to 
a valuable appointment in China ; set out imme- 
diately for the place of his new employment, and, 
on his arrival, wrote for his wife and child. They 
sailed, full of hope and happiness, thinking nothing 
of their voyage half round the world, for the sake 
of the fond and anxious one who awaited them 
at its end. Nearly six months passed before their 
arrival. The march of the deadly pestilence was 
not so slow ; they found but a new made grave 
where they had expected a happy home ; so the 
widow and orphan turned wearily to seek again 
the land of their birth, thousands of miles away. 

This pale boy was all in all to her. Hers was 
a love of faith and hope ; she never doubted that 
in fulness of time he would grow to be great 
and good, and pay her back the debt of tender- 
ness and care. She was the only person who did 
not see that the shadow of death was upon him. 

I speedily became acquainted with every body on 
board. Perhaps it was owing to my sleek and 
comfortable appearance that they concluded I was 
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the fittest person to undertake the caterer's depart- 
ment for the cabin; it turned otit that I had 
on% qualification for the duty in which all the rest 
were deficient — ^th^tt of being weak enough to take 
it. Every one knows the weight of obloquy whidi 
falls upon the man in ofiice, when there is no 
fat on the sirloin, or the legs of the fowl have 
the flavour and consistency of guitar strings. It is 
impossible to divest people of the idea that, by 
some inexplicable ingenuity, and for some inscru- 
table object of his own, he has purposely caused 
these imperfections. 

My prime minister was a black cook ; my king- 
dom, animal and vegetable ; my subjects three or 
four gaunt sheep in the launch,^ and, under the 
forecastle, a couple of pigs, whose appearance and 
habits of. living jusjtified our Israelitish friend's 
anxiety that there should be more solidity than 
usual in ttie side dishes when a chine of pork was 
at the head of the table. 

On the poop were several rows of coops, a sort 
of charitable institution for superannuated geese 
and ducks, and,ii^ the list of sea stock furnished by 
the eminent outfitter at the west-end, was the item, 
six dozen chickens. These were represented by a 
grave assemblage of patriarchal cocks and venerable 
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hens ; among the fonner I speedily recognized, by 
his voice, the bird whose voice in the morning, like 
^e to a train, had set going the din so fatal to my 
slumbers. I promptly ordered his execution ;^e, 
however, amply revenged himself on those who 
tried to eat him the next day. 

While I was thus entering on my official duties, 
the o'ew were not neglectful of their part of the 
h^isiness. The sails were shaken out, the an(dK>r 
weighed, and the voyage conamenced by running 
aboard of a m^chai^t ship moored a little ahead of 
us. On this occasion I made a philological obser- 
vation, which subsequent experience has only 
tended to strengthen — that the language used by 
sailors, under diffic^ties, is more worthy of imita- 
tioa for terseness and vigour than for its d^aace 
and propriety. 

With a fair and gentle breeze we floated lazily 
down the river; the principal objects of interest 
we passed bemg the sjdendid ships of war, 
now lying dismasted and harmless, but ready, when 
the Lor^ of the Admiralty play their Franken- 
stein and breathe on them the breath of life, for 
any mission of destruction. 

We pass Sheerness, roll in the Downs, enter the 
Channel, think and say every thing that people 
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usually think and say on leaving England, and go 
to bed. 

The description of one day in the voyage suits 
for %D. A seven o'clock breakfast opened the pro- 
ceedings ; at eight, a v^ small trumpeter sounded 
for the soldiers* parade ; a couple of hours' vigorous 
walking on the deck preceded luncheon ; then, as 
twelve approached, we all assembled on the poop, 
while the master took his observations ; th^ti, great 
coats and cloaks turned the coops into sofas, and 
reading and sunshine kept us quiet till three, when 
dinner — the hour of my trial, and the delight of 
grumblers — interrupted our literary pursuits. We 
established a community of books; and, before the 
voyage was half over, Robinson Crusoe and Paul 
and Virginia were as much thumbed as if th^ had 
been fashionable novels in a circulating library. 

The next re-imion was of a select few on the 
forecastle, with cigars and pipes, a chat with the 
sailors, and a sharp look out for porpoise, whale» or 
strange ship, or any other monster of the deep. 
Our friend, the noisy lieutenant, used always to 
appear in the latter charact^ at that period of the 
day. He had a strong nautical inclination, which 
he indulged by arraying himself in a suit of sailor's 
garments, which would have been invaluable to 
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Mr. T. P. Cooke: a red flannel shirt, trousers 
and jacket of blue pilot cloth, an oilskin hat, 
with a clay pipe stuck in the band ; nor was a 
clasp knife tied round his waist with a lanyard, 
forgotten, to complete his costume. Some of the 
others played at shuflieboard, fenced, wrestled, 
or exercised themselves laboriously on gymnastic 
poles. 

It is soon time for tea, the widow doing the 
honours ; afl;er that, the hot water and lemons, with 
little bright glass bottles, and a snappish argument 
between the Irish attorney and the Montreal Jew ; a 
quiet talk with the clergyman and the captain, a 
rubber of whist, a chess-board, and words of cour- 
tesy and kindness to the widow. 

Sometimes, when the evening was very fine, we 
went on deck, and listened to wonderful narratives 
of the soldiers and sailors, and quaint ditties with 
overgrown choruses. One of the topmen had a 
splendid voice ; he was the beau ideal of an Eng- 
lish seaman, active, good-tempered, handsome, and 
full of fiin : — a favourite with all. 

There was among the passengers a family of 
three brothers and a sister, from the north of Ire- 
land, about to settle in Canada ; they were hardy, 
serious, respectable people, having some little capi- 

B 3 
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tal in money and goods, with their own strong 
arms and honest hearts to depend upon ; the dass 
of people of all others the most useful in a colony. 
They, too, used to sing for us at times ; they knew 
but one kind of music, and that best suited to 
their powerful, but harsh and untrained voices. 
Many a cunning stage arrangement might have 
failed to give the deep effect which lay in their 
solemn, stem, Presbyterian hymns. 

Then came another pipe, seasoned with discus- 
sion on what passed for events in the day, a little 
moralizing, and always a rigid examination of the 
conduct of that constant offender, the weather, and 
then we sleptr 

One night, when we were off the coast of 
Ireland, the wind freshened up, and the clouds 
thickened ominously. The next morning dawned 
upon a gale of wind; the sea had risen a good 
deal, and the ship rolled sufficiently to account for 
the very small party at breakfast. The storm was 
against us, blowing with increasing violence that 
day and night, and the next day. Nearly all the 
passengers were sick, and the sailors were doing 
their work in a quiet, steady way, that shewed they 
were in earnest. 

At about five in the afternoon, the clouds seemed 
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to have been wi blown up together into one dense 
mass of dack^lid threatening gloom, and, as if for 
miles round the wind had focussed to one spot, it 
burst upon the ship. The masts bent slowly down 
as she rose upon the wave, and the receding spray 
foamed among the spars. They must shorten 
sail; it seems madness to ascend the straining 
ropes, but no one hesitates : there is a moment's 
lull in the trough of the sea ; some of the sailors 
are up already ; our favoiuite, the topman, is first, 
busy with the reef of the maintopsail. The ship 
rises om, the swdl, and the storm roars through the 
shrouds again : the sheets snap like a thread ; 
light as a cloud the canvass Hies to leeward; a man 
is entangbd in its ropes, borne away upon the wind ; 
the mist doses over him — he is seen no more. 

The teiipest soon after subsided, without further 
mischief; when the weather cleared, we foimd our- 
selves dosj to the headland we had seen two days 
before : wt had been travelling backwards and for- 
wards, tei miles an hour, ever since. At the 
climax of the gale the noise had been so great, 
that many of those in their berths below thought 
we were assuredly lost. This conviction had very 
different effects upon difFere|it individuals; some 
pulled the >ed-clothes over their heads, and lay in 
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shivering inactivity ; others were so dreadfully 31, 
that death itself scarcely appeared a change for the 
worse. Not so our nautically-indined lieutenant ; 
he could no longer remain in doubt, and, deter- 
mined to know the worst, emerged from the 
hatdiway in full pirate costume, as he had lain 
down at the beginning of the storm. Sprawling 
on the deck, he looked out upon the sea : just at 
this moment a gigantic green wave, with a erest of 
foam, stood right over the ship; with a shout of terror, 
and an expression of face, in which fright had over- 
come starvation and sea-sickness, he rushed across 
the deck, grasping at the stanchion under the poop, 
the first support he could lay hold of, tWning his 
arms and legs roimd it with a force no persuasions 
could relax ; there he remained for tvo hours, a 
figure of fun never to be forgol^ten. The ship was 
soon put to rights, not having.sustained my serious 
injury, and we went our way. 

A whale was always an object of sufifcient inte- 
rest to collect us upon deck, and immask a battery 
of telescopes. Our nearest view of one was under 
circumstances as advantageous to us as (jbagreeable 
to him. The ship was gomg througl the water 
about four knots an hour when the mqaster over- 
took us : as we were travelling in the sarte direction, 
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there was ample opportunity for observing the state 
of his affairs. He was attacked by three threshers, 
formidable-looking fellows, about eight feet long, 
and had evidently much the worst of it, though he 
flourished his tail tremendously, flogging his track 
into a bloody foam. His enemies were most sys- 
tematic in their attack; each in his turn threw 
himself out of the water, falling with full weight 
on the whale's head, thus, while it was above the 
surface, keeping up a continual hammering. It is 
said, but I am not pledged to the fact, that a 
sword-fish is always in league with these pursuers, 
poking the whale underneath with his sword, when 
sinking to avoid them ; so that the poor victim 
is much in the situation of a member of the Church 
of England of the present day, as he swims in the 
sea of controversjf^^ a blow from the Evangelical 
pulpit strikes him aown, and a thrust from the 
" Tracts for the Times" drives him up again ; the 
only difference is, that there is no bond of union 
amongst his assailants. 

It is said that, in a chase of this kind, the quarry 
never escapes ; the fish in question were far too 
busy to attend to us ; they soon left us behind, and, 
may be worrying each other still, for all I know to 
the contrary. 
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That night was unusually mild and dear ; and 
the young clergyman and I remained on deck long 
after the others had gone below; our talk was 
grave, but cheerful. There is something in the 
view of the material heavens at such a time, which 
always elevates the tone of feeling, and speaks to 
the heart of its highest hopes, sending you to rest 
with holy, happy thoughts: so it was with us. A 
few minutes before we parted, the bright full moon 
passed from behind a cloud, and straightway, from 
us to the far-oif horizon, spread a track of pure 
and tremulous light over the cahn sea. " This is 
not for us alone," said my companion ; " every 
waking wanderer over the great deep sees this path 
of glory too. So, for each earnest heart upraised 
to heaven, a light from God himself beams jipon 
the narrow way across the waste of life." 

The wind seemed to blow for ever from the 
west ; the only variety in our voyage was from on^ 
tack to the other. But we hiW* a good ship, she 
was well handled, and her master never threw 
away a chance ; so, in spite of all difficulties, we 
found ourselves within a short distance of land 
twenty-four days after sailing. It is almost unne- 
cessary to add that there was a fog, and that so 
thick that we could scarcely see the bowsprit. 
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An observation had, however, been taken at mid- 
day, and, haying great confidence in the knowledge 
of our exact position, we kept boldly on, till we 
distinctly heard breakers in fi'ont of us ; by the 
time sail was shortened, we could hear this sound 
on either side. We were evidently in an indentation 
of the coast, quit^^^ear enough to thet rocks to be 
unpleasant. Jpm^ W^re fired for a pilot and to give 
notice of our approach, and a report fix)m the shore 
returned a ready appwer. At the same time the 
fog began to rise, fii^ gjiowing the long line of 
surf on three sides of us, then the abrupt and 
rugged cliffs. At length, the great curtain folded 
itself up for another time, and the scene upon the 
stage waj5, Newfoundland. 

The mind must be either above or below the 
usual motive influences of humanity, which does 
not feel a deep and stirring interest in the first 
view of the New World : though it be but a dim, 
feint shadow of what Plato's informant, or Prince 
Madoc, or Columbus experienced, when the sight 
of these vast lands, and simple, yet mysterious 
people, rewarded their almost superhuman venture. 
"The splendour and the havoc of the East" are said 
to fill the mind of the beholder with sad and solemn 
meditation on the glories and wonders of countries. 
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whose degradation of to-day seems but the deeper 
from the relics of their former greatness: the 
cities and temples, of an extent and magnificence 
ever since unrivalled, crumbled into shapeless 
ruin, leaving scarce a trace of what they were ; 
the sunny hills and pleasant valleys, exube- 
rant with luxurious plenty, withered into de- 
serts; the land where the wise men dwelt, and 
mighty captains governed, ruled over by craven, 
sensual slaves ; the birthplace of an Eternal Hope, 
now but the grave of a departed glory. Over 
this page in the great chronicle of the world, is 
written the memory of the Past. 

Then comes our Europe, with its very large 
towns, excellent gas lamps, highly efficient police, 
comfortable churches, with good stones and ven- 
tilation ; with its express trains, and well-regulated 
post-office,improved steam-boats, electric telegraphs, 
and electric agriculture, liberal education, and 
respectable governments. In all these we feel, and 
hear, and see, the reality of the Present. 

Now we turn to- the West. Over its boundless 
tracts of rich and virgin soil is spreadmg a branch 
of the most vigorous among the European families, 
bearing with them every means and appliance 
which the accumulated ingenuity of ages can 
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supi^, and working them with quenchless energy. 
Steamers thrust themselves up unknown rivers; 
and lo ! whli the rapidity of a scenic change, the 
primeval fi^'est yields to the bustling settlement. 

In the tangled wildemess, where they can scarcely 
struggle through, the surveyors trace out the 
lines of cities, which, to-morrow, are to play the part 
of the Babylon of yesterday, and the London of 
to-day. Hiey grow great, rich, and intdligent, 
not widi the slow and steady step of older nations, 
but with a hurried stride; sometimes, perhaps, 
wandaring a little from the straight path, but, guided 
by their destiny, still hastening on. 

Imagination runs mad in picturing what they 
have yet to be. In their imacted history we read, 
plain as the hand-writing at Belshazzar's feast, the 
promise of the Future. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

NEWFOUNDlikND ^THE ST. LAWRENCE. 

So excellent was the land-^ll we had madOj 
that, when the fog cleared away, we found the 
bowsprit of the vessel pcdnting directly into the 
harbour of St. John's. The entrance is about two 
hundred and fifty yards wide, and very difficult of 
access in bad weather or with unfavourable winds : it 
is walled in by rugged cliffs and bairen^lookii^ 
hills. The defences are respectable, but not 
formidable, works — one of them facing you as you 
approach, with watchful cannon pointing up the 
harbour. There is no bar or shoal, but some 
dangerous rocks embarrass the entrance; within, 
there is safe and commodious anchorage for any 
amount of shipping. 

In tiying to describe St. John's, there is some 
difficulty in applying to it an adjective sufficiently 
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distmctive and jipprp|Miate, . We fiad gf her cities 
coiipl^d with words, \\[hich at (mce give their 
predpiuin^t chafaqtei^^tic :.— London the richest, 
Paris the g^esfc St. rPet^rsburg the coldest. In 
one respect jthe chief ^wn of Newfoundland has, 
I believe, no rival : Vfe may, therefore, call it the 
fishiest of modem i^pitals. Round a great part 
of the harbour are sheds, acres in extent, roofed 
with cod split in half, laid on like slates, dryings in 
the sun, or rather the air, for there is not much of 
the former to depend upon. Those ships, bearing 
nearly every flag in the world, are laden with cod ; 
those stout weatherly boats CTowding up to the 
wharves, have just now returned from fishing for 
cod ; those few scant fields of cultivation with lean, 
crops coaxed out of the barren soil, are manm^ 
with cod ; those trim, snug-looking wooden houses, 
their handsome furniture, the piano, and the 
musical skill of the yoimg lady who plays it, the 
satin gown of the moliier, the gold chain of the 
fether, are ajl paid for in cod ; the breezes from the 
shore, soft and warm on this bright August day, 
are rich, not with the odours of a thousand flowers, 
but of a thousand cod. Earth, sea^ and air, are alike 
pervaded with this wonderful fish. There is only 
one place which appe^s to be kept sacred firom its, 
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intrusion^ and strange to say, that is the dinner table ; 
an observation made on its absence from that appa- 
rently appropriate position, excited as much asto- 
nishment, as if I had made a remark to a 
Northumberland squire tliat he had not a head- 
dish of Newcastle coals. 

The town is irregular and dirty, built chiefly of 
wood ; the dampness of the climate rendering stone 
unsuitable. The heavy rains plough the streets 
into water courses. Thousands of lean dogs stalk 
about, quarrelling with each other for the offal of 
the fish, which lies plentifully scattered in all 
directions : this is their recreation ; their business 
is to draw go-carts. There are also great numbers 
of cats, which, on account of the hostile relations 
existing between them and their canine neighbours, 
generally reside on the tops of the houses. A 
large fish oil factory in the centre of the town, fills 
it with most obnoxious odours. 

There are many neat and comfortable houses in 
the vicinity, where the sdr, though a little foggy, is 
fresh and healthful. There are two church of 
England churches, one Wesleyan, and one Roman 
Catholic chapel. A large Roman Catholic cathedral 
is also being built. The churches of England and 
of Rome have each Bishops of Newfoundland. 
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The population of the island is one hundred 
thousand; one half are Roman Catholics, princi- 
pally of Irish descent, or emigrants, the remainder 
of English race, and various creeds. 

The trade of St. John's is very considerable; 
they export fish and oil, and receive in return 
nearly all the luxuries and necessaries of life ; the 
annual exports and imports average more than a 
million and a half pounds sterling each in value, 
and are rapidly increasing. They get direct from 
Portugal, in exchange for their dried fish, port 
wine; with due deference to our English wine 
merchants, the best I have ever met. 

The seal fisheries employ in the North Seas, 
numbers of active and experienced sailors from this 
port ; their life is one of almost incredible hardship 
and danger, and subjects them to great alternations 
of abundance and distress. 

Snow usually Ms in the beginning of December, 
and continues till the end of April ; but there are 
frequent thaws in the mean time. Through the 
winter there is a constant succession of storms, 
the lakes and many of the bays and rivers are 
fix)zen over, and all internal communication is by 
sleighs. 

The colony is under the authority of a governor, 
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who IS aissisted by a Legislative and Executive 
council of nine members. There is also a Hot^e 
of Representatives, elected by almost universal 
suffrage, consisting of fifteen delegates, not always 
selected for very high qualities. ^ Indeed, some 
people are illiberal enough to imagine that the 
affairs of the country would not materially suffer 
if honourable members for such important consti- 
tuencies as those of Kiddy Viddy Cove or Starva- 
tion Creek, were to direct their attention to 
cod-fishing instead of legislation. 

The most thriving settlements besides the 
capital, are Carbonear, Harbour Grace, and Petit 
Harbour, all towns on the sea coast. 

If St John's be the fishiest, it is also one of the 
friendliest places in the world; no cold, formal, 
letter-of-introduction dinners, but hearty, cordial, 
and agreeable hospitality. The society is, of coiu^e, 
very limited in extent, consisting of the dergy, the 
civil and military officers, and the principal m^^ 
chants. Some of the latter have attained to 
considerable affluence, and are men whose kind^ 
ness, intelligence, and jM^ctical views, render them 
agreeable and instructive associates. Among the 
younger members of their families, accomplish- 
m€Jnts and the graces of life receive due attention ; 
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not a few of them h^ve< had ikiropean eduesdiicm. 
The reunions of St. John's pK]^sse^s's?) mudi charm, 
fhat many among the officers of the army and 
nary who have participated in them, have carried 
away living vouchers for their attractions. 

We could scarce have left Newfoundland without 
having seen a specimen of the codfishing. One 
of our acquaintances kindly offered to drive us 
for the purpose to Portugal Cove, a distance of 
tai miles* The captain, the ensign, and myself, 
with our friend driving, formed the party. The 
conveyance was a %ht, s{»der-like, double-seated 
carriage, drawn by a wiry, strong, brown horse; 
he had a splendid shoulder and area, a ewe neck, 
a cunning-buck look, like a hare, and an uneasy 
tail ; just the sort of animal whidi instantly sug- 
gests running reins and kicking straps. He started 
at a fadr trotting pace ; but our driver, by twisting 
the reins round each hand, and by setting his feet 
against the dash-board, shewed that he expected 
work. All went on very siiioothly, however, 
tin we got within a couple of nailes of our journey's 
end, when, unfortunaitely, the conversation turned 
upon American travdlers. 

" This horse is one/' said our friend, " he can do 
the mile in two minutes and fifty seconds." 
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" Indeed," said I. Now, " Indeed/' must have 
been, pronounced in some very expressive mianner, 
and conveyed the extraordinary delusion that Iwished 
to see it done, for our friend instantly made some 
sort of freemason sign, and away went the diabolical 
brute, up and down hill, in a sort of shambling, 
shuffling pace, at a rate which nearly took the 
breath out of my body. As soon as I could speak, 
I begged to assure his owner that I had not the 
least doubt of his powers, and implored of him to 
pull up. By the time t was informed that it was 
quite impossible, the animal stopped of his own 
accord at the inn at Portugal Cove. 

This establishment is a small wooden building, 
prettily situated on the banks of a turbulent little 
stream, which gets up a waterM in view of the 
windows. It is a fevourite spot for passing the 
first part of the honeymoon; and is, perhaps^ 
judiciously chosen, for there is nothing whatever of 
luxury, convenience, or amusement, to divert the 
thoughts of the happy couple from each other. 

A straggling village of log houses lies along the 
shore, with a boat pier of the same material ; a 
fleet of fishing boats lay moored to it. We embarked 
in one, a rough, clumsy concern ; and, with a wild, 
unshaven fellow to guide us, put to sea. The bay 
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is about the size of that of Tenby ; a large flat 
island, with steep sides, protects the opening, 
looking as if it had been snapped off the main- 
land, and floated out to where it now stands ; 
like all the rest of the sea-board, it is covered 
with scrubby, stunted forest. At the eastern end 
of the island is a very curious rock, standing 
about two hundred yards clear of it, and of 
about the same height, looking, in the distance, like 
one of the round towers of Ireland. Our boatman, 
speaking in a Cork brogue, slightly overlaid with 
a Yankee twang, said that, " No one, barring the 
birds, had ever got to the top of it." The Captain 
gravely observed that, " unless the inducements to 
get there were very much increased, probably none 
ever would." 

We soon arrived at our fishery, and cast our 
lines of strong cord, with a heavy leaden sink, and 
three or four hooks baited with slices of fish. In 
a minute or two there was a chorus of " I've got 
him ;" and, as we pulled, the prizes plunged, dived, 
and twisted, filling the dark green water with pale, 
distorted ghosts of sea monsters, which, as they 
neared the surface and became exhausted, con- 
densed into the sober realities of resigned and 
unresisting codfish. Our myrmidon immediately 
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put an end to their sufferings, by striking them 
on the head with a short bludgeon he called " the 
priest." He then cut off a piece of the tail of one 
of them, to furnish fresh bait. By thus encouraging 
their cannibal propensities, we soon caught so 
many that we were heartily tired of the sport. 
To give us an idea of the innumerable mtdtitudes 
of fish, the boatman cast a line, with a heavy 
weight at the end and half a dozen hooks attached, 
full length into the water, till it had nearly 
reached the bottom, and then jerked it along, pull- 
ing it towards him ; it seldom came up without a 
^dctim writhing on one of the barbs. Fully con- 
tented with this specimen of the truly national 
sport of Newfoundland, I reluctantly trusted mysdf 
to the mercy of the high trotting horse again, and 
he soon whirled us home. 

The road was not without beauty, but of a sad 
and desolate diaracter, which the few miseraye 
patches of cultivation and tiie wretched log huts 
by the road side, did not tend to enliven. Windsor 
lake, or, "Twenty-mile pond,*' as the people prefer 
calling it, is a large, picturesque sheet of wat©*, 
with some pretty, lonely-looking islands; but its 
shores are shapeless hills, and its forests stunted 
brushwood. 
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From the top of the last eminence before de$- 
cendmg to St. John's, the view is very striking. 
The finely-situated town spread along the shore, 
the massive government-house in the foreground, 
relieved by che^ul ornamental villas roimd it, the 
roadstead filled with shipping and small boats, the 
old, barren coast beyond, softening down, to the 
right, into green fields and gardens, while opposite, 
on the left, grim-looking Signal hill, with the 
union jack floating over the fog on the top, pro- 
tects the entrance of the harbour. And far away, 
filling up the background of the picture, with its 
hard, dark line against the summer's sky, lies calm, 
deep, and treacherous^ — the great Atlantic. 

In the spring of the year 1497, a small squadron 
of ships sailed fi-om Bristol, in search of a passage 
to India by the north-west. Two men of Venetian 
origin, John Cabot and his son Sebastian, a youth 
of twenty years of age, undertook their guidance. 
After a toilsome voyage of many weeks, they 
entered a region of vast banks, fogs, and mists, 
but continued on with imshaken hardihood. About 
three o'clock on the morning of the 24th of June, 
they reached a land hitherto unnoted in any map 
or record ; sterile, and uncultivated, abounding in 
great white bears and elks. The discoverers called 
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this country by a name signifying ^ rich in fish/ 
from the numbers which swarmed in the rivers 
and along the sea coast. The inhabitants were 
wild and imfiiendly, clothed with the skins of 
beasts, and painted with a reddish clay. 

The Cabots returned to England that year, and 
it does not appear that any further notice was 
taken of this country, which the English called 
Newfoundland, till 1534 ; when the brave Jacques 
Cartier, with only sixty men, sailed fi^om St. Malo 
in two small vessels, under the French flag, and 
nearly circumnavigated the island. He foimd it to 
be a great triangle, of irregular shape, and about 
nine hundred miles round, with deep indentures 
and numerous harbours, but with a soil everywhere 
unfruitful. 

Two Englishmen, named Elliott and Thorn, 
traded there for some years under the protection 
of Henry VIIL, obtaining rich furs from the 
natives. At length these unhappy men, with a 
body of their dependents, made a settlement, and 
determined to remain there the winter. They 
knew not what they had to meet ; their provisions 
failed, none of them survived, and tradition says 
they ate each other. 

The most remarkable among the adventurers 



dbyGoogk 



ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD. 29 

who visited these Ueak shores, for many years, 
afterwards, was Sir Humphry Gilbert. He took 
possession in the name of Queen Elizabeth, but 
was lost on his return to England. His good 
brave words in the storm are left us still, "Courage, 
friends, we are as near Heaven here as on the 
land" 

From the beginning of the seventeenth century 
the French had a settlement at Placentia, on 
the south coast. In the year 1622, George 
Calvert landed from England, having with him 
seeds, grain, and cattle. His settlers were 
successful, and some of their descendants 
founded, in a commodious harbour, the capital, 
St. John's. 

At the treaty of Utrecht, Louis XIV. of France 
gave up his daim to the island, which probably he 
did not care much about, as his subjects retained 
the right of fishing. It has ever since remained 
an English colony, and is at present garrisoned by 
a detachment of artillery and three companies of 
infantry. The barren soil and ungenial climate defy 
the skill and industry of the husbandman : wheat 
does not grow, the scanty crops of barley and oats 
rarely ripen ; from sheltered places near the towns 
a moderate supply of potatoes and garden vegeta- 
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bles, is forced from the unwilling earth. There 
are a few cattle, the grasses being plentiftd and nu- 
tritious. All else, for the use of man, comes from 
over sea. During the six months summer, some 
of the lakes and bays are rich in short-lived 
beauty. Few have penetrated into the interior, for 
any distance ; the hills, as you advance, rise into 
mountains, the shrubs into trees. There is an 
idea that the centre of the island is a great valley, 
filled with numerous lakes and impassable mo- 
rasses: none of the rivers are navigable far up 
the country, and there seems but little to tempt 
the explorer. 

The natives met with in the first discovery were 
Esquimaux ; fierce men of stalwart frame and in- 
tractable disposition : their complexion was a dark 
red; they were bold hunters and fishers, and of 
great courage in battle. From the first, they and the 
white men, were deadly foes. The Mic-Mac Indians 
of Nova Scotia, and these red men, carried on a 
war of extermination against each other for cen- 
turies; each landing, with destructive swoop, on 
the other's coasts, scalping the men and carrying 
the women into slavery. The Esquimaux warriors 
were more frequently victorious, till, in an evil 
hour, they provoked the wrath of the pale^faces ; 
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the rifle and the bayonet soon broke their spirit. 
Abandoning the coasts and the hunting-grounds 
of their fathers, they fled into the dreary forests of 
the interior. Sometimes, in the long winter nights, 
they crept out from their wild fastnesses, and visited 
some lonely hamlet with a terrible vengeance. The 
settlers, in return, hunted them down like wolves, 
and, in the course of years, their life of misery re- 
duced their numbers, and weakened their frames 
so much, that they never ventured to appear. It 
was known that some few still lingered, but they 
were almost forgotten. 

The winter of 1830 was unusually severe in 
this country, and prolonged beyond those of former 
years. Towards its close, a settler was hewing 
down trees at some distance from one of the re- 
mote villages, when two gaunt figures crept out 
from the neighbouring ' bush :' with sad cries and 
imploring gestures, they tried to express their 
prayer for help. The white man, terrified by their 
uncouth and haggard looks, seized his gun, which 
lay at hand, and shot the foremost; the other 
tossed his lean arms wildly into the air — the 
woods rang with his despairing shrieks as he 
rushed away. Since then, none of the fallen race 
have* been seen. The emaciated frame of the 
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dead man shewed how dire had been their neces- 
sity. There is no doubt that the last of the Red- 
men perished in that bitter winter. 

The blue Peter summoned us on board; the wind 
had suddenly become favourable, leaving but little 
time for farewells ; but ours were not the less 
warm and grateftd for their being hurriedly spoken. 
Hats and handkerchiefs waved from the shore — 
an answering cheer from the ships, and we are on 
our way again. 

For the first day we kept within sight of land ; 
the character of the coast was everywhere the 
same ; bluflf headlands, deep bays, and monstrous 
hills covered with dwarf firs. On the fourth 
morning we passed close under the Bird islands ; 
strange, hermit rocks, not more than a few acres 
in extent, without a shred of vegetation, standing 
alone in the unfathomable waters, far out of 
sight of land. Millions of white sea fowl circle 
round them, screaming overhead, or diving and 
splashing in the water below. 

One day more and we skirt the dangerous, 
desolate shores of Anticosti, rich in wrecks, 
accursed in human suffering. This hideous wilder- 
ness has been the grave of hundreds ; by the 
slowest and ghastliest of deaths they died — star\''a- 
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tion. Washed ashore from maimed and sinking 
ships — saved to destruction, they drag their chilled 
and battered limbs up the rough rocks; for a 
mommt, warm with hope, they look around with 
eager, straining eyes, for aid and shelter — and there 
are none ; the failing sight darkens on hill and 
forest, forest and hill, and black despair. Hours 
and days waste out the lamp of life, until at length 
the withered skeletons have only strength to die. 
These terrible and frequent disasters have at length 
caused steps to be taken to prevent their recurrence ; 
there are now stations on the island, with stores 
of clothing and provisions, which have already 
preserved many lives. At Sable island, oflf Nova 
Scotia, the same system is adopted ; here are 
also a considerable number of wild horses on the 
sandy hills, dwindled descendants of some ship<^ 
wrecked ancestors : — ^in cases of emergency these 
stock the larder. 

It was quite a relief when we found ourselves 
clear of this dismal neighbourhood, as with fair 
wind and crowding sails we entered the waters of 
the St. Lawrence. From the Point of Gasp6 to 
the Labrador coast, is one hundred and twenty 
nules; and, through this ample channel, half the 
fresh water of the world has its outlet to the sea, 
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spreading back its blue, winding path for more 
than two thousand miles, through still reach, 
foaming rapid, ocean, lake, and mighty iataract, 
to the trackless desert of the west. 

We are near the left bank ; there is nd trace of 
man's hand, such as God made it, there it is. From 
the pebbly shore to the craggy mountain top — 
east and west, countless miles — away to the frozen 
north, where everlasting winter chains the sap of 
life— one dark forest, lone and silent from all 
time. 

For two days more there was nothing to attract 
the attention but the shoals of white porpoise : we 
were welcomed by several ; they rolled and frolicked 
round the ship, rushing along very fast, stopping 
to look at us, passing and repassmg for half an 
hour at a time, then going oflf to pay their compli- 
ments to some other strangers. The pilot came 
quietly on board dining the night, and seemed as 
much at home the next day as if he had been one 
of the crew. 

By degrees the Great River narrowed to 
twenty miles, and we could see the shore on both 
sides, with the row of white specks of houses all 
along the water's edge, which at length seemed to 
close into a continuous street. Every here and 
there was a church, with clusters of dwellings 
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round it, and little silver streams, wandering 
through narrow strips of clearing, behind them. 
We got very near the shore once; there was 
but little wind ; we fancied it bore us the smell 
of new-mown hay, and the widow thought she 
heard church bells ; but the ripple of the water, 
gentle as it was, treated the tender voice too 
roughly, and it could not reach us. Several ships 
w^e in sight ; some travelling our road, wayworn 
and weary; others standing boldly out to meet 
the waves and storms we had just passed through. 
Rows of little many-coloured flags ran up to their 
mizen peaks, fluttered out what they had to 
say, and came down again when they got their 
answer. 

The nights were very cold ; but, had they been 
far more so, we must have lingered on deck to 
see the Northern Lights. They had it all to 
themselves, not a cloud to stop their running wild 
over the sky. Starting from behind the moun- 
tains, they raced up through the blue fields of 
heaven, and vanished : again they reappeared, 
where we least expected them ; spreading over all 
space one moment, shrinking into a shivering streak 
the next, quicker than the tardy eye could trace. 

There is a dark shade for many miles, below 
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where the Laquerry pours its gloomy flood into the 
pure waters of the St. Lawrence. Two degrees 
to the westward lies a circular sheet of water called 
Lake St. John, forty miles wide, fed by numerous 
small rivers. Here is the birth-place of the great 
tributary ; its separate existence ends at Tadousac. 
Its course lies from west to east, half-way through 
a rich country, with a comparatively mild climate, 
where only a few wandering Indians hunt and fish, 
exchanging their furs with English traders at Chi- 
contimi. Here this rude commerce has grouped 
together a number of houses, round a church built 
by the Jesuits two centuries ago. Great Bay is 
twelve miles lower down; thence to the river's 
mouth the diflfs rise straight out of the water, 
sometimes to a thousand feet in height, in some 
places two or three miles apart. There is a great 
depth between, far greater than that of the St. 
Lawrence at the confluence, and large ships can go 
up so far. About three thousand white people are 
scattered about these districts ; they have saw- 
mills, and ply their laborious industry in the bush, 
felling the tall pine-trees. 

Off the entrance to the gloomy Laquerry, lies 
Red Island. The shore is rocky and perilous ; as 
we passed, the morning sun shone brightly upon it 



dbyGoogk 



ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD. 37 

and the still waters ; but when the November mists 
hang round, and the north-east wind sweeps up 
the river, many a brave ship ends her voyage there. 
To the south-east is seen a gentler sister — ^the 
Green Isle. 

It would be wearisome to tell of all the woody 
solitudes that deck the bosom of the St. Lawrence, 
or of the white, cheerful settlements along its banks, 
some of them growing up to towns as we advance ; 
their back-ground swelling into mountains. It is 
a scene^of wonderful beauty, often heightened by 
one of the strangest, loveliest freaks of lavish 
nature. The mirage lifts up little rocky, tufted 
islands, into the air, and ships, with their taper 
masts turned downwards, glide past them; the 
tops of high and distant hills sink down to the 
water's edge, and long streets of trim, demure- 
looking houses, rest their foundations in the sky. 

We are now at Grosse Isle ; the pilot points out 
the quarantine station, the church, the hospital, 
and, in the distance, the fair and fertile island of 
Oiieans. Bold Cape Tourment is at length past ; 
it has wearied our sight for two days, like a long, 
straight road. It grows very dark, and the even- 
ing air is keen ; we must go below. 

About midnight I awoke. There was the splash. 
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and heavy, rattling sound of the falling anchor ; 
the ship swung slowly round with the tide, and 
was still ; we had reached Quebec. 

I looked out of the window of my cabin ; we lay 
in deep shade, under a high headland which shut 
out half the sky. There were still a few scattered 
lights, far and wide over the steep shore, and among 
the numerous shipping around us. 

Our voyage was rather a tedious one ; without 
doubt you think so too. 
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CHAPTER III. 

QUEBEC HISTORICAL SKETCH OF CANADA. 

Take mountain and plain, sinuous river and 
broad, tranquil waters, stately ship and tiny boat, 
gentle hill and shady valley, bold headland and rich, 
fruitful fields, frowning battlement and cheerful 
villa, glittering dome and rural spire, flowery gar- 
den and sombre forest — ^group them all into the 
choicest picture of ideal beauty your fancy can 
create, arch it over with a cloudless sky, light it up 
with a radiant sim, and, lest the sheen should be 
too dazzUng, hang a veil of lighted haze over all, to 
soften the lines and perfect the repose — ^you will 
then have seen Quebec on this September morning. 

The river St. Charles, winding through low, rich 
grounds, empties itself into a wide basin, closed in, 
to the north-east, by the island of Orleans. In the 
angle it makes with the St. Lawrence, is a lofty 
promontory ; there stands the city, walled and bas- 
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tioned round. On an undulating slope, rising gra- 
dually from the margin of the smaller stream to 
the foot of the battlements, lie the suburbs of St. 
Roch and St. Valli^re ; St. John's spreads up the 
shoulder of the height, along the land face of the 
defences ; St. Louis is the continuation ; thence, to 
the river St. Lawrence, is open ground. On the 
highest point of the promontory, and the most 
advanced into the stream, is Cape Diamond, the 
strongest citadel in the New World. On the 
river side, a hundred yards of perpendicular rock 
forbid the foot of man; another is fenced off 
from the town by a massive fortification and broad 
glacis ; the third side of the grim triangle looks out 
upon the plains of Abraham, in a line of armed 
ramparts. 

The lower town is built on a narrow strip of 
land, saved from the water, under the lofty cliffs of 
the promontory, stretching from the subwb of 
St. Roch to where the citadel overhangs. Busy 
wharves, with numerous ships alongside, extend 
all round the town and for three miles up the 
Great River. 

From Quebec to the opposite shore is but three 
quart^^ of a mile, but the basin just below is five 
times as wide, and large and deep enough to hold ' 
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the English Navy. Through the strait the tides 
flow with great rapidity, rising and falling twenty 
feet, as the flood or ebb of the sea dams up or 
draws away the waters of the stream. There are 
many and dangerous currents ; very few ever rise 
again who sink for a moment in its treacherous 
arms ; even strong swimmers have gone down like 
lead. 

The pretty village of Point Levy, with its 
churches and neat dwellings, ornaments the oppo- 
site side of the river ; it, too, has a share of wharves, 
rafts, and shipping. Quaint ferry-boats, with 
paddle-wheels worked by four fat horses, pulling 
and puffing round on the deck, cross every four 
minutes. Dirty, impudent-looking little steamers 
run out from hidden nooks in the shore, lay hold of 
huge ships twenty times as big as themselves, and 
walk away with them as an ant carries a grain of 
wheat. 

When people came on board, they told us the 
English news they had got two or three posts 
sJtice we left;. There was the staff officer to give 
the soldiers their orders, the emigrant agent, some 
people of business come to look after their consign- 
ments, and a few to greet their friends, our fellow- 
travellers. No one coming to meet me, I went 
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ashore on my own account ; landed at the hustling, 
dirty market-place, climbed up into a caleche — a. 
very queer-looking affair on two high wheels, with 
a shaft-frame like a gig, the body swinging on 
broad leather straps, fastened on to rude springs 
before and behind. The driver perched himself on 
the narrow seat where the dashboard should have 
been, shouted, Marchez ! marchez ! and the stout 
little horse started at a rapid pace. 

The way was up a narrow, winding street, twist- 
ing up the steep end of the promontory, with short 
cuts for foot passengers from bend to bend ; we 
enter the fortified town through Prescott Grate, turn 
sharply to the left, and I am set down at a large 
hotel, having in front an open space, called the 
Place d'Armes. 

Now, while we rest after the long and weary 
voyage, lend me patience while I tell the old tale 
of how, and by whom, this fair city came to be 
built, and why the flag of dear Old England floats 
over the citadel. 

The first European who ever visited these lands 
was Jacques Cartier. In the month of May, 1535, 
the year after his circumnavigation of Newfound- 
land, he again sailed from St. Malo with three 
small ships. He and his followers were blessed 
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by the bishop in the cathedral, received the holy 
sacrament, and bade farewell to their friends, as if 
for ever. The little squadron was for a long time 
dispersed, but met again with great joy on the 
28th of June. Having visited Newfoundland, they 
kept it to the north, and sailed into a large gulf, 
full of islands ; they passed on the north side of 
Anticosti, and, sometimes landing by the way, came 
at length to the mouth of the Jaquenary. By 
means of two Indians, taken in the former voyage, 
at the Bay of Chalcuss, they conversed with the 
inhabitants, and overcame their terror. These 
simple people then received them with songs of joy, 
and dances, giving them freely of all the provisions 
they had. The adventurers soon gathered that 
there was a town some days' sail higher up; this, 
and the river, and the countries round about, the 
natives called Hochelaga ; thither they bent their 
way. The kind-hearted Indians tried, by entreaties 
and innocent stratagems, to detain their dangerous 
guests. 

During the voyage up the stream they passed 
shores of great beauty ; the climate was genial, the 
weather warmer than that of France, and everywhere 
they met with unsuspicious friendship. They found 
Hochelaga a fortified town among rich corn-fields. 
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on an island under the shade of a ipountain which 
they called Mont Royal ; time has changed it to 
Montreal, The old name, like the old people, is 
long since forgotten. The inhabitants had stores of 
com and fish laid up with great care, also tobacco, 
which Europeans saw here for the first time. The na- 
tives were courteous and friendly in their manners, 
some of them of noble beauty ; they bowed to a 
Great Spirit, and knew of a future state. Their 
king wore a crown, which he transferred to Jacques 
Cartier ; but, when they brought their sick and 
infirm, trusting to his supernatural power to heal, 
the Christian soldier blessed them with the 
cross, and prayed that heaven might give them 
health. 

The adventurers returned to France next year, 
carrying off one of the kings with them, to the 
greiat grief of his subjects ; he became contented 
with his lot, but soon after died. This was the first 
wrong the doomed race suffered from the white 
men. Four years afterwards, the Sieur de Roberval, 
graced with many high-sounding titles, and aided 
by Jacques Cartier, landed at the mouth of the 
St. Charles River. The inhabitants, mindful of 
former injury, met the strangers with war instead 
of peace. Four miles from Quebec is the village of 
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Charlesbourg ; there, three hundred years ago, the 
French built then* first stronghold, to guard them- 
selves from just vengeance. Their leader, tortured 
by the dissensions of his followers, soon led them 
back to France, and in 1 549, he^ with his brave bro- 
ther, sailed to seek the visionary Cathay, and were 
heard of no more. 

At the end of the sixteenth century, when the 
gloom of this failure had passed away, Chauvin and 
Pontgrave opened a fur trade at Tadousac, without 
much success. Next followed the piratical De 
Monts, with a fleet of forty sail, terrible alike to the 
white and native races ; his monstrous crimes 
caused his ruin. His successor, the worthy 
Champlam, founded the city of Quebec, in 1608, 
and cultivated the rich valley of the St. Charles. 
With some of his followers he penetrated to the 
great lakes of the west, and returned in safety 
from among their fierce and savage nations. To 
this vast territory he gave the name of Canada, 
or New France. For many years the settlers met 
with great difficulties firom the climate and the 
Indians, but adventurers poured in from the old 
world, and wars and fire-water thinned their foes. 
Some powerful tribes sought theur alliance, serving 
them to the end with faith and courage. Mont- 
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real, Niagara, and other towns were founded, and 
Quebec was strengthened into the Gibraltar of the 
West. 

The quarrels of the mother countries involved 
these colonists in constant difficulties with their 
English neighbours of the south, and their Indian 
allies added unheard-of horrors to their wars. 
After many alternate successes, a British army of 
great force, under the command of General 
Amherst, invaded Canada in 1759. Ticonderoga 
fell into his power, and Niagara was won by the 
division of General Johnson, after a gallant battle. 
These triumphs were of but little moment, for all 
knew that on Quebec the fate of Canada depended, 
and the repulse of General Hill, half a century 
before, had given a lesson of its strength. A large 
fleet, however, commanded by Admiral Saunders, 
carrying an army of seven thousand men, reached 
the Island of Orleans in the end of Jime. 

For a few years, and for a great purpose, 
England was given one of those men whose nam^ 
light up the page of history. He was hiunble, and 
gentle as a child, graceful in person and manners, 
and, raised by transcendant merit in early manhood, 
he did high service at Minden and Louisbourg. The 
purpose was accomplished, and the gift resumed at 
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Quebec, when he was thirty-five years old. This 
was Wolfe ; to him the expedition was entrusted* 

He took possession of the Island of Orleans, and 
occupied Point Levy with a detachment. His 
prospects were not encouraging: the great strong- 
hold frowned down on him from an almost inac- 
cessible position, bristling with guns, defended by 
a supericMT force from a gallant army, and inhabited 
by a hostile population. Above the city, steep 
banks rendered landing almost impossible ; below, 
the country, for eight miles, was embarrassed by 
two rivers, many redoubts, and the watchful Indians. 
A part of the fleet lay above the town, the 
remainder in the North Channel, between the 
Island of Orleans and Montmorenci ; each ebb-tide 
floated down fire-ships, but the sailors towed them 
ashore, and they were harmless. 

The plan which first suggested itself was, to 
attack by the side of Montmorenci, but the brave 
Montcalm was prepared to meet it. On the 31st 
rf July, a division of grenadiers landed below the 
falls ; some of the boats grounded on a shoal, and 
caused great confusion, so tiiat arrangements, excel- 
lent in themselves, were in their result, disastrous. 
These men, with an indiscreet ardour, advanced, 
unformed and unsupported, against the entrench- 
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ments. A steady and valiant defence drove them 
back ; a storm threatened, and the loss was heavy, 
so the General re-embarked the troops with qniet 
regularity. The soldiers drooped under their 
reverse, but there was always one cheerful face, 
that of their leader. Inward care and labour 
wasted his weak frame; he wrote to England sadly 
and despondingly, for the future was very dark ; 
but he acted on an inspiration. Though his Gene- 
rals were brave men, they started at his plans ; he 
stood alone in his own bold counsel, risked the 
great venture, and won. 

On the night of the 12th of September^ the 
fleet approached the shore below the town, as if to 
force a landing. The troops embarked at one in 
the morning, and ascended the river for three 
leagues, when they got into boats, and floated 
noiselessly down the stream, passing the sentries 
unobserved. Where they landed, a steep, narrow 
path wound up the side of the diff forming the 
river's bank ; it was defended bravely against them, 
but in vain. When the sun* rose, the army stood 
upon the plains of Abraham. 

Montcalm found he was worsted as a General, 
but it was still left to him to fight as a soldier; bis 
order of battle was promptly and skilfully made. 
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The regular troops were his left, resting on the 
bank over the river ; the gallant Canadian Seig- 
neurs, with their Provincials, and supported by two 
regiments, his right. Beyond them, crowding the 
English left, were clouds of French and Indian 
skirmishers. 

General Townshend met these with six regi- 
ments ; the Louisbourg Grenadiers formed the front 
of battle, to the right, resting on the diflF; and 
there was Wolfe, exhorting them to be steady, and 
to reserve their discharge. The French attacked 
at forty paces; they staggered under the fire, 
but repaid it wdl; at length they slowly gave 
ground. As they fell back, the bayonet and 
the claymore of the Highlanders broke their 
ranks, and drove them with great carnage into the 
town. 

At the first, Wolfe had been wounded in the wrist, 
another shot struck him in the body ; but he dis- 
sembled his suffering, for his duty was not yet 
done. Again a ball passed through his breast, 
and he sank. When they raised him from the 
ground, he tried with his faint hand to clear the 
death-mist from his eyes ; he could not see how the 
battle went, but the voice which fell upon his 
dying ear told him he was immortal. 

VOL. L D 
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There is a small monumeht on the plaee of his 
death, with the date, and thk inscription :— ^" iHere 
died Wolfe, victorious. He was too precious to be 
left, even on the field of his glory. England, 
jealous of his ashes, laid them with his father's m 
the town where he was bom. The chivalrous 
Montcalm was also slsin in a lofty sftuation on 
Cape Diamond. A pillar is erected to the memory 
of two illustrious men, Wolfe and ^ontoalhi." 

Five days after the battle, Quebec surrendered, oh 
such terms as generous victors give to galtot foes. 
The news of these evrats readied home but forty- 
eight hours lat^ than the first discouraging 
despatch, and spread universal joy fcr the great 
gain, and sorrow for its price. Throughout all 
broad England were illuminations and songs of 
triumph, except in one country village, for there 
WoHe's widowed mother mourned her only child. 

This iis the story of Quebec neaify a hundred 
years ago, and the reason why that flag of dear old 
England floats over its citadel 

Shortly after the cession 'of Canada by France, 
in 1763, English law was, by royal proclamation, 
established in the colony. In 1774, the Frencii 
civil law was restored, with some sHght reserve as 
to titles of land. The English criminal code was 
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retained, and rdigious liberty and the rights of the 
clergy were guaranteed, subject to the supremacy 
of the crown. 

These concessions caused mogt of the Englisji 
settlers to remove, in mHea discontent, further to 
ihe west, where th^ were free from the hated 
French se^odal rights. There they founded 
Upper Canada. In 1791, legislatures were granted 
to each province, the Lower Chamber elective, the 
U}^)er appointed by the royal authority, and 
thus Hie latter became exdusiveLy British, lliese 
two bodies were at once arrayed against each other, 
and it must be confessed that there were many 
just grounds of complaint, and abuses which the 
elective house always vigorously attacked. 

In the year 1828, the people of the Lower 
province presented an address, si^ed by 87,000 
persons, complaining of the partial distribution 
of patronage, the illegal application of the public 
money, and of some Acts r^ulating trade loid ten- 
ures, of the Imperial Parliament At the same time 
10,000 of the British inhabitants of the province 
petitioned to be freed ipom the mischievous pres- 
sure of the French civil law. In 1831, great 
concessions were made to the French party ; the 
composition of the legislative council was alt^^ 
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in their favour ; the control of all fimds pro- 
ceeding from duties in the colony was yielded to 
the House of Assembly, and power was given 
them to alter the laws on the tenure of property. 

England, having granted so much in a generous 
spirit of conciliation, was unfortunately met by 
exorbitant demands of further concessions ; sudi 
as to make the Upper House elective, the executive 
council directly responsible to the people, and to 
amend the agreements made by the government 
with the Canada Land Company. These were at 
once refused, and the assembly stopped the supplies. 

While affairs were thus at a dead lock, violent 
demagogues, generally men of some education 
and very little responsibility, tried, by every means 
m their power, to excite the minds of the simple 
French Canadians to resist these supposed wrongs. 
They were unfortunately but too successful, and in 
some districts the people rose in revolt. There 
-were not wanting men in the English House of 
Commons, who rejoiced in the insurrection, and 
expressed ardent wishes for its success. 

The government determined at once to strike 
at the root of the evil, by an effort to seize the 
leadei*s of tlie sedition, who were supposed to be 
assembled at St. Denis and St. Charles, on the 
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Richelieu river, which flows into the St. Lawrence 
from the south. 

On the night of November 22, 1837, a detach- 
ment from Sorel, of about four hundred and fifty 
men, marched upon St. Denis, and arrived at 
its dei^ation at ten in the morning. The 
night had been one of extraordinary severity, the 
roads were ploughed up by the heavy rains, and 
the fatigue of a twelve hours' march, under such 
difficulties, had exhausted and harassed the troops. 

The insurgents, to the number of fifteen hundred, 
were posted behind a barricade, in a fortified house 
and some biuldings on the flank. Their leader 
W3is Wolfi:^d Nelson, who had at least the merit 
of being a brave rebel, and who at present represents 
the Richelieu district in the provincial parliament, 
having experienced the clemency of the imperial 
government. 

/ A sharp fire opened upon the troops when they 
appeared, and the efforts against the entrenched 
position failed, the resistance .being very deter- 
mined. The amhiunition of the assailants was 
soon exhausted, and they were obliged to yield the 
victory ; the roads had become impassable, a gun 
was abandoned in the retreat, and sixteen men 
were killed and wounded. 
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This first and last gleam of sunshine on rebdiion, 
was darkened, by as ruthless and cowardly an 
assassination as ever stained a cause. An office of 
the 32nd regiment, Lieutenant Weir, had been smt 
with despatches to another detadunent; on return* 
ing to the retreating one, he was betrayed, it is 
said, by his driver, into the hands of the rebels at 
St. Denis. They sent him as a prisoner to St^ 
Charles, under the diarge of Francis Jalbert, 
formerly a Captain of miUtia, and another man. 
Both, I believe, are still alive to bear the curse of 
thdr foul crime. 

Hiey tied their victim's hands behind his baSsk 
with cords, placed him in a cart, and went on their 
journey. Hie roads were so bad that tiie horse 
soon stopped; Jalbert told their prisoner to get 
out of the conveyance and walk ; as he could not 
move his hands, and his limbs were chilled and 
stiff, he had some diffioully in reaching the ground, 
and then leaned against the cart to support himsdf ; 
at the same time remonstrating, and insisting on 
having his arms unbound. Jalbert, irritated at 
this, rushed at him from bdbind, and stabbed him 
in the back with a sword. HefeU, and the weapon 
remained firmly fixed, from the strength of the 
blow. The murderer, holding the hilt still in his{ 
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h^d^ stamped with his heavy heel qq the prostrate 
l^y, till he had dragged out the ^lade : writhing 
with p{|in, tied down^ ^ad helpless, the poor young 
man crept under the part wheds for protection ; but 
the human tigers, one witl^ the sword, the other 
^th an axe, struck at l^m as he lay, maiming 
him at every blow. 

There was no hope of escape ; but, by a sort of 
iQstinct, he stn^led up and made an effif»t to 
Hmp away; pursued, he turned and tried feebly 
^th his foot to parry the assai^in's swor^. The 
other was behind him, pnd swung thet hea^ axe 
down on his bare head ; he felt the coming blow, 
bait to avoid it, and threw up his boun4 hands 
to avert the faU. The blunt steel, with a cnishing, 
ipangliog sound, tore off his fingers and beat in 
his skuU. The myrda*er8 tl^en threw thp body 
into the Biphelieu river, and CQvered it with stones ; 
some brqther officers, guided by t^e villagers, 
foi(n4 it there, but cquld sparcely recognize, in the 
battered corpse, thq gay am} gallant young officer 
&ey had so lately ^eei^. Who can be surprised 
that some of the exaspepatf^d Sfoldiery took a ^erse 



On tbo same night the faroops marched o^ St. 
Denis Li^itenant-Co^onel Wetherall left Chambly, 
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with five hundred men and two guns, for St Charles. 
The intention was that these two attacks should 
have been simultaneous, but the bridges were 
destroyed, the weather was very severe, and the 
roads were difficult, so that the detachment did 
not arrive till noon on the 25th. The rebels 
were numerous, strongly posted in field works, 
and animated by the news of the success at 
St. Denis. The gallant Colonel Wetherall, as 
soon as he had formed his troops, led them to 
the assault. After a sturdy defence the position was 
carried, and the village burnt. The insurgents 
suffered a heavy loss : the troops had twenty-one 
killed and wounded. 

This disaster was fatal to the hopes of the rebels 
on the Richelieu ; and, soon after, they aD dispersed. 
A man named Brown had been their leader ; he 
shewed himself the dastard through the brief 
struggle; and, at the first symptom of reverse, 
deserted his deluded followers, and fled to the 
United States. All the leaders, except Nelson, 
added disgracefiil cowardice to their treason. He 
was taken, having stood by his people to the last. -■ 

There is a rich and beautifiil district, called " The 
County of the Two Mountains," thirty miles up 
the Ottawa river, west of Montreal. The highest 
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of the hilk from which it derives its name is calkd 
Calvary, held sacred by the Canadians and the 
remnants of two great Indian nations, the Mohawks 
and Algonquins, living at its base. A large lake 
lies in its shade, terminated by the rapids of St 
Anne ; here, in the old time, the voyagers used 
to bid farewell to the haunts of men, in the church 
of their tutelary saint, and receive the blessing on 
their journeys. We have all heard their beautiful 
boat song in our English homes ; its tones are very 
sweet on their own bright waters. Moore's words 
are of this spot, in the beautiful line — 

"We'll sing at St. Anne's our parting hymn." 

At the time of our story, this lovely country was 
deformed by the evil passions of men; it was the 
centre of the revolt, the scene of its worst excesses. 
A numerous body of the disaffected were assem- 
bled here, led by a man named Girod, a clever 
demagogue, who had received a good education, 
but was devoid of courage or principle. 

On the morning of the 13th of December, Sir 
John Colbome, the commander of the forces in 
Canada, with about thirteen hundred men, advanced 
from Montreal towards this district, along the left 
bank of the Ottawa. On the opposite side was 
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the fortified village of St. Eustache ; on the 14th 
the anny crossed the river and invested it. The 
greater number of the insurgents, terrified at the 
approach of danger, fled in the night : among these 
was Girod; he vvas overtaken, and put the seal 
upon his shame hy suicide. A brave, mi^uided 
enthusiast, named Chenier, with about four hundred 
men, threw themselves into the church and the 
adjoining buildings, and defended themselves with 
courage and constancy ; but Iheir cover was beaten 
down, and finally fired by the artillery ; thdr leada: 
and many of their number were slain, the remainder 
taken or dispersed. 

The next day the troops advanced on St. Benoit^ 
where had been the stronghold of the insurrec- 
tion ; a vigorous resistance was expected, but the 
leaders who were so bold in speech dared not act 
out their treason ; a deputation from the inhabitants 
came to beg for mercy ; they said that those who 
had incited them to rise had deserted them in their 
time of trial. Their submission was accepted, and 
fhey were allowed to depart to their homes. 

On the 16th, Sir John Colbome returned to 
Montreal, leaving a detachment to reduce the rest 
of the district ; there was no further resistance. 
Many loyaBsts had fled firom St, Eustache and the 
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Bivi^ijB du ChSnei during the hxki power of the 
insurgents, suffering much insult and hardship. 
When the wheel turned, tliese injuries were re- 
yeoged in the blackened hearths of the defeated ; 
though the soldiery exerted themselves to the ut- 
most to save the villages, and partially succeed^. 
The three principal newspapers employed in 
£|»reading i^ disaffection, vanished at the first 
outbreak, as did ^dsp the great leader of their 
party in ihe house of assembly : he, in after times, 
expressed the strongest disapprobation of these 
scenes of violence and dsuQger ; and, while they were 
being enacted, gave a proof of his dislike to them 
quite convincing to his followers, by keeping his 
own person out oi the^ reach. Many of his 
adnur^s, no doubt, regretted very much when 
flying from the law or mounting the scaffold, that 
.they had not imitate^ his later proceedings as 
implicitly as they had acted on the plain tendencies 
of his principles. The next time he was heard of, 
he was safely settled in the State of New York. 
jPerhaps, if the insurrection h^^l terminated success- 
;fully, he might at length have overcome his horror 
of the bloodshed which purchased it. His ardent 
patriotism might have urged him to sacrifice his 
own feelings to the public good, and '^ La Nation 
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Canadienne** might have had the benefit of the 
fiiture services of its principal hero. 

The troubles in Canada caused great excitement 
among a certain dass of men in the United States : 
some, with a sincere love for freedom, and very 
many others with a still sincerer love for plunder, 
were moved to assist their Canadian neighbours, 
whom they called " The Patriots." These sympa- 
thizers assembled in large bodies, principally 
threatening the upper province. They thought it 
an excellent opportunity for playing the game in 
which their countrymen had succeeded in Texas ; 
their opponents being English, instead of Mexkan, 
spoiled the parallel. " The sympathizers,"— what 
soft and kindly ideas the name they sufusumed 
suggests ! Tearful eyes and cambric handkerchiefs, 
good-Samaritan acts of tenderness and charity 
soothing words of consolation. Not so to them — 
their sympathy was given in the midnight assassins' 
bloody knife, in the torch of the merciless incendiary, 
in the ransacking hand of the rapacious robber. 

Upper Canada was not without its hero : a man 
named William Lyon Mackenzie, the editor of a 
republican newspaper at Toronto, laid aside the 
pen and seized the sword ; he assembled about five 
or six hundred men at a place called Montgomeries' 
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Tavern, four miles from the town, on the evening 
of the 4th of December, with the intention of 
entering in the night. As soon as this decided 
step was taken, they arrested every one on the 
roads, to prevent intelKgence being carried to the 
Governor, Sir Francis Head. 

' Colonel Moodie, a worthy veteran, and three of 
his friends, were unfortunately seen riding towards 
Toronto ; he was fired at from the Tavern ; fell, 
wounded in two places, and in a few hours was 
dead. The leader then harangued his followers, 
telling them that as blood had been shed there was 
now no retreat, and persuading them to advance. 
The authorities were perfectly aware of the ap- 
proaching danger ; but, confiding in the loyalty of 
the great majorily of the inhabitants, all the troops 
had been sent to the lower province at the first 
news of the outbreak there. The insurgents, 
styling themselves a provincial convention, pub- 
lished proclamations, calling on the people to rise 
and free themselves; in terms of blasphemous 
hypocrisy using the name of God to urge them to 
break God's law. 

Some loyal volunteers manned the city hall, and 
orders were given to the militia to assemble imme- 
diately. During the night nothing occurred but 
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^ slight Bkinnish, in which the iiisurgei^s i^&^ 
worsted. The next day the govanor had mustered 
sufficient strength to attack, bat first made m 
effort to l»ing the deluded peo{de to reason wi^ 
out the loss of life. In the mean time his 
opponent had seized the n^, and in&pris^^Eifiid 
several inoffensive individuals. A number of 
horses were also pressed for his service, and a 
neighbour's house was burned. Flushed \yith these 
adiievements, the attempts of the peace-msJfi^ 
-w^:^ useless. 

On the 7th of December, Colonel Mq Nf^, 
•with a party of militia, marched J&om Toronto, and 
-attadced the tavern; the defenders, who were 
armed with rifles, made a short resistance and 
<fled; their leaders, as the governor quaintly de- 
scribes it, '^ in a state of the greatest agitation ran 
away." A good many priscmers were taken, but 
immediately afterwards contemptuously dism^sed. 

The news of this rebellious movement had at 
once roused the indignation of the masses of the 
population; from ten to twelve thousand men 
immediately crowded to Toronto, to give their 
s^rices to the law. The day after its termination 
a public notice informed them that there was no 
occasion for their services in that place, and the 
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forces of the Eastern districts were allowed to turn 
towards Lower Canada. 

In the mean tune, the ex*e(£tor had escaped m 
disguise to Buffalo, in the United States, where, by 
the story of his wrongs, and by promises, he succeed- 
ed in collecting a force of sympathizing Americans, 
who plundered the state arsenals of cannon, arms, 
and ammunition, and took possession of Navy 
Island, a little above the Falls of Niagara, on the 
13th of December. 

Supplied with stores and provisions from Buffalo, 
they threw up works, and threatened the opposite 
shore. Very few Canadians joined them. Pro- 
clamations from the Provisional Government were 
published from this place, offering a hundred 
dollars, and three hundred acres of land, in their 
future conquests, to every volunteer. Five hundred 
pounds were offered for the apprehension of the 
English Governor, the rebels stating that all the 
wealth and resources of the country would speedily 
be at their disposal. 

They opened a fire rf artillery upon the houses 
of the peaceable inhabitants of the Canada shore, 
but without doing much injury : a body of 
militia watched their movements defensively. On 
the 28th of December, the steamer CaroHne, 
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employed in conveying arms and suppKes to Navy 
Island, was boarded by ^ome loyalists, led by Lieu- 
tenant Drew, an officer of the Royal Navy, while 
moored to Fort Schlosser, on the American shore, 
and, after a bloody struggle, carried ; she was then 
set on fire, and suflfered to drift over the great falls. 
It was an awful sight ; the blazing mass, floating 
slowly at first, but each moment increasing its 
pace, at length whirled rapidly along — all aroimd, 
the red glare lighting up the gloomy forest, the 
broad waters, and the dark wintry night, as it 
rushed past to its terrible grave. 

Exaggerated versions of this attack caused great 
excitement in America, but the undoubted piratical 
occupation of the vessel convinced aU well-thinking 
people of its necessity, and the United States 
government did not agitate the question of the 
invasion of territory. 

Soon afterwards, a sufllcient force was collected to 
dislodge these invaders from Navy Island A short 
cannonade from the north bank of the river, caused 
them to evacuate their position on the night of the 
14th of January. When they landed on the shore 
of the United States, their leader was arrested and 
held to bail, and thdr arms taken possession of by 
the authorities. Other attempts were made by 
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sympathizers, on Kingston and Amherstburgh, but 
were at once defeated by the militia. Another party 
having assembled at Point Pelde Island, in Lake Erie, 
the artillery and troops marched twenty miles over 
the ice to attack them, taking up a position which 
obliged them either to fight or surrender. There 
was a sharp resistance, many of the soldiers were 
shot down in their dose ranks, from behind the 
wooded coverts ; after some time they extended 
their files, to avoid the concentrated fire, and 
charged with the bayonet; the island was then 
carried, and most of the defenders captured or 
slain. 

For all these forays, except in the first outbreak 
at Toronto, nearly aU the marauders were citizens 
of the United States, and their conduct throughout 
was unredeemed by a single act of humanity, 
generosity, or courage. The Washington govern- 
ment, with good faith, tried to restrain these 
outrages, but the feeble executive was unequal to 
the tesk. Every night, houses were sadced and 
burned on the Canadian side. Amongst other 
depredations, a pillar raised to the memory of the 
iH^ve Sir Isaac Brock, slain at the head of an 
English force in the last American war, was blown 
up with gunpowder, and much injuredi by a man 
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of the name of Lett, who was afterwards im** 
prisoned for robbery in the United States. 

On the 30th of May following, a party of 
sympathizers plundered and burned a Canadism 
i^teamer, the Sir Robert Peel, while lying at Wdls 
Island, belonging to the United States, in the river 
St. I^Awrence. The leader was a man named 
Johnson, of great cunning and skill ; he ipinaged 
to carry on his system of piracy and destruetion 
for a considerable time, without interruption. For 
twenty-five miles below Kingston, the Thousand 
Islands adorns the river j they are nearly two 
thousand in number, rocky, wooded, without inha» 
bitanta, and varying in size from ten miles long to 
mere rocky tnfts. In this watery labyrinth, where 
the thick forests overshadow the river, thes# 
marauders lyrked ; they were provided with boat^ 
of wonderful swi^ness, their expeditions were 
secret and sudden, and pxursuit was vain. 

In the month of September, several Frendx 
Qanadbns were tried by the usual forms of law, iof 
the mnrder of a volunteer named Chartraud, whidi 
had been perpetrated with cold-blooded atrodty. 
The jury were exdusively countrymen of (he 
^kccused, all others had been ol:gected to in the 
^hall^ge. The crime was scarcely denied| aiidi 
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was proved by the clearest evidence to every one 
but those with whom it lay to decide ; they gave 
the verdict, *' not guilty," and were in consequence 
^itertabed at public dinners and applauded for 
their patriotism, by the disaffected party. The 
conimon trial by jury was thus found to be quite 
unsuited^to the emergency, and the disposal of the 
prisoners became a source of great embarrassment 
to the government. 

On the arrival of the high-minded, but injudi* 
cious Earl of Durhsuoa, (who had been sent out as 
plaiipotentiary at the time of these difficulties,) 
tiie question was solved by a general gaol delivery, 
with some very few exceptions of those Ti^iose 
crimes were pre-eminently heinous. A prockmalion 
was ako issued, allowing those who had fled out of 
ibe oountry to return unmolested to their homes. 

Lord Durham's mission produced a statement 
of the condition of the country, and the sources of 
ifs difficulties. The spirit of the document is as 
fiilbws : — " The root of the evil in Lower Caiiada 
IS in the difference of races arraying the peofde in 
endiuing and bitter hoi^ty against each other. 
The distinction in language, education, and religion, 
is not softened down by social mt^course, they 
uddom meet in sodety, each have their own banks 
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and hotels. They inherit in an exaggerated d^ree 
the peculiarities of their origin, and the English 
take but little pains to conceal their contempt and 
intolerance for the customs and manners of their 
neighbours. Every political difference may be 
traced to the same source — ^the contest of the 
races. ' > 

" A peculiarity in the formation of French-Cana- 
dian society, is also a fruitful cause of mischief; 
from the means afforded by public foundations for 
attaining the higher branches of education, the 
professions are grea% overstocked. Two or three 
hundred young men, nearly all of humble birth, 
are annually turned out from the public schools ; 
averse to sinking back to the lowly occupations of 
their parents, a few become priests, the remainder 
lawyers and surgeons. With these every village 
swarms. Thus the best-educated people are 
generally connected by ties of blood, and intimacy, 
with the most ignorant inhabitants. In social inter- 
course the abler mind gains an influence over the 
mass, and thus the demagogue here becomes more 
powerful than in any other country. 

" The general inclination to jobbing, results in a 
perfect scramble in the House of Assembly for 
each to get as much as he can for his constituents 
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and himself; this is carried to such an extent, that 
a great proportion of the schoohnasters appointed 
could neither read nor write. The judicial system 
appears to have been feeble and imperfect : except 
in the large towns, there was no public officer to 

. whom any order could be directed.'* 

In the middle of October the state of Canada 
again became gloomy; numbers of the French 
population bound themselves, by secret oaths and 

. signs, into a dangerous organization ; the terrified 
loyalists crowded into the towns, or fled the 
country ; the thirst of blood and rapine was 
awakened on the American frontier, and the militia 
of English origin, dissatisfied with the pardon of 
the rebels, who had inflicted such injuries on them 
and been arrested by their prowess, shewed much 
disinclination again to come forward in so un- 
promising a cause. 

A portion of the French inhabitants were again in 
arms on the 3rd of November ; their plan being to 
rise in Montreal, and destroy the troops whfle they 
were at church and imarmed. By this time the go- 
vernment had devolved upon the gallant Sir John 
Colbome, whose wise precautions and admirable 
arrangements defeated their intentions. 

i At Beauhamois the rebels attacked the house of 
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Mr. EDioe, latdy secretary to the govmv>r, and 
carried him off ; treating the ladks, however, with 
consideration and courtesy. On the sanve ikiy^ 
body of armed men concealed themselves near ihe 
Indian village of Caughrrawaga ; 1^ news arrived 
while the warriors of the tribe were at church : 
they sallied out with the arms they could collect at 
the mom^t, and fell upon the rebels. These, sur- 
prised, scarcdy resisted, and were tied with dieir 
own sashes and garters by tl^ victors, who carried 
liiem in boats to Montreal gaol. The Indiaa chkf 
tdd the general that, if necessary, he would bring 
him the scalp of every inhabitant in the neighbour- 
hood in twenty-four hours. 

These Indians are the remnant of the cmoe 
powerful and ferodous tribes of the Six Natioi^ ; 
tiiey are now domesticated, and cultivate the land. 
The chiefs are humane men, and enforce strict 
order ; none of their prisoners were ii^ured. 

About four thousand insui^ents collected at 
Napierville, under the command of Doctor Robert 
Nelson and two others, who had all been included 
in ttie late amnesty. Some troops were marched 
on this point, but th^ found that the greater 
number of the insurgents had disappeared, and 
were beyond pursuit. Some of diem had been 
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detadied to open a commij^ication with tbe Uliited 
States : these were met by a party of loyal T^oitm- 
te^rs, who Iwravely defeated th«n, drove them across 
ti» frontier, took several prisoners, a fidd piec^, 
and three himdred stand of arms, TRie victors 
tiien threw themselves mto the church at Oddl 
Town, awaited the approach of Dr. Nelson and the 
rebels who had fled from Napierville, and repulsed 
Hiem with the loss of more than a hundred men. ^ 

Mt. EDiee, and several other loyalist prisoners, 
were carried by the rebels to Chateaugay, and well 
treated ; finally they were released, and the road 
pointed out to them by which to reach La Prairie, 
In this rising there was but Uttle violence, or no 
cruelty, in the conduct of the Canadians. Dr. 
Robert Nelson^s address to the people declared for in- 
dq)endence, a republican government, the confisca^ 
tion of the crown and church lands and the 
possessions of the Canada Company, the abolition 
of seignorial rights, and of imprisonment for 
debt. 

In Upper Canada, five hundred American sym- 
pathizers landed at Prescott, oh the St. Lawrence, 
with several pieces of cannon, on the evening of 
&e 1 2th. Soon after, a party of English troops 
and nsilitia attacked them, driving them into two 
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strong houses and a stone windmill^ where they 
defended themselves with great tenacity. They 
finally surrendered, however, and were carried pri- 
soners to Kingston, to be tried by court-martiaL 

Another body landed near Sandwich, in the 
western part of Upper Canada : they burned the 
Thanus steam-boat, the barracks, and the militia- 
men within; shot some inoffensive people, and 
mwdered Dr. Hume, a military surgeon. He 
had mistaken them for some of the provincial mili- 
tia, and fallen into their hands unarmed ; his body 
was thrown aside, hacked, and mangled by axes 
and knives. Colonel Prince, on hearing of these 
atrocities, assembled a few militia-men, when the 
dastard assassins, makbg but little resistance, fled; 
their exasperated pursuers overtook, and slew 
many of them. 

A pubUc meeting was held at" New York, for the 
purpose of promoting the invasion of Canada; Dr. 
Wolfred Nelson and many other refugees attending 
it. At the same time the inhabitants of Oswego, 
an American town nearly opposite to Prescott, as- 
sembled ; and, through the commanding officer of 
the United States' army in that district, begged 
that consideration might be shewn for the mis- 
guided men who, under false representations, had 
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been begufled into the invasion of a friendly 
country. 

Six of the Prescott brigands, and three of the 
assassins of Dr. Hume, were executed. TRie leader 
of the former was the first tried, and hanged ; his 
name was Von Schoultz, a Pole by birth, and 
jnerely a military adventurer. He had fought with 
skin and courage, and died bravely and without 
complaint, except of the false representations which 
had caused his ruin, by inducing him to join the 
godless cause. Doing all that lay in his power to 
repair his error, he left his little property, about 
eight himdred pounds, half to the Roman Catholic 
College at Kingston, and the remainder to the 
widows and orphans of the English soldiers and 
militia who had 'fallen in the combat where he was 
taken. 

Several people were also executed in consequence 
of the attack on Toronto. TRie most remarkable 
of these was a man named Lount, a native of the 
United States, but settled in Canada ; he had been 
a blacksmith, and had acquired considerable pro- 
perty, and influence among his neighbours. He 
became a member of the Provincial Parliament, 
where he formed intimacies with the most dangerous 
of the political agitators, and his more ardent 
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nature soon led him to outstrip them all in the 
violence of sedition. 

His trial excited very great interest : doubt there 
was none, and the solemn sentence was pronounced. 
His daughter, a girl of no common attractions, had 
forced her way through the crowd, dose to the 
judges' bench. With fixed eye, and bloodless 
cheeks, she heard the fatal words which blighted 
earthly hope ; for a time they were but an empty 
voice, no meaning reached her stunned senses. 
Slowly, and with an increasing distinctness, the 
terrible reality stamped itself upon her soul. She 
was carried to her home, thence to her long home. 

Her father prayed earnestly, and acknowledged 
the justice of his pimishment, when on the scaffold. 
In the last moment, he wondered that his child had 
not come to bid him farewell ; when he complained, 
he did not know that they were to meet so soon. 

Very great leniency was shown by the English 
Government; fifty or sixty persons were transported; 
but nearly all the political offenders have since been 
pardoned. Occasionally there were instances ,of 
great apparent harshness. Where such nimibers 
were implicated, over such an extent of country, at 
a great distance fi-om the fountain head, with seve- 
ral changes of Governors, such cases could not be 
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altogether avoided ; unfortunately, those really most 
guilty were not always the men made to expiate 
their offences. 

The loyal Canadians, who had suffered much 
during the insurrection, were discontented and 
indignant at this tendency to clemency ; particularly 
with regard to the sympathizers, whom they looked 
on as assassins and rohbers. 

Thus ended the Canadian rebellion ; the handy- 
work of a few political knaves and desperate adven- 
turers, acting on the passions and ignorance of a 
portion of a virtuous and peaceful people. What- 
ever may have been their wrongs, real or imaginary, 
such an attempt at redress was but a murderous 
folly. Without arms, money, or combmation — 
with leaders only conspicuous by cowardice and 
incapadty — with only sufficient spirit to pro- 
secute their first success by an atrocious 
assassination — unsupported, discountenanced by 
the mass of the intelligent and wealthy even of 
thdr own race — opposed by the more warlike and 
energetic inhabitants of the Upper Province — they 
threw themselves madly into the field against the 
greatest of earthly powers; their only allies, the 
robber refuse of a neighbouring population. 

As a political movement, it was an egregious 
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error; as a military effort, it was below contempt :. 
not that one would wish for a moment to depreciate 
the merits of the brave and judicious leaders, and 
the gallant troops, through whose instrumentality 
it was suppressed ; nor to speak with less pride 
and pleasure of those loyal men, who, fix)m the 
chief justice of a province to the hardy woodsman — 
from the descendant of the earliest settler to the 
emigrant but just landed from his English home 
or Irish country village — had all, with ready heart 
and hand, fought for the crown and laws of our 
matchless country. 

The republican journals of France took up the 
cause of the rebels with fiery zeal. Undeterred 
by profound ignorance of the circumstances of the 
case, they spoke of " their brethren in blood and 
principle, the six hundred thousand oppressed 
French in Canada, who had ris^i en masse against 
British tyranny, the motive and soul of which is 
inveterate hatred of all that is French." 

On the 7th of September, the Governor of 
Canada, Mr. Poulett Thompson, afterwards LcHrd 
Sydenham, communicated to the Parliament of the 
Upper Province a proposition from the English 
Government to unite the provinces, both to be 
represented equally in the new Legislature ; that 
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they were to agree to a sufficient civil list, and that 
the charge of the principal part of the debt of 
Upper Canada was to fall on the united province. 
This was agreed to, in both the Legislative Council 
and the House of Assembly. 

In the month of March following, after the 
imion, a general election took place, which was 
^vourable to the Government in its results. Lord 
Sydenham addressed the House, in a sound and 
conciliatory speech, which was weU received, though 
in the ensuing debate the difficult question of 
" Responsible Government" was much dwelt upon. 
He did not live to see the eflfects of his measures. 
In September he feU from his horse, and soon after 
died in great torture ; continuing, however, to fulfil 
his duties with unflinching fortitude to the end. 
His last wish was, that his grave might be on the 
banks of the St. Lawrence. 

Sir Charles Bagot was the next Governor. He, 
to a certain extent, succeeded in the fusion of par- 
ties, admitting some representatives of each section 
into his ministry. He was shortly compelled, by 
in health, to return to England, where he soon 
after died. 

In January, 1843, Sir Charles Metcalfe, now 
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Lord Metcalfe, succeeded him. This distinguished 
officer was, for many years, in the service of the 
East India Company. In 1839 he was appointed 
Governor of Jamaica, where he had very great dif- 
ficulties to contend with, but overcame them all ; 
gaining the admiration, love, and respect of the 
inhabitants, and the fullest approbation of the 
authorities at home. On the 28th of September, 
Sir Charles Metcalfe opened the third session of 
the united Legislature, in a speech expressing the 
greatest anxiety for improvements in the colony, 
and for a more efficient system of emigration. He 
announced the act of the Imperial Government, 
admitting Canada com to England at a nominal 
duty, and recommended various local arrangements 
for consideration. An animated debate took place 
on the subject of the future seat of government, 
which was at length fixed at Montreal. 

Not long afterwards, the ministry insisted on a 
pledge that they Were to be consulted on all ap- 
pointments by the Governor; this was at once 
denied, as limiting the prerogative of the crown, 
and implying a want of confidence. The Mimstry, 
with one exception, then resigned office ; and were 
supported in this step by a majority of the House 
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of Assembly, who voted an address to the Gover- 
nor, expressing their regret at what had occurred ; 
but, at the same time, disclaiming any wish to 
exact a stipulation from the head of the Govern- 
ment. TRie session was then abruptly brought to 
a conclusion, and the authorities at home expressed 
fidl approbation of the acts of the provincial Go- 
vernor. In the spring of 1845, the House of 
Assembly was dissolved on these questions. The 
result of the general election was the return of a 
good working majority in support of the worthy 
Governor and the views of the English Govern- 
ment. During the anxious time of his collision 
with the late ministry, the general election, and the 
meeting of the Parliament, Sir Charles Metcalfe 
laboured under intense bodily suffering, but with 
gallant constancy still continued in the discharge 
of his office. His successful zeal and wisdom were 
rewarded by a peerage, which, while conferring 
honour upon him, reflects it also not a little on the 
order to which he now belongs. Unfortunately for 
Canada, continued ill-health rendered his further 
stay in the country impossible; in the end of 
the year 1845 he returned to England, with the 
respect and personal regard of all those over whom 
he had ruled. 
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The Earl Cathcart, Commander of the Forces 
in North America, has heen appointed his suc- 
cessor. It will only he necessary for him to be 
equally efficient in his civil, as he has been in 
his military, rule, to gain the respect and esteem 
ofaU. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Q U E B E Cr—AU T U M N. 

Business, and making arrangements for my 
sojourn for the winter, occupied a short time after 
my arrival. At our first leisure, the captain and I 
started for a day of sight-seeing within the limits 
of the town, despite the almost tropical heat of the 
weather. 

Without entering into particulars about the 
public buildings, I may say, that the impression on 
our minds was, that they were exceedingly ugly. 
They are dispersed all over the town, as if ashamed 
of being seen in each other's company. There are 
five gates of the city, in the fortifications ; fi'om 
each of these, streets run towards the centre of the 
town, playing at cross purposes in a most ingenious 
manner, forming bends and angles in every con- 
ceivable variety of inconvenience. The streets are 
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all narrow ; the shops not generally showy, though 
much improved of late ; the houses irregular. St. 
Johu^s is the principal thoroughfare ; it is paved 
with large blocks of wood. 

There are several pleasant walks; one all round the 
ramparts ; a platform, with a magnificent view, over- 
looking the river, and an esplanade to the land side. 
Wherever you can get your head high enough to look 
over the walls, you see around you a country of 
almost xmequalled beauty. TRie portion of the city 
within the defences is called the Upper Town, and 
contains the dwellings of the wealthier people, and 
the shops frequented by them. The great majority of 
this dass are of English origin. The private houses 
are built more with a view to comfort and conve- 
nience than external beauty, and few of them are of 
any pretension. The Lower Town consists prind- 
paQy of banks, merchants' offices, stores, and timbar 
yards, with an amazing number of small hotels 
and inns. 

The suburbs are nearly all built of wood, but 
have churches, hospitals, and convents of more 
lasting material. The great mass of the people in 
these districts ^e French Canadians. The total 
population of the city is little short of forty thousand, 
being an increase of fifteen thousand in fifteen years. 
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TRiere are large Church of England and Roman 
Catholic cathedrals, and four churches of each of 
these persuasions, also two Presbyterian and two 
Wesleyan. There is a tolerable museum, and two 
good public libraries. The hotels are nothing to 
boast of; they are conducted on the American 
system, like boarding-houses: the sleeping-rooms 
are bare and uncomfortable ; the furniture of mine 
consisted chiefly of my portmanteau. 

Besides those of the citadel, there are three bar- 
racks, and guards and sentries in all directions. 
After nightfall you are met at every part of the 
ramparts with " Who goes there ?" which, however, 
you answer or not, as you feel disposed. The town 
is not lighted, with the exception of a few dim oil 
lamps in St. John's Street, for which reason, per- 
haps, it is, that the city police seem to prefer that 
beat ; and, as they are gregariously disposed, you 
may always calculate on finding a sufficient number 
of them there to apprehend the man who has 
knocked you down in some dark and distant part 
of the town, if you can only persuade him to wait 
till you fetch them. 

Most of the streets have wooden trottoirs, very 
pleasant to the feet ; those of St. John's are crowded 
like a fair for two or three hours in the afternoon. 
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with people shopping and shewing thems^es. 
Womankind of all ranks dress here very much as 
in England. The habitans^ or French farmears, 
usually wear a coarse, grey, home-made, doth suit, 
with coloured sashes tied round their waists, and 
often red and blue caps of thick worsted work. 

You are never asked for alms ; Aere is, appa^ 
rently, no poverty ; man is dear, and bread cheap. 
No one who is able and willing to work need want, 
and the convents and charitaUe institutions are 
very active i6 their benevolence to the sick and 
infirm. In everything in this quaint old town 
there is a curious mixture of English and French. 
You see over a comer house, " Cul de Sac Street ;" 
on a sign-board, " Ignace Bougainvillei chemist 
and druggist." In the shops, with English money, 
you pay a Frenchman for English goods; the 
piano at the evening party of Mrs.What's-her-name, 
makes Dutch concert with the music of Madame 
Chose's soiree^ in the next house. Sad to say, the 
two' races do not blend: they are like oil and 
water; the English the oil, being the richer, and 
at the top. The upper classes sometimes inter- 
marry with those of diflferent origin ; the lower very 
rarely. 

The greater energy of the Anglo-Saxon race, tells 
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in everything. They are gradually getting posses- 
sion of the largest shops in the town, and the best 
&nns in the country ; nearly all the trade is in 
tiieir hands ; their numbers, assisted by immigra- 
tion, increase more rapidly. The distinguishing 
characteristic of the Englishman is discontent ; of 
the French, content ; the former always struggling 
to gain the class above him, the latter often sub- 
siding into that below. The time is not very 
remote when, by the constant action of these laws, 
flie masses of the weakerfamily will be but the hewers 
of wood and drawers of water for the stronger. 

These French Canadians have many virtues 
besides their fatal one of content ; they are honest, 
sober, hardy, kind to each other, courteous in their 
manners, and rehgious to superstition. They served 
with loyalty and valour in the last American war ; 
the most brilliant achievement of the time was by 
a body of their militia at Chateaugay, numbering 
only three hundred men, under the gallant de Sa- 
laberry. General Hampton, with nearly twenty 
times their force, and a strong artillery, attacked 
them soon after he crossed the frontier, in his 
invasion of Lower Canada. He was repeatedly, 
and finally repulsed ; the defensive position was so 
well chosen and handled, that the assailants became 
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confused in the woods, and fired upon each other. 
In the end, leaving a good many prisoners in the 
hands of the victors as memorials of their visit, 
they hastily evacuated the country. 

Efforts are now being made to extend education 
in Lower Canada ; but there is great objection to 
it among the hahitanSy and indifference on the 
subject among their superiors. The people are 
wonderfully simple and credulous. A few years 
ago, at a country town, an exhibition of the iden- 
tical serpent which tempted Eve, raised no small 
contribution towards building a church, thus rathe' 
turning the tables on the mischievous reptile. 

Many of their expressions savour strongly of 
the national maritime pursuits of their ancest(rs, 
the early settlers ; such as " embarquer " used as 
" to get into a conveyance ;" " baliser " a road, is 
to mark its direction through the snow with the 
tops of fir trees ; while the pronunciation even of 
the educated is peculiar, as, for example, ^'bon 
swere " for " bon soir." A party of Canadian ladies 
were the other day admiring a painting in one of the 
churches ; a traveller from the United States, who 
was going about sight-seeing, was looking at it at 
the same time, and intruded himself somewhat 
abruptly on their conversation : after a few prelimi«« 
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nary remarks, he observed ^^ That the Canadians 
do not speak the pure language , like the French." 
"Alas, no," retorted one of the ladies, " we speak 
it much as the Americans do English." 

Since Canada became a portion of the English 
empire, many of the laws relating to property have 
been found harassing and unsuitable, and have 
been changed by the representatives of the people. 
The action oi those on bankruptcy is different from 
that in England : by settiem^its on another person, 
the property is secured from the effects of a failure ; 
,and this sometimes falls very injuriously and unjustiy 
on the creditor. When a merchant starts in busi- 
ness he can settie ten thousand pounds on his wife, 
though at the time he may not possess half the 
money ; a year after, he fails, when his debts and 
cmUts may be very large. The settiement on his 
wife stands as the first claim, which probably the 
creditor can meet, but no assets remain for the 
real debts ; — so that the advantages of the failure 
are like Sir Boyle Roche's reciprocity — all on one 
side. In spite of the occasional occurrence of 
instances of this sort, the mercantile community of 
Quebec, as a body, hold a deservedly high position. 
There was a great panic a few years ago, when 
the alteration in the duties on Baltic timber took 
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place, but time has shown that the trade of the 
St. Lawrence, in that most important branch, is 
not in the least injured by it ; indeed, on the con- 
trary, that it has since largely increased : as fast as 
the trees can be cut down and shipped, our won- 
derful little island buys them all up. They ik)w 
send us large quantities of flour and com, and will 
soon be able to send us morCj as the fre&>trade 
to England gives them the encouragem^it of 
very high prices ; a re-taxation by our com laws 
would, of course, deprive them of their trade as 
they at present enjoy it — ^in monopoly. 

The article they are most in want of in Canada, 
at present, is man — even the pauper ; when they 
get that raw material, they soon manufacture it 
into " comfortable goods." As our production of this 
commodity is so rapidly increasing, we should take 
pains to supply their markets better. Poor wander- 
ers ! we should not speak lightly of their mournful lot 
— ^they find the struggle for their coarse food, too 
fierce at home : farewell fiiends — ^farewell tiie land 
they still love, though it only gave them the cruel 
gift of life ! Trust me, the emigrant ship and the 
Canadian forest are not beds of roses. But there, 
with patient industry, they can always, in the end, 
work out prosperity. 
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The citadel is the object of greatest interest in 
Quebec. The approach is^ up a steep hiD forming 
the glacis. Threatened by guns in all directions, 
you must pass by a winding road through a 
detached fortification, and arrive at the gate into 
the body of the place. The front is a high revite-- 
ment of cut stone, with several embrasures for 
cannon, and numerous loopholes for musketry 
fit)m the bomb-proof barracks within. There are 
certain ine£fectual forms of jealousy as to admission, 
kept up; my companion's imiform procured us 
immediate entrance. To the unprofessional eye 
this place appears impregnable, and is, no doubt, 
of great strength, in spite of one or two weak 
points, which the captain pointed out to me in 
confidence. It may, however, be considered per- 
fectly safe from any besieging force likely to be 
brought against it from the American continent, 
for many years to come. 

On the last day of the year 1 775, the American 
general Montgomery was slain, and most of his 
followers shared his fate or were taken, in an 
attack on this stronghold: it was defended by 
General Carlton, the loyal inhabitants, and the 
crews of some English merchant ships ; with about 
one hundred regular troops and invalids. 



dbyGoOgJe 



90 hochelaga; or, 

In the year 1838, Theller, Dodge, and three 
other state prisoners, from the Canadian rebellion, 
made their escape in a snowy night from this 
citadel, while in charge of a battalion of the guards ; 
to the infinite chagrin of the officers, the two first 
got dear away from the town, the others wem 
retaken, one with his leg broken by a flail fi-om the 
walls. 

A short time after this day's expedition, I was 
highly pleased at finding on my table an invitation 
to a military ball, which was to take place at the 
barracks; this oflfered the wished-for opportunity 
of judging if the living beauties of Quebec were as 
worthy of admiration as the inanimate. From 
those I had already seen walking about, I was 
inclined to decide very favourably ; but there is no 
such place for forming an opinion on tiiese matters 
as a ball-room. 

Having discovered that ten o'clock was the 
proper hour to go, I presented myself punctually 
at that time at the door of the barracks, and, with 
a crowd of other guests, walked up stairs. The 
rooms were ornamented with flags, and stars of 
swords, bayonets and ramrods,, arranged about the 
walls in a very martial manner ; but the passages 
had an air of rural simjdicity, carpeted with green 
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baize and overhung with boughs of trees: little side 
rooms were turned into bowers, sofas supplying 
the places of rustic seats, and wax lights of sun- 
shine. Though the passages did not appear to 
lead anywhere in particular, they seemed to be very 
much frequented by some of the couples, after the 
dances, and the bowers were never unoccupied. 

At one end of the ball-room was the regimental 
band, whence the lungs of some dozen or so of 
strong-built soldiers, assisted by the noisiest pos- 
shh musical contrivances, thundered forth the 
quadrilles and waltzes. It was a very gay sight : 
about eighty dancers were going through a qua- 
drille as I entered the room ; the greater number of 
the gentlemen were in their handsome uniforms of 
red, blue, and green ; good looking, with the light 
hair, fresh complexion, and free and honest bear- 
ing of Englishmen ; some were mere boys, having 
just joined from school, with very new coats and very 
stiff collars and manners. Then there were the 
Canadian gentlemen, with their white neckcloths 
and blade clothes, generally smaller and darker 
than their Engli^ feUow-subjects, and much more 
at home in the dance. 

On a range of sofas at one end of the room 
sat the mammas and chaperons, attended by the 
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dderly glBHtlemen ; here also were the young ladies 
who were not dancing, but they were very few. 
I obtained a place in this group of lookers on, and 
found myself seated next an elderly young lady of 
rather an angular cast of mind and body ; as she 
did not dance much, she had ample opportunity 
to give me the names and " historiettes ** of the 
company. She was one of those whose tastes 
had taken a literary turn, and she had read nearly 
all Byron's poems, with Shakspeare from beginning 
to end. On the strength of this, she lamented to 
me the intellectual inferiority of many of her fair 
^ fellow-citizens ; telling me in confidence that they 
did not read much, that, before their education was 
finished, they began receiving visitors and going 
into society. She wondered how sensible men 
could find pleasure in the conversation of silly 
girls^ who talk of nothing but their amusements. 
Ill natured thing ! As she spoke, a quadrille broke 
up, and the dancers passed us by, two and two, on 
their way to the favourite passage and the bowers. 
Tlie- gentlemen seemed to find great pleasure in 
the conversation, whatever it was about ; and no 
wonder, with such rich bright black eyes to help 
it out. 

The young ladies were nearly all dad in white 
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muslin^ Very simply, but very tastefully ; I do not 
think I ever before saw so many so becomingly 
dressed, in proportion to their number ; the fashions 
were much the same as in England, perhaps a little 
older in date. 

They were generally very attractive, but it would 
have been difficult to single out any one with 
much higher claims to beauty than her com- 
panions. Most of them had dark eyes and hair, 
and complexions tinted with the burning summer 
sun ; their figures were light and graceful, their 
manners peculiarly winning. There is one thing 
in which the Canadian ladies certainly excel, that 
is, dancing ; I never saw one dance badly, and 
some of them are the best waltzers and polkistes 
I have ever seen in a ball-room. 

I see my fiiend the Captain coming ; on his right 
arm rests a little white glove with a little hand in 
it ; and a pair of large, merry blue eyes, shaded by 
long, fair ringlets, are looking up into his grave 
&ce. He is so busy talking and Hstening, that he 
does not see me. Happy Captain, I wish I were 
young again ! " What a pretty girl that is with 
the fair ringlets," said I to my sour friend. " Some 
people think so," answered she ; " for my part, I 
think that silly smile is very tiresome." 
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There is a waltz! nearly every one joins. At 
what a pace they go 1 It makes me giddy to lodk 
at them. The brass instruments in that terrible 
band scream louder than ey&r, Tlie room is fifled 
with flying clouds of white muslin — with scarlet 
and gold flashing through. Surely they must be 
growing tired now ; some of the young gentlemen 
with the stiff collars are becoming nearly as red 
in the face as in the coat. Some breathless coujdes 
vanish among the bystanders; others sink ex- 
hausted on the seats round the room. Now, there 
is a clearer stage, and we can distinguish the 
dancers better. There go the Captain and she of 
the fair ringlets I Her tiny feet spin round so fast 
that they can hardly be seen, she seems not a 
feather weight upon them. There is a limit to 
the power of human beings. That storm of wind 
instruments cannot last much longer. Hush! 
there is a calm. The whirlpool instantly subsides, 
and the stream glides away to the rural passage. 

1 was soon walked off from this gay scene to 
make a fomth at a rubber of whist, whence I was 
rdeased to escort one of the chaperons to supper. 
While I was performing the necessary duties of 
attendance, the lady told me that there was to be 
a pic-nic on the morrow to the Chaudi^re: — 
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'' Beautiful waterfall, large party, steamer sails 
from the wharf at eleven o'clock, happy to see you 
there/' At this moment in came the Captain and 
fiur ringlets : — ** Dear child, don't dance too mudi 
to-night — hot rooms — ^pic-nic in the morning. My 
daughter, Sir." 

I am very ^ad she is going, I will certainly go, 
too, thought I. Whatever the Chaudi^re may be, 
k will look the better for having those bright blue 
^es sparkling^b)eside it. 

About two o'clock the ball-room began to 
empty ; gentlemen with their pea jackets on saun- 
tered about the foot of the staircase ; every now and 
then, two or three figures, with extraordinary head- 
dresses and long cloaks, would emerge from the 
ladies' waiting-room, take the arms of the pea 
jackets, and walk away with them. There is the 
Captain, I know his walk. Who is that leaning on 
Iris arm ? The face is quite covered up in the 
snug bonnet, but as they pass out under the lamp 
ii^ the street to join their party, I can see that 
two or three long, fair ringlets have strayed out over 
the cape of the doak. 

At eleven o'clock the next day I joined the 
party, of some five-and-twenty people, on the wharf; 
soon after, we were taken up by aquaint little steamer, 
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and going merrily with the tide up the great river. 
About seven miles from the town we landed on 
the south bank. A crowd of country carts ware 
waiting for us; we mounted, two in each, and 
placed some plethoric-looking baskets in an extra 
one. These conveyances were very simple : unen- 
cumbered with springs, or any other unnecessary 
luxury, the seat, slung with ropes across the centre, 
held the passengers ; the driver, a little Canadian 
boy, sat on the shaft, to guide the stout litde 
pony. 

It was a beautiful September day; a fresh breeze 
bl^w from the river, rustling cheerfully among the 
varied leaves of the trees by the road side, and 
chasing the light clouds rapidly over our heads, 
while the landscape lay in alternate light and 
shade. The road was a very rough one ; every 
here and there crossing little streams by bridges 
made of loose planks or logs of timber, over which 
the active little ponies trotted without a false step. 
The country was rich, but carelessly cultivated for 
two miles, and then we entered the bush; for 
about the same distance, we continued through it 
till we arrived at the halting place. 

Tlie younger people of the expedition had 
managed to get the fastest ponies, and were &r 



dbyGoogk 



ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD. 97 

ahead of- us; the lady' who, had asked me-, was my 
travelling. companion,'. and our united weight :kept 
us last in the race. We found them all waiting 
patiently for our arrival, and the partnerships 
seemed much the same as at the ball the night 
before. It was the custom of the country : lucky 
Captain that it should be so ! . , .y 

All now, old and young, scrambled down a steep 
and narrow, path through the wood, making, its 
echoes ring again with noise and laughter. At 
length the party, with, a few exceptions, re-assem- 
bled at the foot of the Chaudi^re Falls. ,.i 

The height of these is little more than a hundred 
feet, and at this time of the year there is but little 
water in the river ; but it is a singularly beautiful 
scene : the rocks overhang and project, so that the 
misty stream plunges turbulently about among 
them, falling in a zig-zag course, half shrouded in 
spray, to the cauldron below, which is shut in by 
steep cliffs and banks. The waters foam and 
whirl about in an extraordinary manner near the 
fall, but grow still and dark again as they approach 
the gorge between the hills, when they pass 
through to the level country. By this gap opens 
a distant view of the fields and forests of the rich 
banks of the St. Lawrence. Overhead, and 
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wherever tiie grim rocks offer a resting-place, firs, 
pines, and cedars duster down to the very edge of 
the stream, as wdl as on tiie little nigged islands 
between the divisions of the shallow river above 
the fells; while bright green mosses and lichen, 
with creepers hanging over the rough sides of the 
diffis, in fiuitastic drap^, comfdete the picture. 

When we had for some time gazed on the fair 
scene, we and the mosquitoes began to dine : the 
plethoric baskets yidded up their stores ; a white 
deal box produced a dozen oi botdes with long 
necks and leaded coiks, which were cooled und^ 
a shady rock in the waters of the Chaudi^re. 
There was a great deal of innocent mirth, and the 
fun usually aridng from such things as scardty of 
drinking glasses and of knives and forks ; a servant 
tumbling while coming down the steep path, and 
breaking half the plates ; and a lean dog darting off 
with a fine fowl ; acddents which are to be expected 
in pic-nics in all parts of the world. After dinner, 
groups wandered about in all directions ; the faUs 
were examined in every possible point of view. These 
discursive rambles were far too difficult for the 
chaperons to undertake, so they, wisely, did not 
attempt it, and quietly rested shdtered under the 
shade of the rocks, till the long shadows of the 
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jMne trees on the deep pool told them it was time 
to muster their charge and return. It was some 
time before they were collected, and settled in the 
carts as before. 

We recrossed tfie St. Lawrence in row-boats, 
walked to a friend's house in a beautiftd litde nook 
tinder a high headland, where every thing was 
prepared for the party — tea, lights, fritters, and an 
empty room. No one appeared at all tired ; those 
who had walked the fiarthest in the woods danced 
the longest, and it was some time after midni^t 
when we were rattling along the mocmlit road to 
Quebec. 

Su<^ was a day's amusement in Canada; and 
I do not envy the man who could not be infected 
with the good-humour and innocent mirth of such 
kind and friendly companions, nor moved by the 
beauty of such scenery. 

The ladies of Canada possess, in a great degree, 
that charm for which those of Ireland are so justly 
famed — the .great trustingness and simplicity of 
manner, joined with an irreproachable purity. The 
custom of the country allows them much greater 
freedom than their. English sisters ; they drive, 
ride, or walk with theu* partner of the night before, 
with no chaperon or guard but their own never- 
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failing self-respect and innocence. They certainly 
are not so deeply read generally as some of our 
fair dames ; they enter very young into life, and 
live constantly in society afterwards, so that they 
have not much time for literary pursuits ; there is 
also difficulty in obtaining books, and the in- 
structors necessary for any very extensive acquire- 
ments. But they possess an indescribable charm 
of manner, rendering them, perhaps, quite as 
attractive as if their studies had been more pro- 
found. 

In this climate of extreme heat and cold, they 
very early arrive at their full beauty ; but it is less 
lasting than in our moist and temperate islands ; 
when thirty summers' suns and winters' frosts 
have fallen upon the cheek, the soft, smooth fresh- 
ness of youth is no longer there. 

The officers of the army show themselves very 
sensible to the attractions of the daughters of 
Canada ; great numbers marry in this country ; no 
less than four of one regiment have been made 
happy at Quebec within a year of the present time. 
The fair conquerors thus exercise a gentle retaliation 
on the descendants of those who overcame their 
forefathers. Nearly all the English merchants also 
have married in this country; and, from what 



dbyGoogk 



L 



ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD. 101 

I perceive, those who still remain bachelors are 
very likely soon to follow their examples. 

From the limited numbers of the society, few of 
these little flirtations escape the vigilant eye of the 
public, and as fair an allowance of gossip goes on 
at Quebec as at any place of its size in the British 
dominions ; but it is seldom or never mischievous 
or ill-meant, and, while observing with wonder- 
ful penetration all the little partialities, it treats 
them with the leniency their innocence de- 
serves. 

Lake Beaufort, fifteen miles from Quebec, is 
spoken of as a scene of considerable beauty ; the 
angling is sufficiently good to offer a further 
mducement for a visit, and to a stranger, its being 
actually in the bush makes it irresistible. One 
fine September morning, the Captain, the young 
Ensign, and I, started for its shores : the latter, in 
virtue of his youth, riding a high trotting horse, 
while we were driven by a little weazened Canadian, 
in a caliche. The first five or six miles of the 
way was an excellent turnpike road, then gradually 
growing narrower, and the ruts wider. There 
were neat rows of houses on either side, with here 
and there a church, and wooden crosses erected in 
conspicuous places, hxmg roimd, by the simple and 
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religious Canadians, with rags, bands of straw, and 
other humble oflferings. After some distance the 
ferms became more scattered, and the intervening 
masses of bush more frequent, and of greater size. 
For the last few miles there was merely a track 
through the forest, where the trees had been cut 
down, leaving a space wide enough to drive 
through. We at length reached a large clearing; 
beyond it lay the lake, surrounded by undulating 
lulls of rather a poor outline, ckthed with the 
forest down to the water's edge, and, indeed, 
beyond it, for the quiet waves crept in among the 
bared and blackened roots of the lower trees, 
reflecting the distorted limbs upon their bosom. 

It is almost impossible to convey an idea of the 
gorgeous colours adorning the foliage of a Cana- 
dian autumn. The sombre pine, the glassy beech, 
tlie russet oak, the graceftd ash, the lofty elm, each 
of their different hue ; but, far beyond all in beauty, 
the maple brightens up the dark mass with its 
broad leaf of richest crimson. For three weeks it 
remains in this lovely stage of decay; after the 
hectic flush, it dies and falls. This b*ee is the 
emblem of the nationality of Canada ; as is the rose 
of England, the shamrock of Ireland, and the 
thistle of Scotland. 
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The Ensign had galhqped on to the fenn-house 
where we were to stop ; we found him resting on a 
nide sofa, and oomjdaiaing of a sli^ indisposition; 
determined to remaia indoors, as the heat of the 
sun was very great, and he felt weak and fittigued. 
We unwillingly left him h^nd, embarked in a 
crazy little boat, and pulled to a promiiung-looking 
bay, with a pebbly beadi, on the opposite shore. 

The gentle morning breeze had ceased, the mid- 
day sun blazed fiercely down on the smooth, dead 
wat^, not a leaf stirred in the many-coloured 
woods; there was no bird or buzzing insect in the 
ak, no living thing upcm the land, and, what was 
W(Mrst of all, there were no troiit in the lake ; at 
laast, we could not catch any, though we temj^d 
them with all the daintiest morsels that our fly- 
hooks could supply. Our arms ached from casting 
the lines, our ^es, from the dazzling glare of the 
r^ected li^t off the waters, and our ears, fi*om 
the deep silence. So we put by our rods, skirtipg 
lazily along under the shade of the tall trees, till 
we w«^ opposite our landing-place, and then 
struck boldly across the lake, and reached the 
&nn-house. 

Our companion was not better; he felt chill 
and weak. We wrapped him up as well as we 
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could/ pkoed him- in tlie cal^eVahd.returnedtto 
Qiibllec; * " ^ ** ' ' t(* f:7,' ; r *> r* -^^ -s^ ^^ — 
: 'The next morning he was worse, feverish, and 
his spirits much'^ depressed;" he ceased to talk, 
poor boy! of the sleigh^'he was to have in the 
winter) the moose^hiiiiting, and the gaieties he and 
his* companions looked forward to with* so much 
pleasure — his conversation was of home. 

That night he was bled ; the day after he was no 
better, his ideas wandered a Httle, and his head 
was shaved ; the fever was very high, but no one 
wai^ alarmed about him, he was so strong and 
robust. I went again in the evening to see him, 
but he did not quite know me. It was necessary 
to keep him quiet ; as he seemed inclined to sleep, 
we left him alone. In the next room five or six 
of his brother officers w^e assembled round tiie 
open window ; I joined them, and we sat talking 
for some time on various subjects, the conversation 
gradually taking a more serious tone as the night 
advanced. 

Near midnight we were startled by the door 
suddenly opening; the sick man came in, and 
walked dose up to us. He had just risen from 
his bed ; his eyes were wild and wandering,, his 
flushed face and bare head gave him a frightful 
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appearance. " I am very ill/' he said, " none 
of you think so, but I know I am dying/* 
As we carried him back to his room every vein 
throbbed, the fever raged through hinu All 
the medical advice the town afforded was sum- 
moned, and he was watched with anxious care all 
night. They fancied he slept towards morning : 
he seemed much better ; it was said the crisis had 
passed ; he was weak, but quite tranquil. They 
thought he was out of danger, and his friends left * 
him for a little space, some to rest, others to 
pursue the amusements of the day. 

At three o'clock that afternoon a military band 
was playing a lively overture on the esplanade 
dose by ; well-filled carriages were ranged on the 
road outside ; two or three riding parties of ladies 
and gentlemen cantered about; gay groups wan- 
dered to and fro on the fresh green turf; merry, 
laughing faces looked out of the windows of the 
houses on the animated scene ; the metal roofs and 
spires glittered in the bright, warm sunshine. 

At three o'clock that afternoon, on a small, iron- 
framed bed, in a dark, bare, barrack-room, thou- 
sands of miles away from his kindred, with a 

hospital nurse by his pillow, the young Ensign died. 
# # # # 
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AU the rides and drives about Quebec are vary 
beautiful : of the six or seven different roads, it is 
hard to say which is the best to choose, as we 
found one evening when arranging a large riding- 
party for the following day; but at length we fixed 
on that to Lake Calvi^e. At two o*clock on a 
fresh afternoon in October, some five or six ladies 
and as many attendant squires assembled on the 
eiq)lanade, variously mounted, from the English 
» thorough-bred to the Canadian pony ; we passed 
out by St. Louis Gate at a merry trot, a slight 
shower having laid the dust and softened the air. 
We crossed the bleak plains of Abraham, now a 
race-course, and continued for four or five miles 
through woods and small parks, with neat and 
comfortable country houses ; scarcely diecking bit 
tin we reached the top of the steep hill at Cape 
Rouge, where the road winds down the frcmt of 
the bold headland to the low country beyond, oa 
the banks of the St. Lawrence. 

As we descended, the glimpses of the great river^ 
caught every now and then through the dose and 
still brilliant foliage of the woods, were endiianting. 
Several large ships, with aU sail set, were running 
down before the wind ; on the bank beyond, stood 
the picturesque cottages and shwes of the hamlet of 
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St. Niebdas; the rustic bridge av^ the Chau- 
di^re River filled up the buck grouikd of the land* 



The younger people of the party paid but little 
attention to this scene, but a great deal to each 
other. When at the bottom of the hill, away 
they went again as fast as before ; and, the road 
here becoming narrow, no more than two could ride 
alHreast ; as the pace began to teJl, the cavalcade 
was soon half a mile in length. 

Our way lay through country hamlets, winding 
up and down small hills, and crossing over rickety 
wooden bridges. Here and th^e above the little 
streams^ stood a quaint old mill which in former 
times the Se^neur was bound to build for the use of 
the inhabitants on his estate. The people appeared 
Tery simple and ignorant; the farms wretchedly 
mans^ed ; the cattle poor ; and the instruments c^ 
husbandry the same as the rude forefathers oi the 
hamlet used a hundred years ago. 

In every village there is a wdl, fumii^ed with 
very primitive means for drawing water : a post is 
fixed in the groimd dose by, and on its top a 
eross bar moves on a pivot ; fi^m the light end of 
this bar hangs the bucket, by a long rod, the other 
«[id being heavy enough to outweigh and raise the 
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bucket, when filled with water by fordng it down 
into the well with the long rod. • ' 

The dress of the habitans^ in the country parts, 
is very homely ; they always wear the red or blue 
worsted cap ; their complexion is nearly as dark as 
that of the Indians, but they are a smaller and less 
active race. As we passed along, they turned out 
in crowds to stare stupidly at the unusual sight; 
the lazy cattle moved farther away from the road; 
fierce little dogs ran fi*om the cottages, and, secure 
behind the high wooden fences, barked at us 
fiiriously; trotting back contentedly when they 
saw us clear, as if they had* done their duty. 

Our way soon became only a path through the 
" bush ;" we could see but a few vards before and 
behind: above, the sky ; on either side the wall of 
firs, pines, and cedars, with some few flowers and 
creepers which had outlived their companions of 
the summer. The sound of our horses' feet on the 
hard turf rang through the glades, disturbing 
nothing but the echoes. There is no place more 
still and lonely than the American forest. 

The woods were cleared away where we 
opened on Lake Calvifere, a narrow sheet of water 
about a mile and a half long, with populous 
and cultivated shores; every here and there, a 
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spur of the dark forest which the axe has still spared, 
stretches down to the water's edge, through some 
rough ravine, with little streams Winding through 
its shades. Some neat cottages, with well stored 
farm-yards, stand on the sloping hills. Herds of 
cattle grazed quietly on the rich grass by the 
margin of the lake, or stood in the shallow waters, 
cooling their limbs under the bright sun. 

A couple of little canoes, with two women in 
one, and a man in the other, lay on the calm lake 
under the shadow of a rocky knoll covered with 
firs and cedars, the occupants leisurely employed in 
setting fishing lines. They were at the far side from 
us, and sofb and faint over the smooth surface of 
the water, came their song, — " La Claire Fontwne," 
the national air of the Canadian French. 

An our party pulled up for a brief space, to enjoy 
this beautiful scene in silence ; but soon again the 
reins were slackened, and on, on, over the grass 
green lane by the edge of the lake, winding round the 
Kttle bays and promontories, over the rude bridges, 
on, on they dashed, full of glee, laughing and 
chattering, some far ahead of the others, till they 
had doubled the end of the lake, and came canter- 
ing along towards home on the opposite shote. 
When we had encircled the lake we plunged again 
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into tke forest. T sto{^)ed for a minute to take 
another hck at the loyely {Hcture : beautiful lights 
and shades lay on the soft landscape; and now, 
scarcely audible in the distance, the song of '^ La 
Claire Fontaine/' came stiU from the little canoes^ 
The gende sc^oie fixed itself oa my mind, and 
remains siiored up in the treasury of plea sa rt 
memories. But I must n<rt loiter; my horse's 
head is turned away, and we do our utmost 
to overtake the party. 

During the few dosing weeks of the autumn I 
jdned several excursions to other places in tha 
neighbourhood of Quebec^ all well wortl^ of the 
vkit at any time; but, with kind and agreeable 
companions^ beautiful weather, and the brilliant 
colours of the '^ fall" on the woods, they were seai 
to the greatest advantage. One oi these exeur« 
sions was to Lake Charles, away among the moun- 
tains twenty miles from the town, and the largest 
and most picturesque lake in the neighbourhood. 
Th^re is only one hg house on the banks, with a 
small farm ; all around is ^^ bush." It was very calm 
when we embarked upon this lake ; we paddled to 
the far end, ami up a Utile river through the woods* 
The waters were very dear and deq): we could 
see the hard sand and coloured pebbles, many fert 
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beneath^ and the black, gnarled roots of the trees 
projec^g from the banks« Our conveyance was 
prepared by fastenii^ tc^eth^ two canoes cat oul 
of solid trees, placed side by side, by {danks kid 
0¥er the gunwales ; these little boats, when idngl^ 
are very dangerous with unfnractised passengers, 
but are inq)ossible to upset when tiius imited. 

When we were returning, the breeze freshened ; 
the waves splashed up between the two caiK)es, 
soon nearly filling them with watar, and thoroi:^hly 
wetting us* To lighten them, half the party landed, 
md walked back to the &Lrm-house through the 
bush. It is difficult to form an idea of the fetigue 
c^ this walking in summer ; for two cht three feet in 
depth the grcmnd is covered with a network of 
broken branches and underwood, and, every few 
yards, the huge length c£ some &]len patriarch of 
the forest, so much decayed that it orun^ks uadsr 
foot, and overgrown with fungus and creq)ers, in 
scnne parts almost mixed up with the rich mould and 
Inxurkkni vegetation (^ tiie ground. It took us an 
hour to get through a mile of this, and many shreds 
of the ladies' dresses were 1^ hailing on the 



We dined at a litde inn at the Indian village of 
Sa:'ette; cm our return saw the pretty falls; the 
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young savages shooting with bows and arrows; the 
squaws washing their embroidery ; and the hunters 
trophies of the chace. The ind^tigable yoimg 
pe(^]e managed to find two fiddleiis, and danced 
tin twelve o'clock, while an awful storm of light- 
ning and rain kept us imprisoned. After midnigiit 
the sky cleared, and a br%ht moon lighted us home 
over the streaming roads. 

There is pretty good shooting in the autumn, 
about the neighbourhood of Quebec : snipe, wood* 
cocks, partridge, and hares ; but it is usually neces- 
sary to go a long distance fca: the purpose, and 
success is at all times uncertain. In some low 
swampy grounds north-east of the town, twenty 
miles off, at Chateau Richer, snipe are occasionally 
found in great abundance. 

The numerous lakes and rivers round about 
aflford very good trout-fishing, but the .fish are 
generally small. Salmon are plentiful in the 
Jacques Cartier River, twenty-five noiles to the 
west, and in wonderful abundance «t the Jacquenay. 
The mosquitoes are a great drawback to the sport 
in this country — ^indeed, almost a prohibition : in 
June and July they torment dreadfully in country 
quarters, but never venture to invade the towns. 
There are few other noxious insects or animals of 
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any kind within the bounds of Canadian civiliza- 
tion. The Louparvier is sometimes dangerous 
i^hen suffering from hunger ; but is never seen 
except in the more distant settlements, where this 
animal and the wolves sometimes devour a stray 
sheep. The black bear is occasionally met with in 
the ndghbourhood. A young gentleman from 
Quebec, fishing in the Jacques Cartier, saw one the 
crfiher day ; he was so terrified that he ran away, 
and did not consider himself safe till within the 
town walls ; while the bear, quite as much alarmed, 
ran off in the other direction. 

The moose deer is sometimes dangerous in 
summer ; not unfirequently they have been known 
to attack men, when their haunts have been in- 
truded upon. An officer of engineers, engaged in 
drawing a boundary Hne some distance south of 
Quebec, told me that a lai^e moose attacked one 
of his workmen who was cutting down trees on the 
line. The man ran for shelter to where two trees 
stood together, leaving him just room to pass 
between ; the moose charged at him fiercely, strik- 
ing its long powerfiil antlers against the trees, as 
he jumped back ; he woimded the assailant slightly 
with his axe, but this only made the animal more 
furious. Racing round to the other side, the moose 
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charged at him again, and so on for two hours, till 
the woodman, exhausted hy fetigue, was nearly ready 
to yield his life ; hut the moose too, was exhausted. 
The Imite, however, collected all his remaining* 
energies for a desperate rush at his foe. He 
had hardy strength to step aside yet ihii 
once, when, to his inexpressiUe joy, he saw 
the moose fastened by the antlers to the tree, 
from the force of the blow; seizii^ the mo- 
mmt, tiie woodman (^["ang from his place of 
safety, and, with a blow of his axe, ham-strung the 
moose. The huge animal ML helpless on the 
ground, another gash of the weapon laid open his 
throat, and he was dead. The conqueror, wrou^ifc 
up to a pitdi a£ savage fury by the protracted 
combat, threw himself on the carcase, listened hie 
fips to the wound, and drank the spouting Uood« 
He fell into sudi a state of nerrouimess after this 
affair, that it became necessary to send him to a 
hospital, where he lay for ma&y nK)nths in a pitiaUe 
irtate. 
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CHAPTER V. 

QUEBEC — ^WINTER. 

The first few days of the snow falling are vwy 
amiD^g to a stranger ; the extraordmary costumes 
— the novdty of the sleighs, of every variety of shape 
and pattern, many of these being also very handsome, 
Qomamented with rich furs, and drawn by fine 
horses with showy harness, set off by high hoops, 
with silver bdk on the saddles^ rosettes of ribbon 
&r glass, and streamers of coloured horse-hair on 
Ihe bridles ; while the gay chirping sound of the 
beDs, and the nice crisp sound of the runna^ of the 
sleigh, through the new snow, have a very cheerful 
effect. 

Ladies' dress does not und^go in winter so great 
a transformation as that of men; all wear muffs and 
boas, certaiiJy, but the bonnets and pelisses are 
mudi like those worn in England. Men always 
wear fur caps, often with large flaps down over 
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their cheeks, enormous pea-jackets or blanket-coats 
fiir gauntlets, and jack-boots, with india-rubber 
shoes over them, or moccasins of moose-skin, or 
thick cloth boots, with high leggings. In the very 
cold weather, they often wear coats of buffalo, or 
other skins, and move about like some great wild 
animal, with nothing to be seen of the human form 
but a blue nose and a pair of red eyes. 

Although the temperatiu-e is usually kept very 
high within doors, by means of stove heat, pe(q)le 
never seem to suffer by sudden transition to the 
extreme cold of the open air. I have often seen 
young ladies, when the thermometer was below zero, 
leave a hot room, where they had but just ceased 
waltzing, and walk quietly home, with very little 
additional clothing ; the great dryness of the air 
preserves them from danger. In the very low 
temperatures, a razor may be exposed all night 
to the air without contracting a stain of rust* 
Colds are much less frequent in winter than in 
summer. 

The winter markets at Quebec are very curious ; 
everything is frozen. Large pigs, with the peculiarly 
bare appearance which that animal presents when 
singed, stand in their natural position on their rigid 
limbs, or upright in corners, killed, perhaps, months 



dbyGoogk 



ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD. 117 

before. Frozen masses of beef, sheep, deer, fowls, cod, 
haddock, and eels, long and stiff, like walking sticks, 
abound in the stalls. The farmers have a great 
advantage in this country, in being able to fatten 
their stock during the abundance of the summer ; 
and, by killing them at the first cold weather, keep- 
ing them frozen, to be disposed of at their pleasure 
during the winter. Milk is kept in the same man- 
ner, and sold by the pound, looking like lumps of 
white ice. 

The habitans always travel over the ice of the 
rivers in preference to the usual roads, as it is, of 
course, level, and they avoid turnpikes or bridge tolls 
in entering the town. They sometimes venture 
on before the ice is sufficiently strong, and after it 
has become unsafe, when it breaks, and they and 
their horses are precipitated into the water; the 
sleigh floats, the horse struggles and plunges, but 
can never regain the firm ice by his own efforts. 
The only plan, in this emergency, is to draw the 
reins tightly round his neck, till he is nearly 
choked, when he floats quietly on the surface ; he 
can then easily be dragged to a place of surer 
footing, and allowed to breathe again. The poor 
animals have great sagacity in judging of the fit- 
ness of the ice to bear them : they will trot fear- 
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lessly through a pool of water on its surface, out in 
tiie centre of the river, during a partial thaw^ 
knowing that underneath it there is solid bearmg ; 
but, in spring, they sometimes shew great rdnctance 
to v^ture upon ice apparently strong, whbh th^ 
instinct tells them is brittle and imsafe. 

In the gen«^ break up of the winta*, in March, 
the snow roads become very disagreeable, and ev&x 
dangerous ; the hard crust formed over deep drifts 
by the tracks of sleighs and the severe frost, 
becomes weakened by the thaw and hollowed 
underneath, so that the horse's feet oftai break 
through, and the animal sinks up to his shoulder, 
and probably falls, while the crust may still be 
strong enough to injure him. Sleighs cohtinue to 
be used ; but, where the ground was not originally 
deep, it becomes bare in many places, and the 
runners grate over them with a most unpleasant 
sound and with great weight of draught. 

During the winter, large quantities of ice and 
snow accumulate on the roofs of the houses : in 
the thaw this falls off, with a rushing sound and 
great violence, sometimes causing very serious da- 
mage ; indeed, no year passes without loss of life or 
limb from it. Close by the walls is the safest place 
to walk at this time, as thq avalanche shoots out 
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from the doping roof by the force of the fall 
TTiere are regulations to oblige househoW^^ to 
keep away tiiese accumulations, but this wholesome 
hw is not sufficiently enforced. 

I had seen the FaQs of Montmorenci in the 
6umm^y and admired th^cn very much, but was 
ghd to seize an opportunity of visiting them also 
m winter, which afforded itself in the shape of a 
party of some twenty people. We assembled at the 
house of one of the ladies, at twelve o*dock. There 
VTBS a very gay muster of carioles ; some tandems, 
with showy robes and ornamental harness ; hand- 
some family conveyances ; snug little sleighs, very 
low and narrow, for two people ; and a neat turn-out 
with a pair of light-actioned horses abreast, and a 
smart little tig^ standing on a step behind. 

My lot lay in one of the family conveyances, 
witih a worthy elderly genfleman, who gave me a 
minute accoimt of the state of municipal politics, 
and other interesting matters. We jogged leisurely 
akmg with a sedate old horse, and were passed by 
all the party before we reached our journey^s end, 
nine miles from the town. They looked very happy 
and comfortable as they went by us, particularly 
the Captain, in his long, low sleigh, with the high- 
actioned horses ; for by his side, muffled up in the 
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warm, snug robes, sat a lady, with whom he was so 
busily talking that he nearly upset us. 

It was one of those days peculiar to these 
cfimates, bright as midsummer, but very cold ; the 
air pure and exhilarating, like laughing gas ; every- 
thing seemed full of glee ; the horses bounded with 
pleasure, as they bore their light burthens over the 
clean, hard snow. But I wander from my fiiends 
in the long, low sleigh. Half-a-dozen bright reflec- 
tions of the sun were dancing in the little lady's 
merry blue eyes ; her soft fresh cheek was flushed 
with the rapid motion through the keen air; her 
little chin sunk in a boa of rich dark fur, the 
smiling red lips and white teeth just showed above 
it ; her arms were cosily lodged in a muff, resting 
on the bear-skin robe of the sleigh ; and a small 
bonnet of purple velvet sat coquettishly on her head, 
only half hiding the long, fair ringlets which clus- 
tered beneath it. 

We went by the river road, as it is called, over 
the ice ; the northern side of the St. Lawrence, and 
the channel between the island of Orleans and the 
left bank, being always frozen over in winter. By 
this bridge, the traffic from the fertile island and the 
Montmorenci district finds its way to Quebec. The 
ice is of great thickness and strength ; shells, from 
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mortars of the largest size, have been thrown on it 
from a thousand yards' distance, and produced 
scarcely any impression. Sometimes, the snow which 
has fallen on the ice, thaws, leaving large pools of 
water ; this surface freezes again, and becomes the 
road fi)r travelling. Such had been the case the 
day we were there ; but a thaw had afterwards 
weakened the upper surface: our respectable old 
horse broke through, and splashed into the water. 
Not understanding the state of the case, I made 
up my mind that we were going through to the 
riv^r, and jumped out of the sleigh into the water ; 
when the old horse and I, to our agreeable surprise, 
found the under ice interfering between us and the 
St. Lawrence, 

About an hour's drive took us to the Falls of 
Montraorenci : they are in the centre of a large 
semi-drcujar bay, hemmed in by lofty difFs ; the 
waters descend over a perpendicular rock two hun- 
dred and fifty feet high, in an unbroken stream, 
into a shallow basin below. At this time of the 
year the bay is frozen over and covered with deep 
snow ; the cliffs on all parts, but especially near the 
cataract, were hung over and adorned with magni- 
ficent giant icicles, sparkling in the sunshine, and 
reflecting all the prismatic colour?. 

VOL. I G 
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The wat^^ foam and dash ov^ as in summer ; 
but m every rock where th^e was a resting-place, 
half concealed by the spray, w^e huge lumps of ice 
in fantastic shapes, or soft, fleecy folds of untainted 
snow. Near the foot of the fall a small rock stands 
in the river ; the spray collects and freezes on this 
in winter, accumulating daily, till it frequently 
reaches the height of eighty or a hundred feet, in 
a cone of solid ice ; on one side is the foaming 
basin of the fall, on the other the hard*frt)zen 
bay stretches out to the great river. 

One of the great amusements for visitors is, to 
dimb up to the top of this cone, and stide down 
again on a tarboggin. They descend at an asto- 
nishing pace, keeping their course by steering with 
light touches of their hands ; the unskilful get 
ridiculous tumbles in attempting this feat : num- 
bers of little Canadian boys are always in attend- 
ance, and generally accompany the stranger in his 
descent. A short distance to the right is another 
heap of ice, on a smaller scale, called the ladies' 
cone. The fair sliders seat themselves on the front 
of the tarboggin, with their feet resting against 
the tumed-up part of it : the gentlemen who gmde 
them sit behind, and away they go, like lightning, 
not unfrequentiy upsetting, and rolling down to the 
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bottom. The Ktfle boys in attendance carry the 
tarboggin up again, the ladies and their cavaliers 
ascend, and continue the amusement sometimes for 
hours together. 

The party were in high glee, determined to enjoy 
themsdves; they tarboggined, slid, and trudged 
about merrily in the deep, dry snow. The servants 
spread out the buffalo robes, carpet fashion, on the 
snow, and arranged the plates of sandwiches, glasses, 
and bottles, on one of the carioles, for a sideboard. 
When the young people had had enough of their 
amusements, they re-assembled, seated themselves 
on the buffalo robes, and the champagne and 
sandwiches went round. 

Though the thermometer was below zero, we did 
not feel the slightest unpleasant effect of cold ; 
thwe was no wind, and we were very warmly clad; 
I have often felt more chilly in an English drawing- 
room. It is true that the ladies carried their 
sandwich or their glass of wine to their pretty lips 
in long fur gauntlets, through half-a-dozen folds of 
a boa, but their eyes sparkled the brighter, and 
their laugh sounded the merrier, in the cold, brisk 
air, though their dresses sparkled with icicles, and 
the little fur boots were white with snow. There 
was a great deal of noise and merriment, with some 
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singing, and much uneasiness on the part of the 
elders lest we should be too late for a large dinn^ 
party to which we were engaged for that evening ; 
we broke up our lively encampment, and drwe 
home. 

Over the snowy RlfflHIl^ tbe river the bold 
headland of Quebec stood out magnificently. The 
metal spires and domes of the town shone in the 
red light of the setting sun ; the sharp, distinct 
lines of the fortifications on the summit, with the 
flag of dear Old England over all ; and, through 
her wide dominion. Iter flag waves over no loveUer 
land. 

The hour of dinner, and the arrangements of 
the table, are the same as in England. Some of 
the official people and the wealthy merchants, enter- 
tain very handsomely ; the cuisine and wines are 
good, and the markets supply a fair extent of luxu- 
ries. Formal dinners are seldom graced by the 
presence of the younger ladies ; they generally 
defer their appearance till tea-time, in the drawing- 
room ; where, joined by a few of the dancing 
gentlemen and some young officers, they get up a 
quadrille or a waltz ; music is not much cultivated, 
except as an assistant to the dancing. The French 
Canadians are very fond of cards ; round games 
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are often introduced at their evening parties, and 
some even of the younger ladies can play a 
capital rubber of whist. Small plays, as in Eng- 
land, are also frequently introduced, to vary the 
amusements. 

The young people often form large parties for 
snow-shoeing excursions; they walk eight or ten 
miles without fatigue, and the awkwardness and 
tumbles of those not accustomed to the exercise 
are a constant source of mirth. A man's snow 
shoe is about a yard long, by a little more than a 
foot wide in the centre ;. to the front, rather of an 
oval shape, behind, narrowing to a point. The frame 
is a thin piece of ash, bent into this shape, and 
strung with light strips of moose-skin, in the man- 
ner of a racquet or battledoor, but of so close a net, 
that when pressed upon the softest snow, it sinks 
but little into the surface. The foot is covered 
ynth a slipper or moccasin of moose leather, attached 
by the point to the snoW shoe with straps of the 
same material, leaving the heel free to rise or fall 
wifh the motion of walking. The exercise is 
fatiguing to those who are not accustomed to it, 
but the elastic spring of the snow shoe lifts you 
along at a more rapid pace than the usual one of 
walking. The ladies' snow shoes are made much 
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lighter and smaller thim those for men, and usually 
gaily ornamented with tassels of coloured worsted. 
Their moccasms are made to fit very smartly, and 
are decked with elahorate ^nbroidery of stained 
moose-hair and beads, the handy-work of the 
Indian squaws. 

The party takes a straight line across country, 
up and down hill, through bush and hnike^ step- 
ping, without effort, over the tops of tall fences 
scarcely seen above the deep drifts. Many of the 
ladies walk with great ease and more grace than 
would be thought possible with such appendages, 
their light weight scarcely making an impression 
on the smooth surface of the snow ; they slide gal- 
lantly down the steep hills, and run nimbly up 
them again, often faster than their unpractised 
cavaliers can follow them. 

Some years ago, three English ladies, with their 
husbands, officers of the garrison, walked off into 
the " bush" on snow shoes, made a cabin in the 
snow, encamped, passed two nights in complete 
Indian style, and were highly delighted with their 
excursion. A worthy, matter-of-fact old gentleman^ 
who lived near tiie place where they encamped, 
was greatly distressed aft^ivards to hear of the 
hardships they had gone through, and hastened to 
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tefl them that^ had he known that they were 
thtfe, he could have given them all beds in his 
house. 

Wh^i the ice takes on the St. iiawrence, oppo- 
site to Qudbec, forming a bridge across, th^re is 
always a grand jubilee; thousands of people are 
seen sle^hbg, sliding, and skatii^ about in all 
directions. This bridge forms about once m five 
years, generally two years in succession, not neces- 
sarily in the sevwest winters ; but if at low or hig^ 
tide the weath^ be very calm and the frost 
inrf^^ise for that bri^ period, it takes across in 
glaee ice^ and usually remains sdid till the ban- 
ning of May. Ice-boats come into play on these 
occasions : the boats are fixed on a triangular frame, 
with runners, Uke those of skates, at each comer ; 
they are propelled by ssdls, sometimes at the rate of 
tw^ity miles an hour ; they can sail very dose on 
a wind, and tack with great facility ; a pole, with 
a spike at the aid, bdng made to act as a rudder. 

The canoe-men employed during the winter at 
the ferry, use their utmost endeavours to break up 
the ice when there is an appearance of its forming 
a bridge, as by it they are deprived of their occupa- 
tion. In common winters, the river is full of huge 
fields of floating ice in the main channel, carried 
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rapidly backwards and forwards with the ebb and 
flow of the tide ; sometimes these are hundreds of 
acres in extent, and strong enough to support a 
city, crashing against each other, as thqr move, 
with a roar like thunder. Crosang tiie river s£t 
this time appears very perilous, but is rarely 
or never attended with danger; the passeajger, 
wrapped up in buffalo robes, lies down in one end 
of a long canoe, formed of a solid pkce of 
timber, worked with broad paddles by five or six 
men y they push boldly out into the stream, 
twisting and turning through the labyrinth of ice 
till they reach a piece too large to circumnavigate ; 
they run against this, jump out on it, and start 
along, hauling the canoe after them over the float- 
ing bridge ; when it is passed, the canoe is launched 
again, and so on till they reach the opposite shore. 
They are occasionally carried a long distance xrp 
or down the river with the tide, when the ice-fidds 
are very numerous, and are two or three hours in 
crossing. • 

From the great dryness of the climate, very little 
inconvenience is felt from any degree of cold when 
unaccompanied with wind; but this — which, how- 
ever, very rarely happens, is almost intolerable. 
One Sunday during: this winter, when the 
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thermometer was at thirty degrees below zero^ 
and a high wind blowing at the same time,' th& 
effect, in many respects, was not unlike that 
of intense heat ; the sky was very red aboiit the 
setting sun, and deep blue elsewhere ; the earth and 
river were covered with a thin haze, aiid the tin. 
cross and spires, and the new snow, shone with- 
almost imnatural brightness : dogs went mad from 
the cold arid want of water, metal exposed to the 
air blistered the hand as if it had come out of a 
fire : no one went out of doors but from necessity, 
and those who did, hurried along with their fur- 
gloved hands over their faces, as if to guard against 
an atmosphere infected with the plague ; for, as the- 
icY wind touched the skin it scorched it like a blaze^ 
But such a day as this occurs only once in many 
years. Within a mile of Quebec I have known 
the thermometer down to thirty-eight degrees 
below zero, but there was no 'motion in the 
air, and the effect was quickening and exhilar- 
ating. 

A small fire, which consumed a couple of 
houses, took place on one of these extremely cold 
nights ; the struggle between the two powers was 
very curious, the flames raged with fury in the still 
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air, but did not melt the hard, thick snow on the 
roof of the house, till it fell into the burning ruins. 
The water froze in the engines ; some hot water 
was then obtained to set them going again, and, as 
the stream hissed off the fiery rafters, the particles 
fell frozen into the flames below ; there was snow 
three feet deep outside the walls, while within, 
everything was burning. 

For about three weeks after Christmas, immense 
nimibers of little fish, about four inches in length, 
called tommycods, come up the St. Lawrence and 
St. Charles; for the purpose of catching these, 
long, narrow holes are cut in the ice, with com- 
fortable wooden houses, well warmed by stoves, 
erected over them. Many merry parties are 
formed, to spend the evening fishing in these 
places ; benches are arranged on either side of the 
hole, with planks to keep the feet off the ice ; a 
dozen or so of ladies and gentlemen occupy these 
seats, each with a short line, hook, and bait, lowered 
through the aperture below into the dark river. 
The poor little tommycods, attracted by the lights 
and air, assemble in myriads underneath, pounce 
eagerly on the bait, announce their presence by a 
very jGednt tug, and are transferred immediately to 
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the fashionable assembly above. Two or three 
Canadian boys attend to convey them from the 
hook to the basket, and to arrange invitations for 
more of them by putting on bait. As the fishing 
proceeds, sandwiches and hot negns are handed 
about, and songs and chat assist to pass the time 
away. Presently, plates of the dainty little fish, 
fiied as soon as caught, are passed round as the 
reward of the piscatorial labours. The young 
people of the party vary the amusement by walk- 
ing about in the bright moonlight, sliding over 
the patches of glace ice, and visiting other 
friends in neighbouring cabins; for, while the 
tommycod season lasts, there is quite a village 
of these little fishing houses on the river St, 
Charles. 

On New Year's-day, it is the custom for gentlemen 
to call on every one of their acquaintances, whether 
slightly or intimately known. It is very common 
too for strangers, at that time, to call with some 
friend who introduces them ; and many people who 
have been on cool terms during the year, meet on 
this occasion and become reconciled. The ladies 
of the house sit in state to receive the calls, 
and do the honours of the cake and liqueurs on 
the side table; the visits are, of course, very 
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short, — merely a shake of the hand, and com- 
pliments of the season, for some people have to 
pay, perhaps, a hundred in the day; but it is a 
friendly custom, and not unproductive of good 
feeling and kindness. 
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CHAPTER VL 

MOOS E-H U N T I N G. 

At the end of February, the Captain and I started 
on a moose-hunting expedition. We had arranged 
that four Indians should meet us at St, Anne's, 
about sixty miles from Quebec, to the north-west, 
on the extreme verge oJF the inhabited districts. 
Jacques, the chief of the hunters, was to join us at 
Sorette, and guide us in our route. 

We travelled in a low curricle, drawn by a couple 
of stout horses, tandem ; a smaller sleigh with one 
horse and containing our guns and camp stores, 
* followed us. . Wrapped up in our blanket coats and 
buffalo skins, we felt but little inconvenience from the 
wind, which came sweeping up the road, bearing 
clouds of sleet and drift. Day dawned as we 
passed out through the silent suburb of St. Valliere ; 
the streets looked lonely and desolate, no one was 
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yet stirring, and the snow during the night had 
obliterated all traces of the day before. As far as 
Sorette we had a broad, well-hardened track, but 
occasionally much encumbered with drifts ; an hour 
carried us there, and Jacques was in waiting to 
receive us. He immediately asked for something to 
drink, which we unwisely granted, for he soon grew 
very troublesome and loquacious, taking his place 
rather unsteadily in the luggage sleigh: whenever we 
stopped he demanded more liquor, but was refused ; 
he begged that some of his wages for* the expedi- 
tion might be advanced; he assured us that he 
was a man of honour, and insinuated that we were 
by no means of a convivial temperament. In a 
short time he managed, in spite of us, to become 
intoxicated to such a degree that we threatened 
to leave him behind ; but he had just sense enough 
left to lie down in the sleigh and sleep the greater 
part of the journey. Once these wretched creatures 
taste " firewater,^' they have no restraint over them- 
selves, and would give anything they possess, or 
risk their lives, for more. 

The country we passed through for some 
distance on either side of the road was cleared, but 
beyond that lay everywhere " the bush." We crossed 
many streams half frozen over, where the waters 
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rushed along through narrow channels in the ice, 
and tumbled over large transparent blocks accumu- 
lated at the bends. The white snow over the 
undulating groimd, and the black lines of the hills 
and forests, gave the idea of an etching of the 
beautiful scene.. In summer, when decked in 
nature's varied colouring, this is a lovely land. 

The snow began to fall heavily and fast, and 
the roads became narrow and deep; every here 
and there we met sleighs laden with wood or corn, 
driven by habitans ; when there is not room on 
the track to pass, they pull their horses to the very 
edge on their side ; the sleigh sinks down into the 
soft snow, which is five feet deep ; by hanging on 
with all their might, they keep it from upsetting. 
Then our driver forces his horses past — ^the sleighs 
come in contact — ours, the lighter of the two, is 
pushed off the track ; the horses slip into the sofl 
snow, plunge out again, and, with loud sacres and 
marchez doncs from the driver, and struggling and 
balancing on our part, we pass by. Sometimes, 
however, the collision ends by both conveyances 
and their contents being upset and plunged into 
the snow, where we, wrapped up in our robes, and 
convulsed with laughter, remain quite as inactive 
as the sacks of corn in the opposing sleigh. 
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About nightfall we arrived at a miserable 
hamlet, some ten miles from our jo\irney*s end, 
and stopped at the George Inn — a log hut — for 
some little time, to rest our tired ' horses, ttere 
was only a bar, and a sleeping room for the family, 
in this establishment. The proptietor - was a 
Londoner, and spoke a& if he had known better 
days. He told ns 4hat he was living oomfoitably, 
and was quite c(mtented ; that he had not beefi 
beyond the township for years, but occasionaBy got 
a Quebec paper, which gave hkn news of the great 
world. As he shewed us from the window, the 
clearing of a few hundred acres, with some dozen, 
wretched log houses upon it^ the rdpd progress of 
his adopted residence seemed to be a great source of 
pride to him. " For," said he^ " when I caitie to tins 
place thirteen years ago, it was quite in its infancy." 
Darkness added very much to the difficulties of 
the journey; but we were on an excursion for 
amusement, and wisely made^ even our troubles 
minister to the purpose. We descended by a 
narrow, winding road, to the ice bi'idge over the 
river St. Anne ; on one side was a high diff covered 
with bare firs and huge icicles, and whose top we 
could not see ; below was much the same, where we 
could not see the bottom. When we were on the 
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steepest part, the wheeler found the weight pressing 
on him from behind, inconvenient, so he sat down 
and proceeded in a slide. The leader, alarmed at 
this novelty^ plunged forward into the darkness, 
and disappeared over the difF at one side of a huge 
pine tree, while we, the sleigh, and the wheder, 
twisted up into an apparently inextricable mass of 
concision, remained on the other, the traces and 
reins still connecting us with the invisible leader, 
as we judged by violent jerks at the cariole, simul- 
taneously with the crashing of branches in front. 
This time we laughed less, and did more, than on 
the other occasions. As soon as we crept from 
under the capsized vehicle, we tried to fish out the 
leader from the darkness into which he had fallen. 
Both the drivers, and Jacques, who by this time had 
slept himself sober, came to our assistance, and, 
after a good deal of hauling and whipping, and the 
use of some very strong language by the Canadian 
drivers, we succeeded in getting the animal on the 
solid road again. He had fallen across the strong 
branches of a pine tree, and for several minutes 
remained in this perilous situation, partly supported 
by the traces, and kicking furiously all the time ; 
he was too much exhausted by this to be put to 
again, so we drove him on in front, and had to 
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hdp him out of snow-drifts half-a-dozen times in 
the course of the remainder of our journey. 

At length the other horses also gave in ; it was 
as dark as pitch, and we had already travelled so 
far that we began to have a vague idea we had lost 
our way, in which our guide, the half-sobered 
Indian, seemed to participate. He, however, set to 
hallooing lustily; and, to our great joy we saw, in 
about a minute afterwards, a light in a house 
only a few yards off, which Jacques announced to 
be the place of our destination for the night. 

Very cold and tired, I impatiently got out of 
the sleigh, and made a rush towards the beacon, 
but at the first step went up to my neck in the 
snow ; the weary leader, thinking I had found the 
right road, plunged in after me — to my great terror 
— and in this predicament we both remained till the 
Indians from the house came with lights, and 
hauled us out. 

Monsieur Boivin was the proprietor of the house 
where we were to pass the night. Its appearance 
was not favourable, and we found it did not 
improve on acquaintance. There was only one 
room, about thirty feet square, with two beds 
in the far comer and in the middle a stove, 
which kept it at oven heat. Our party 
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ODDsisted of the lady of the house, and three 
daughters, four men of the family, the five Indians, 
half-ar-dozen dogs, and oursdves. While the men 
poisoned the confined air with each a pipe of filthy 
tobacco, the women cooked some brown, unsightly 
mixture in an earthem pan on the stove, fix>m 
whence arose stifling fumes of garlic. While a 
numb^ of men such as these were smoking, the 
floor was naturally not in a state very tempting to 
lie down upon, but, having got some tea and 
biscuits out of our stores, we discovered two small 
islands in the sea of abominable expectorations, 
where we spread our buffalo robes, and settled 
oursdves for the night 

The dogs judiciously followed our example; 
and, finding the sofl fur a very pleasant bed, lay 
down along with us. We kidced and drove them 
off as long as we were able, but it was of no use, they 
were back again the next minute. Their perseve- 
rance prevailed, and a huge wolf-like one, and I, 
made a night of it. 

When the men were snoring on the filthy floor, 
and the lights put out, the ladies, under cover of 
the darkness, took possession of the beds. I had 
for my pillow the foot of the house clock, which, 
unfortunately for me, had been lately repaired, and 
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ticked with the rudest health. This at my ears, 
the dreadful smdls, and the baking heat of the 
stove, kept me pretty wdl awake all night, and I 
fear I disturbed my wolf-like bed-fdtow very much 
by my uneasiness. I believe, however, I had a sort 
of dream of the room, being filled with house 
clocks smacking and spitting, and a huge Indian 
ticking at my head. As for the Captain, he slept 
in a most soldier-like mann^. 

At earliest dawn the house was all astir; the 
ladies re-appeared on the stage, the Indians w^e 
packing our camp kettles and provisions on their 
tarboggins, and we were eating our brelkkfast. I 
may as well say that the tarboggin is a l%ht i^eigh, 
made of plank scarcely thicker than the bark of a 
tree, and bent up in firont like a prow ; this, with a 
moderate burthen, is dragged by the Indians over 
the snow by a rope to the shoulder, with but litde 
effort. 

These tasks were soon accomplished ; and, accom- 
panied by the five horrible Indians and the pack of 
miserable dogS, we started. These Indians are a 
remnant of the Huron tribe, settled at Sorette, 
where they have a chia?ch, houses^ and farms. They 
live, during the wintOT, by hunting, and such excur- 
sions as our own, for which they charge exorbi- 
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tantly ; in the summer they labour a little in their 
fields, make snow shoes and moccasins, and em- 
broider with beads. They are not of pure blood : 
I believe there is only one of the tribe who is not 
partly of French-Canadian extraction. It is a 
sadly degenerate race, cringing, covetous, drunken, 
dissipated, gluttonous, and filthy. They are even 
losing their skill in the chace, the only advantage 
they possess. But little darker than the Canadians 
in complexion, their hair is much coarser, and they 
have a savage and sensual expi'ession peculiar to 
themselv^. Their dress is the blanket coat and 
coloured sash, blanket leggings, moccasins of moose- 
skin, and a red or blue woollen cap. They take 
no other cfothing with them into the bush in the 
coldest weather. With their snow shoes loosely 
tied on, and their tatrboggin dragged fi-om over the 
shoulder, they can get over a long journey without 
fatigue. 

Our blankets, buflFalo robes, and other necessaries, 
noade up rather a heavy burthen ; they were left 
with three of the Indians, to be drawn leisurely 
after us, while we, with the others, went ahead in 
our snow shoes. Wo were very slightly clad for the 
journey ; the ex^oise keeps the traveller quite warm 
enough in any weather. 
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It was a glorious morning ! llie sun i^one out 
brightly as in midsummer, but dear said ccAd. 
Oyer the open space of the little srtdement mhsre 
we had passed the night, Hxe aew white snow lay 
like silver sand, glittering radiantly ; fit)m the wind 
of the day before it was in tiny waves, l&e 4lie sea 
shore when the ripplmg waters of the ebb-tide 
have left it dry. The morning was perfecdy still, 
the snow of yesterday lay thick and heavy on tiie 
firs and pines, unstirred by the sU^test motion oi 
tl^ wind, and there was not a doud in the sky. 
Though one of the extremely cold days, there was 
nothing painful in the sensations ; the air was thin 
and pure as on a mountain top : everything was 
bright and cheerful: the fresh snow, crisped by 
the severe frost, supported the snow shoe on its 
very surface, while we felt light and vigorous, and 
capable of imusual exertion. 

There was no track, but the Indians steered for 
a huge old pine tree at tl^ end of the clearing, on 
the verge of the forest ; here all signs of hinnan 
industry ended. We stopped few a few minutes 
under its branches to look behind us on the abodes 
of men. " Now we are in the * bush,' " said 
our guide. From thrice to the north pole ky 
the desert. 
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We strode on for several hours under the pine 
trees, on level ground, at length stopping to breathe 
at tiie foot of a hilL The Indians trampled down 
the snow for a resting place, made a seat of ss^ins 
— the tops of fir trees, and brought us deKciously 
cold and pure water from a stream close by ; we 
h^ffd its murmur distinctly in the silence of the 
woods, but could not see the little brook for some 
time ; it was bridged over with ice and snow five 
feet deq), and only here and there, where there was 
a miniature cascade, was there an opening. 

At noon we started again : three more hours oi 
walking over an undulating country brought us to 
a small river, where we determined to pass the 
night. Latterly otu* progress had been very 
fatiguing, the underwood was thick and rose over 
the five feet of snow ; being unpractised, we tripped 
occasionally over the branches and tumbled, — ^the 
struggle up again was no easy mattw. 

In making a cabin for the night, the Indians took 
oflF their snow shoes and used them to shovel out 
in the snow a chamber, about twenty feet in length 
by twelve in width ; throwing the contents up so 
as to build a wall round it. They next cut some 
young fir trees and arranged them leaning against 
each other as rafters, to form a roof; cross brandies 
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were laid over these, and a ceilmg of birch bark, 
which is here like broad pieces of leather, com- 
pleted this part. An opening on one side was left 
for a door, and the centre of the roof, uncovered, 
was the chimney ; two large fresh logs were ladd 
across the ntiddle of the cabin, on which was 
lighted a pile of dry wood. The arrangeanent of 
the inside was a line of pillows, formed of snow, at 
both ends of the hut ; our feet were to be close to 
the fire, half the party lying on each side of it. 
Sapins made up a soft couch on the cold floor, and 
buifalo robes were our bed clothes. 

When these luxurious arrangements were finished, 
we went to the river, carrying an axe, fishing lines, 
and bait ; cleared a part of the ice with our snow 
shoes, and with the axe cut a hole in it, about a 
foot square, down to the water. The admission of 
the fresh air evidently gave the unfortunate trout 
an appetite, for, as fast as the line was put down, one 
of them pounced on the bait and found his way 
to our basket, where he was immediately fi^zen to 
death ; when he reappeai-ed^ to be cooked, he was 
as hard as if he had been salted and packed for 
six months. We soon ^ot tired of this diversion, 
and returned to our lodging. 

The -Indians had cut firewood for the night, and 
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were busy piling it at the door ; a large kettle, 
hm^ from the rafters by a rope made of green bran- 
ches, Bnd filled with a savoury mess of p(HPk, peas, 
and biscuit, was boiling oyer the fire ; a smalkar 
(Hie sang merrily by its side, with a firagrant brew 
of tea. The cabin was warm, and, with the robes 
spread out, looked very comfortaUe : loops of birch- 
bark in the defts of two sticks stuck in the snow 
served as candlestidcs : our valuables, including 
the brandy bottle, were placed in a leathern bag at 
the head of our sofa, and carefully locked up. 

We ate a few of the trout, and tasted the 
Indian's mess, but our main dependence was on 
one of the cases of preserved meats, of which we 
had laid in a stock for the expedition. We had 
bdled it carefully in water according to the direc* 
lions, and one of the Indians opened it with an 
axe; we were ravenously hungry, each armed with 
a plate for the attack, but, to our great disappoint- 
ment, such odours issued fit)m it that even the 
Indians threw it away in disgust. We richly 
desired this, for attempting such luxury in the 



The Indians all knelt in prayer for some time, 
before going to sleep; each producing his rosary, 
and repeating his devotions in a low, moiK)tonous 
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voice. The unfortunate dogs had not been allowed 
to eat anything — to make them more savage against 
the moose ; or to come near the fire, perhaps, to 
make them hotter in the chase; they all kept 
prowling about outside in the snow, occasionally 
putting their heads into the cabin for a moment, 
with a longing look. When, during the Indians' 
devotions, they found so long a silence, tl&py began 
stealthily to creep in, one by one, and seat them- 
selves round the fire. One, unluckily, touched the 
heel of the apparently most devout among the 
Indians, who turned round, highly enraged, to eject 
the intruder; he had a short pipe in his teeth, 
while he showered a voUey of French oaths at the 
dog, and kicked him out; when this was accom- 
plished he took a long pull at his pipe, and resumed 
his devotions. 

About midnight I awoke, fancying that some 
strong hand was grasping my shoulders : — it was 
the cold. The fire blazed away brightly, so dose 
to our feet that it singed our robes and blankets ; 
but, at our heads, diluted spirits fi*oze into a solid 
mass. We were very warmly clothed, and packed 
up for the night, but I never knew what cold was 
till then. * 

As I lay awake, I stared up at the sky through 
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the open roof; the moon seemed larger and her 
Hght purer, than I had ever before seen ; her pale, 
solemn face looked down on the frozen earth, 
throu^ the profomid stillness of the night, like a 
presence. The bright stars stood out boldly in the 
sky, throwing back their lustre into the infinite 
space, beyond where man's feeble vision is lost in 
boundless depths. Overhead, the bare branches of 
the forest trees wove their delicate tracery against 
the blue vault, softening but not impeding the view 
of its glorious illmnination. It is impossible to 
describe the magnificence of these winter nights 
in Canada. 

The cold was, indeed, intense ; my hand, exposed 
for a moment in wrapping the buffalo robe closer 
round me, was seized as in a vice, and chilled in a 
moment. I wrapped a blanket round my head, 
and my breath froze on it into a solid lump of ice. 
The flame of the fire burnt blue in the fit)sty air ; 
and, though it was still very powerful, the snow not 
a foot away fi-om it was crisp and hard. 

Soon after daybreak we were on our way again. 
This day's journey was through a rugged and 
mountainous country ; in many places the way was 
so steep that we had to drag ourselves up the sharp 
hiBs, by the branches and underwood. When we 
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came to a descent, we sat down on the snow shoes, 
holding them together behmd, and skating along 
with great velocity, often meeting some obstruction 
in the way and rolling over and over to the bottom; 
there we lay buried in the snow, till, with ludi- 
crous difficulty, we struggled out again. 

About once in an hour we stopped by some 
turbulent little stream, scarcely seen in the snow, 
to drink and rest £Dr a brief space. The Indians 
took it in turn to go in front and " make track," 
this being the most fatiguing province; they 
all steered with xm^rring accuracy, apparently by 
an instinct ; through the sameness of the forest, 
they, only, can trace the difficult route. 

After about eighteen miles' journey, we struck 
on anodier frozen river ; the guide turned down 
its bed about a hundred yards to the west, then 
threw his burthen aside and told us we were at tl^ 
place for stopping that night, and within two miles 
of the " Ravagd," or moose yard, of which we were 
in search. 

These animals sometimes remain in the same 
" ravag^ " for weeks together, till they have com- 
pletely bared the trees of bark and yoimg branches, 
and then they only move away far enough to obtain 
a fresh supply ; from this lazy life they become 
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Tery fat at this time of the year. Our cabin was 
formed, and the evening passed niiuch as the pre- 
ceding one, but that the cold was not so severe. 
Having worn off the novelty of the situation, we 
composed ourselves quietly to read for some time, 
and aftw that slept very soimdly. 

Hie morning was close and lowing, and the 
snow began to fell thickly when we started for the 
•* ravagd," with four of the Indians and all the dogs ; 
the fresh falling snow on oiir snow shoes made the 
walking very heavy ; it was also shaken down upon 
us firom the branches above, whien we happened to 
touch them, and, soon melting, wetted us. The 
temperature being unusually high that day, in a 
short time the lodis of our guns were the only 
(Slings dry about us. The excitement, however, 
kept us warm, for we saw occasionalfy the deep 
track of the moose in the snow, and the marks of 
their teeth on the bark and branches of the trees. 
These symptoms became more apparent as we 
approadbed the bottom of a high, steep hill ; the 
dogs were sent on ahead, and in a few minutes all 
gave tongue furiously, in every variety of currish 
yelp. By this time the snow had ceased falling, 
and we were able to see some distance in front. 

We pressed on rapidly over the brow of the 
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hill, in the direction of the dogs, and came upon 
the fresh track of several moose. In my eagerness 
to get forward, I stumbled repeatedly, tripped by 
the abominable snow shoes, and had great difficolty 
in keeping up with the Indians, who, though also 
violently excited, went on quite at their ease. The 
dogs were at a stand still, and, as we emerged froui 
a thick part of the wood, we saw them surround- 
ing three large moose, barking viciously, but not 
daring to approach within reach of their hoofs or 
antlers. When the deer saw us, they bolted away, 
plunging heavily through the deep snow, slowly 
and with great difficulty; at every step sinking to 
the shoulder, the curs still at their heels as near 
as they could venture. They all broke in dif- 
ferent directions ; the captain pursued one, I 
another, and one of the Indians the third : at first 
they beat us in speed; for a few hundred yards 
mine kept stoutly on, but his track became wider 
and more irregular, and large drops of blood on the 
pure, fresh snow shewed that the poor animal was 
wounded by the hard, icy crust of the old fall. 
We were pressing down hill through very thick 
" bush " and could not see him, but his panting, 
and crashing through the underwood were plainly 
heard. In several places the snow was deq)ly 
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ploughed Up, where he had faflen from exhaustion 
but again struggled gallantly out, and made another 
effort for life. 

On, on, the branches smash and rattle, but, just 
ahead of us, the panting is louder and closer, the 
tradi red with blood ; the hungry dogs howl and 
yell almost under our feet. On, on, through the 
deep snow, among the rugged rocks and the tall 
jHnes we hasten, breathless and eager. Swinging 
round a close thicket, we open in a swampy valley 
with a few patriarchal trees rising from it, bare of 
branches to a hundred feet in height; in the 
centre stands the moose, facing us ; his failing limbs 
refuse to carry him any farther through the choking 
drifts : the dogs press upon him : whenever his 
proud haid turns, they fly away yelling with 
terror, but with grinning teeth and hungry eyes 
n»h at him from behind. 

He was a noble brute, standing at least seven feet 
high ; his large, dark eye was fixed, I fancied almost 
im[doringly, upon me, as I approached. He made 
no further effort to escape, or resist : I fired, and 
the ball struck him in the chest. The wound 
roused him ; infuriated by the pain, he raised his 
huge bulk out of the snow, and plunged, towards 
me. Had I tried to run away, the snow shoes 
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would have tripped me up, to a certainly, so I 
thought it wis«r to stand still; his strength was 
plainly failing, and I knew he could not reach me. 
I fired the 8ec(Hid barrel, he stopped, and staggered, 
stretched out his neck, the Uood gushed in a 
stream from his mouth, his tongue protruded, then 
slowly, as if lying down to rest, he fell over into tiie 
snow. Tl^ dogs would not yet touch him ; near would 
even the Indians ; they said that this was the most 
dangerous time — ^he might struggle yet; so we 
watched cautiously till the large dark eye grew dim 
and glazed, and the sinewy limbs were stiffened out 
in death ; then we approached and stood over our 
fallen foe. 

When the exdtement which had touched the 
savage chord of love of destruction, to be found in 
every nature, was over, I felt ashamed, guilty, 
self-condemned, like a murderer : the snow defiled 
with the red stain ; the meek eye, a few moments 
before bright with healthy life, now a mere filmy 
ball ; the vile dogs, that had not dared to touch 
him while alive, licked up the slaream of bloodi 
and fastened on his heels. I was thoroughly 
disgusted with myself and the tame and cruel 
sport. 
The Indians knocked down a decayed tree, rubbed 



dbyGoogk 



ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD. 153 

up some of the dry bark in their hands, applied a 
mstch to it, and in a lew minutes made a spkndid 
fee dose by the dead moose ; a small space was 
trampled down, the sapins laid as usual, for a seat, 
from whence I inspected the skinning and cutting up 
of the carcaise ; a part of the proce«iing which occu- 
lted nearly two hours. The hide and the most 
valuable parts were packed on the tarboggins, and 
the remnant of the noble brute was left for the 
wolves : we then returned to the cabin. 

The Indians were very anxious that I should go 
in pursuit of the third moose, which I positively de- 
clined, partly because I was very tired, and partly be- 
cause I would have gone twice the distance to avoid 
soch anoth^ murder. The Captain arrived in about 
an hour; he had also killed his moose, but after a 
much longar chace. The kidney and marrow were 
cooked for supper, and the remainder, except what 
the dogs got, was buried in the snow ; the craven 
brutes ate and fought till they could no longer 
growl, and then laid down torpidly outside to sleep. 

That night there was a thaw; our snow roof 
melted, and the water kept dropping on us till we 
w^e thoroughly wet and imcomfortable. In the 
place where we were encamped there were a great 
number of birch and pine trees ; at this time of 
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the year the fonner are covered with loose bark, 
hanging in shreds over trunk and branches : this 
is highly inflammable, burning with a bright red 
flame, and a smell like (Samphine ; the Indians 
by rolling it up tightly, mgke torches, which give a 
strong and lasting light. We determined on an 
illumination with these materials, to celebrate the 
events of the day ; and, when the night fell, dark 
as pitch, we seized torches, made the Indians do 
the same, and started off in different directions 
through the wood, firing all the birch trees at the 
stem, as we passed. I do hot think I ever saw a 
more splendid sight than our labours produced ; 
fifty or sixty large trees, in a circle of a quarter of 
a mile, each with a blaze of red light running up 
from the trunk to the loftiest branches, twisting 
through the gloomy tops of the fir trees, and fell- 
ing off in flakes, spinning round in the air, and 
lighting up the white snow beneath the dark 
arches of the forest, and the darker sky above. 
We wandered away still further and further, till the 
voices of the Indians sounded famt in the distance, 
still spreading our glorious illumination. The fires 
immediately about the cabin had biuned out, and 
were succeeded by a darkness more profound 
than before, and we had no small difficulty, and 
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some anxiety, before we again reached it. In this 
lonely desert we destroyed, without remorse, dozens 
of magnificent trees, which would have been the 
pride of an English park. We were two days' 
journey from the hauntsiof men ; for years, perhaps, 
no human foot will tread these wilds again ; — for 
ages none seek them as a residence. 

The Indians ate enormously, indeed, till they 
were stupified, and then smoked, prayed, and slept. 
That grinning villain, Jacques, intrigued zealously 
to get hold of the brandy bottle, but we were too 
wise for him, so the wretch sucked a couple more 
marrow bones, and became torpid : as the leader of 
the hunters, he honoured us with his company at 
our side of the cabin, the Captain and I taking it 
in turn to sleep next him. There was a little wind 
during the night, and the smoke of the green wood 
which we were burning, became almost intoler- 
able ; it caused our eyes to smart severly, and there 
was no escape from it ; for it blew about in volumes 
till morning, and was far more disagreeable than 
the cold of the first encampment. The moose 
meat had transported the Indians to the land of 
dreams, and rendered them indiflferent to that or 
any other annoyance. 

Jacques was very anxious that we should proceed 
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in search of nwre moose the foflowing day; but 
we had had quite enough of the sport and of his 
company, and detennined to return. The baggs^ 
was re-packed, the spoil dug up and put on tarbog- 
gins, and we " made track'* for Quebec. 

About half way on our first day's journey, the 
dpgs, now somewhat recovered firom the effects of 
the last night's repletion, rushed up a hill near us, 
barking in rather a plethoric tone; there was a 
rattling of branches, and the next moment some 
half-dozen Cariboo, or rdn-deer, went by us at a 
gallop, about a hundred yards ahead Shots fi-om 
both our double barrels rang through the woods, 
and so did the crashing of the underwood, as the 
uninjured herd vanished in the bush. It was use- 
less to think of pursuing them, for their light feet 
sank but little in the surface of the snow, hardened 
by fi-ost after the thaw of the night before, and 
they went by us like the wind. This adventure 
shortened the road, and we put up at the same 
cabin where we had slept the first night, lodgings 
being still vacant; but we had some work in shovel- 
ling out the snow which had since fallen. Two ot 
three chattering birds like magpies, called by the 
Indians moose-birds, perched on the trees over us, 
and made fi-equent forays on the tarboggin where 
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the meat lay, but the dogs vei^ properly drove 
them away. We fired at them repeatedly, but 
they hopped up as the bullet diopped off the 
branch on whieh they were perched, and lighted 
on another, soreaming and chattering worse than 
ever. 

The next morning we made a very early start, 
reached Monsieur Boivin's before noon, and got 
into our sldgh as soon as possible. The mot^e 
of the moose, which we carried with us, is esteemed 
a great luxury in Canada, and very justly so; it is 
the upper lip or nose of the animal, which grows 
to a great size, and is almost as rich as turtle ; 
many think that the soup made from it has a higher 
flavour. The legs and feet were sent to the squaws 
to be preserved, and ornam^ited with stained hair 
and headwork, as trophies of the achievements of 
the pale warriors; the rest of the animal is the 
perquisite of the Indians. 

The roads were much better on our return, but 
we were astounded when we saw by daylight the 
place by the precipice, where we had been upset a 
few nights before. It was dark long before we reached 
Quebec. Our driver took the wrong road of two, 
which parted in a fork, separated by a high, stiff 
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wooden fence, with the top but just visible over the 
snow ; before we had gone far we fortunately met a 
habitariy who told us of our mistake. The road was 
too narrow to turn. Our driver first cried like a child, 
tfien suddenly taking courage, sacred furiously, and, 
seizing the leader by the head, tinned him into the 
deep snow, towards the right road : a few seconds of 
plunging, kicking, and shouting — a crash of the 
fence — and we were all landed on the other road ; 
the sleigh on its side, the horses on their backs, 
and the driver on his head. The confusion 
was soon corrected, and by ten at night we 
passed under the battlements into the gates of 
Quebec. 

It would be vain to attempt describing the hap- 
piness conferred by soap and water, razors and 
brushes, and a clean bed in a moderate tempera- 
ture, after six days' deprivation of their good offices. 
The conclusion which I arrived at, with regard to 
this expedition was, that the greatest pleasure 
derivable therefrom, was having it over. The next 
time I renew my acquaintance with moose, the 
Zoolo^cal Gardens shall be my " ravag^," a drowsy 
omnibus bear me instead of snow shoes, and the 
United Service Club shall be my cabin. The winter 
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life in the " bush" is well worth seeing, as a new ex- 
perience ; but as to the sport of moose-hunting — a 
day with "The Cheshire" is as superior to it, 
as were the Uncas and Chingahgook of the Ame- 
rican novelist, to the drunken and degenerate 
savages of Sorette. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

/ THE CONVENT — THE MADHOUSE. 

During a winter visit to one of the Canadian 
towns, an opportunity offered of my seeing the 
ceremony of taking the black veil, by two novices 
in a neighbouring convent. I was awakened 
long before daylight, and, in due time, tramping 
through the deep snow on my way to the place. 
There had been a gale during the night, the low 
wooden houses by the road side were nearly covered 
to the roofs in the heavy drifts ; at the corner of 
each street gusts of wind whirled round showers of 
sharp, keen poudre, each morsel of which wounded 
the face like the sting of a venomous fly, and 
chilled the very blood. The clouds were dose and 
murky, and the dreariest hour of the twenty-four, 
that just before the dawn, was made even more 
dismal by the cold glare of the new-fallen snow. 



dbyGoogk 



ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD. 161 

A large, white, irregular structure, stood on an 
open space in a remote part of the suburbs, sur-* 
rounded by a high wall, with massive gates. Over 
the entrance were two dim lamps, their sickly 
flames hardly stri^gling against the wind for the 
little life and light they possessed ; they, however, 
guided me, and, passing through a wicket door, I 
mounted the steps of the chapel, which lay within, 
to the right hand. On the altar seven tall tapers 
were binning, and roimd it many others cast a 
brSliant light. The end of the building where it 
stood was railed in, the other parts were in compa- 
rative darkness. Near the door ten or twelve 
[q)ectators were standing ; some of them were rela- 
tions of the postulants, but they s^peared not to 
be much int^^ted in, or moved by, the ceremony. 

On the right side of the chancel was a return 
nearly as large as the body of the chapel, separated 
firom it by a grating of diagonal bars of wood, like 
the frame-work of cottage windows. This return 
was appropriated to the devotions of the nuns, who 
were of a very austere order ; they were never allow- 
ed beyond the walls, or to see or hear the people of 
the outer world, except through these bars. I got 
a place on the steps of the pulpit, nearly opposite 
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to the grating, and awaited patiently the solemn 
scene. 

When the hazy beam of the sun mingled itself 
with the light of the flaming tapers, the Bishop, in 
a robe stiflF with gold, and covered with the insignia 
of his holy oflSce, entered the chancel by the private 
door ; two boys preceded him, swinging censers of 
burning incense, and chanting in a low, monotonous 
voice. Six priests followed in his train, their heads 
meekly bowed, their arms folded on their chests, 
md each in turn prostrating himsdf before the 
cross. High mass was then performed with all its 
imposing ceremony — distant, unseen choirs joining 
from the interior of the convent. As the sotmd 
of the bell which announces the elevation of the 
host ceases, the folding doors within the grating of 
the return are thrown open, and the postulants 
enter with a measured step. They are clothed 
from head to foot in white, and chaplets of white 
roses are wreathed in their hair. Sixty nuns, two 
and two, follow in solemn procession, covered with 
black robes ; each bears a lighted taper, and an 
open book of prayer in her hands. As they enter, 
they chant the hymn to the Virgin, and range 
themselves along the walls, thirty of a side ; their 
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Toioes swdliog Uke a moaning wind, and echoing 
sadly from the vaulted roof. 

The t^o postulants advance up the centre of the 
return, near to the grating, how to the host, and 
the Bishop exhorts them; while he speaks they 
sink, on their knees, and remain still. Four sisters 
carry in the veil, a pall of crape and velvet. 
While tiiey bear it roimd, eadi nun bends to the 
ground and it passes ; it is then placed near the 
po8l;alants, and tiie priests perform a service like 
that of the burial of the dead. The ttiirty dark 
statues on either side give the responses in a fixed 
k^, of intensely mournful intonation, unlike the 
voice of living woman. I almost fancy those 
sombre figures are but some piece of cunningly 
contrived machinery. But, under each black shroud, 
&are throbs a human heart. School them as you 
may — crush every tender yearning the young bosom 
fieels — break the elastic spirit, chase love, and hope, 
and happiness from the sacred temple of the mind, 
and haunt its deserted halls with superstition's 
ghosts — ^bury them in the ccmvent's gloomy walls, 
where the dull round of life scarce rises above som- 
nambulism — still, still under each black shroud 
will throb the human heart. 

The postulants receive the sacrament, then one 
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rises, advances close to the grating, and kneels 
down before a small open lattice ; she throws asidd 
her veil ; and, looking calmly at the host which the 
Bishop holds before h^ eyes, repeats the vows 
after his dictation, in a quiet, indifferent tone. 
Her's is a pale, sickly, vacant count^iance; no 
experience of joy or sorrow has traced it with lines 
of thought. Of weak intellect, bred up from 
infancy within these walls, her's seems no change, 
no sacrifice, it is only like putting chains upon a 
corpse. Two of the dark sisters stand behind her ; 
as the last vow is spoken the white veil is lifted 
from her head, and the black shrotid thrown over 
her. 

The second now comes forward : she is on her 
knees, her foce imcovered. How white it is! 
white as the new-fallen snow outside. She is 
young, perhaps has seen some one and twenty 
years, but they have treated her very roughly: 
where the seeds of woe were sown, the harvest of 
despair is plentiful — stamped on every feature. 
And the voice — I never can forget that voice — 
there was no faltering ; it was high and clear as 
the sound of a silver bell ; but oh, how desolate — 
as it spoke the farewell to the world ! It is over — ^the 
symbol of her sacrifice covers her ; she sinks down ; 
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there seems but a heap of dark drapery on the 
ground, but it quivers convukively. 

The pealing organ, and the chorus of cold, sad 
voices, drown the sobs, but under the black shroud 
there throbs the human heart, as if that heart 
would break. 

After the Te Deum has been sung, the Bishop 
delivers an address, in an earnest and eloquent 
manner, summing up the duties the veil imposes, and 
praying for Heaven's holiest blessing on this day's 
oflEaing. The two devoted ones rise, walk slowly 
to the first nun, make a lowly obeisance, then kiss 
her forehead, and so on with all in succession; each 
as she receives the new comer's greeting, saying : — 
"Welcome, sister." Then by the same door by 
which they had entered, they go out two and two, 
the youngest last, and we see them no more. 

Farewell, sister ! 

I have since been told the supposed cause of the 
last of these two novices taking the veil; though it 
is but a common-place story, it is not without 
interest to me, who saw her face that day. If you 
care to know it, it is as follows. Her father was a 
ma^hant of English descent Her mother, a 
Rench Canadian, had dkd many years ago, 
leaving her and two younger daughters, who were 
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brought up in the Roman Catholic re%ion. She 
devoted all her time and interest to give her little 
sisters whatever of accomplishments and education 
she had herself been able to attain. Her face was 
very pleasing, though not beautiful; her figure 
light and graceful ; and she possessed that winning 
charm of manner with which her mother's race is 
so richly gifted. 

Her father was occupied all day long with his 
business ; when he returned home of an evening, it 
was only to sleep in an old arm-chair by the fire- 
side. She had no companions, and was too much 
busied with her teaching, and household affairs, to 
mix much in the gaieties of the adjoining town ; 
but she was always sought for ; besides her good, 
kind heart, winning ways, and cheerful spirit, an 
aunt of her father's had left her a little fortune, 
and she was looked on quite as an heiress in the 
neighbourhood. The young gentlemen always tried 
to appear to their greatest advantage in her pre- 
sence, and to make themselves as agreeable as pos- 
sible. She was, perhaps, the least degree spoilt 
by this, and sometimes tossed her little head, and 
shook her long black ringlets quite haughtily, but 
every one that knew her, high and low, liked her 
in spite of that, and she deserved it. 
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About foxir years ago, at a small party given by 
one of her friends, she met, among other guests, 
the officers of the Infantry regiment quartered in 
the neighbourhood. All were acquaintances except 
one, who had only a few days before arrived from 
England. He did not seem inclined to enter into 
the gaieties of the evening, and did not dance till 
near the close, when he got introduced to her. As 
soon as the set was over, he sat talking with her 
for a little time, and then took his leave of the 
party. She was flattered at being the only person 
\¥hose acquaintance the new-comer had sought, 
and struck by the peculiarity of his manner and 
conversation. A day or two afterwards he called 
at her house ; she was at home, and alone. A 
couple of hours passed quickly away, and, when 
they bid good evening, she was surprised to find it 
was so late. After that day the acquaintance pro- 
gressed rapidly. 

He was about six or seven-and-twenty years of 
age, the only son of a northern squire, of conside- 
rable estate, but utterly ruined fortunes. His 
father had, however, always managed to conceal 
the state of affairs from him till a few months 
previously, when an accidental circumstance caused 
it to reach his ears. Without his father's knowledge 
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he at once exchanged from the regiment of Hussars 
in which he then was, to an Infantry corps, met 
the most pressing claims with the few thousand 
pomids this sacrifice placed at his disposal, and went 
home for a few days to take leave of his parents be- 
fore joining his new regiment in Canada. At first 
they were inconsolable at the idea of parting with 
him, even for this short time ; for all their love, and 
pride, and hope, were centered in their son, and he, 
in return, was devotedly attached to them. Soon, 
however, they were persuaded of the wisdom of 
what he had done ; and, deeply gratified by this 
proof of his aflTection, with many an earnest 
blessing they bade him farewell. 

Of an ancient and honoured family, he bore the 
stamp of gentle birth on every limb and feature. 
His mind was strong, clear, and highly cultivated ; 
his polished manner only sufficiently cold and 
reserved to make its relaxation the more pleasii^. 
In early life he had joined in the wild pursuits, and 
even faults, which indulgent custom tolerates in the 
favoured classes ; but stillj through all, retained an 
almost feminine refinement and sensibility, and a 
generous unselfishness, sad to say, so seldom 
united with the hard, but useful knowledge oi the 
world. Though rather of a silent habit, whenevw 
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he spoke his conversation was always interesting, 
often brilliant. Such was her new acquaintance. 

Poor child, in her short Bfe she had nevw seen 
any one like him before : she was proud and happy 
that he noticed her ; he, so much older than she 
was, so stately and thoughtful, and he spoke so 
beautifully. She was rather afraid of him at first, 
but that soon wore away ; she fancied that she was 
growing wiser and more like him ; she knew she 
was growing nearer, nearer ; fear brightened into 
admiration, admiration warmed into love. Without 
a mother, or grown-up sister, or intimate fnend to 
tell this to, she kept it all to herself, and it grew 
a stronger and greater tyrant every day, and she a 
more submissive slave. He now called at the 
house very often, and whenever there was a country 
driving party, he was her companion ; in the ball- 
room, or riding, or walking, they were constantly 
together: it was the custom of the country — ^no 
one thought it strange. 

So passed away the winter: in summer the 
regiment was to return to England, but he had 
become much attached to the simple Canadian 
girl. Her confidence in him, her undisguised 
preference, joined with a purity that could not be 
mistaken, won upon him irresistibly* He saw that 
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her mind was being strengthened and developed 
under his influence ; — ^that she did her utmost to 
improve herself and enrich the gift of a heart 
already fredy, wholly given : he felt that he was 
essential to her happiness : he fancied she was so 
to his. They had no secants from each other: 
he told her his prospects were ruined; that his 
father's very aflFection for him, he feared, woxild 
make him more inexoraUe in withholding sanction 
from a st^ that might impede his worldly 
advancement : that the diflference of their religion 
would add greditly to the difliculty. His father's 
will had ever been his law: before it came to, the 
old man's time to ''go hence and be no more 
seen," it was his fondest wish in life to be blessed 
with a father's blessing, and to hear that he had 
never caused him a moment's anxiety or regret. 

Then they sat down and consulted together, and 
he wrote to his parents, earnestly praying them to 
consent to his wishes for this union, a^qiealing to 
their love for him, and using every argument and 
persuasion, to place Jt in the most favourab^.l^ht 
He doubted, and trembled for the r^ly. She 
doubted not. Poor child ! She knew that in 
the narrow circle about her, she and her little 
fbrtime would be welcomed into any hoiffidiokl.; 
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beyond that, she knew nothing of the world, its 
pride, its luxuries, its necessities : it was almost a 
pleasure to her to hear that he was poor, for she 
fancied her pittance would set him at ease. In 
short she would not doubt, and waited for the 
answer to the letter, merely as the confirmation of 
her happiness. 

Weeks have passed awd,y ; the time of the de- 
parture of the regiment is close at hand, but the 
English post will be in to-morrow. The delay has 
been a time of eager anxiety to him : joyful antici- 
pation for her. They agree to open the answer 
together. The post arrives. A heap of letters 
are laid on his table. He snatches up one, for 
he knows the handwriting well; it is a little 
imperfect, for the writer is an old man, but hard, 
firm, determined. He hastens to her house : they 
do not speak, but go out into the garden, and stop 
at the end of the walk on the little terrace. 

The view over the broad rich valley is beautifiil 
to-day: the young summer has painted earth in 
all her choicest colouring, but they do not observe 
it, they are looking on the letter ; he pale, almost 
trembling : she flushed with happy hope ; — her tiny 
fingers break the seal. The summer evening of 
her land has but little twilight : the sun, like a 
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globe of fire, seems to drop from out the sky 
behind the earth, and leaves a sudden darkness. 

So, as she read, set the sun of hope, but the 
night that fell upon her soul had never a morning. 

The Lunatic Asylum for Lower Canada has 
been lately established at Beaufort, five miles from 
Quebec. Three eminent medical men of this city 
have undertaken it, under charter from the provin- 
cial government, which makes an annual aUowanoe 
for the support of the public patients. At present 
there are eighty-two under their care. The esta- 
blishment consists of a large house, occupied by 
the able superintendant and his family, where 
some of the convalescents are occasionally admitted 
as a reward for good conduct. Behind this is a 
range of buildings forming two sides of a square, 
the remaining enclosure of the space being made 
with high palings. These structures stand in a 
commanding, situation, with a beautiful view of 
Quebec, and the broad basin of the river. A farm 
of a hundred and sixty acres is attached to them. 

The system of this excellent institution is 
founded on kindness. No force or coercion of any 
kind is employed ; the patients are allowed to mix 
freely, work, or pursue whatever may be the bent 
of their inclinations. They dine together at a 
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well supplied table, and are allowed the free use of 
knives and forks. On one side of the dining hall 
are the apartments of the female patients, on the 
other those of the males. They each consist of a 
large, well-ventikted room, scrupulously dean, with 
a number of sleeping wards off it ; over head is also 
a large sleeping apartment. 

In the morning-room of the female patients 
were about thirty women, as neatly clad as their 
dreadful affliction would allow of; many of them 
of every variety of hideously distorted frame and 
hce. Some sat sewing quietly, with nothing 
unconmion in their appearance — at least as long as 
<heir eyes were fixed upon their work. Others 
crouched in corners, covering thdr haggard faces 
with their long bony fingers. Others moped about, 
grinning vacantly, and muttering imformed words ; 
the unnatural shake of the head, the hollow 
receding forehead, the high cheek bones, and 
diminutive lower jaw, betokening hopeless idiotcy. 
Others again, hurried eagerly about, all day long 
seeking in every comer with restless, anxious eyes, 
for some supposed lost treasure. 

One tall, handsome girl, about twenty years of 
age, sat by the window, looking fixedly on the 
ground, noticing nothing which passed around her. 
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She was very neatly dressed, and looked so quiet, 
that at first I thoi^ht she was one of the nurses. 
When I spoke to her she answered me in rather a 
sullen tone, but with perfect composure ; she did 
not even move her large blade eyes as she spoke, 
but I could see that they were dull, like beads, I 
could not learn the histories of many of these 
patients. They had been sent here fi-om various 
parts of the country, without any description, and 
in some cases not even named. This girl's 
madness was desponding; she was occasionally 
very dangerous when apparently convalescent, and 
had several times tried to destroy harsdf 

One idiot woman stood all the time with her 
face turned to the wall, in a corner. She was not 
dumb, but did not know how to speak. It. is not 
known to what country she belonged, her name, 
or whence she came. She was found a long time 
ago wandering wild in the woods, part of her feet 
bitten ofif by the fi-ost. She shuns human beings 
with terror ; her inclination seems always to escape, 
and wander away again. 

A jabbering maniac became violent while we 
were there, beating her bald head, grinding her 
long black teeth, and chuckling with a horrible, 
hyena laugh. Her small sunken eyes burned like 
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coals. One of the nurses took h^ by the ann, 
and carried her down stairs to be placed by 
herself, which is the greatest punishment inflicted. 
She instantly became subdued, cried, and begged 
to be allowed to remain above. 

I ^ked a sad-looking old woman, who sat 
rocking herself to and fro on a chair, how long she 
bad been in this place? She told me she had 
forgotten, years and years ago. The stronger 
patents are often very kind to the crippled and 
weak, carrying them about for hours in the sun- 
shine ; but the mad seem to have a great hatred 
and contempt for the idiots, and would often beat 
them, were they allowed. 

Most of the men were out of doors at work, or 
piddng oakum in the sheds. A fine-looking 
young fellow held my horse, sitting for more than 
an hour in the conveyance. He was considered 
one of the most trustworthy, having sense enough 
to know that he was mad ; but for the awful stare 
ef his eyes, I should not have noticed any pecu- 
liarity in his appearance or manner. While I was 
preparing to leave, about a dozen other male 
patients returned from their labour, accompanied 
by a keeper. One of them was pointed out for 
my observation as they passed: a quiet, mild- 
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looking man, about fi% years of age. RespectaUf 
connected, and formerly prosperous in the world, 
he had become insane, had now for many years 
been in confinement, and was remarkable for 
gentleness and obedience. Some time ago, at an 
asylum at Montreal, while employed with another 
patient in cutting up wood, he seized an oppor- 
tunity when his companion was stooping, and 
struck off the man's head with an axe ; after- 
wards he quietly resumed his work. Neitha: at 
that time, nor ever since, has he been in the \easb 
violent; the deed seemed to cause him neither 
joy nor sorrow. He was quite unconscious that 
he had done any thing unusual. 

In summer many of the patients are employed 
on the farm, or as builders and carpenters. An ice- 
house for their use has just been finished by one of 
them. Some of the convalescents are allowed 
occasionally to visit their friends, and always return 
punctually at the time appointed. With very few 
exceptions, music appears to cause them great plea- 
sure, soothing, rather than exciting them. They 
often dance, and are very fond of the amusement. 
In the spring, when the navigation opens, th^ 
crowd round the windows, and gaze with delight 
at the ships sailing up the magnificent river; 
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particularly those patients who have come from the 
old oomitry ; they seem to have a vague idea that 
these statdy ships are brought here to bear them 
home. 

Some of them talk a great deal to each other^ 
but seldom get, or seem to expect, answers to what 
they say. It pleases them much to speak to 
visitors, and they thus make an effort to tell what 
may be asked of them, but will not take this pains 
with their fellow-patients. It is not worth while ; 
they know that they are mad. 



I 3 



dbyGoogk 



178 HOCHELAGA; OR, 



CHAPTER VIIL 

FIRE. 

The 28th of May, 1845, will long be remem- 
bered at Quebec. The day was scorching hot, 
with a high wind, and douds of dust rushing along 
the roads, in exposed places spinning round and 
round in little whirlwinds, almost choking those 
who were caught in their vortex. 

But this is the busy time of the year; the 
streets and shops are crowded, the river covered 
with floating rafts of timber. Every hour, ships of 
the spring fleet round Point Levy, and make their 
numbers, in coloured flags, to their joyful owners. 
Masons and carpenters are hard at work, building 
on the vacant spaces of the streets, or repairing 
the ruins from small winter conflagrations. Over 
the rich valley of the St. Charles the husbandmen 
ply the spade and plough, and on the plains of 
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Abraham a regiment of soldi^^ are skirmishing in 
loose and picturesque array. Every thing around 
betokens life and activity. Sudden and harsh 
among these pleasant scenes, the bells of the 
churches of St. Roch rang out the well known 
alarm of fire. It was a quarter of an hour before 
noon when the first peal sounded. 

Shortly afterwards, from among the thick clouds 
of dust arose a thin column of white smoke, at the 
fer end of the suburb of St. Valli^re, under the 
steep cUflf. At first but little attention was excited, 
it was so common an occurrence, and only a few 
firemen hastened to the spot They found that a 
kirge tannery bad taken fire. The fire had spread 
to some extent, and there was great difiSiculty in 
procuring water. Sparks, and now and then a 
flame, began to shoot up into the smoke, already 
thick and much increased. The locality is unfor- 
tunate, for all the buildings round are of wood ; 
the population, too, is very dense, chiefly of the 
simple and unenergetic French Canadians. 

The sparks are borne away on the wind — but 
for this wind all would yet be well — and rest on 
the dry, shingle roofs ; however, numbers of people 
are at hand, perched on the tops of the houses, to 
protect them. For about an hour the progress is 
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but small ; a stout Englishman is seated on the 
building next to the tannery, and, though the wind 
blows the stifling smoke and the sparks into his 
&ce, he boldly keeps to his work, to save his fitde 
property. He spreads wet blankets upon the 
shingles, changing them in a minute or two when 
dry and scorched ; and, wherever the fire rests for 
a space, he is ready with a vessel of water. 

But while this struggle is going on, a shout 
fi-om the oppoate side of the street proclaims that 
the fire has reached across, and the thickening 
smoke fi*om above, shews that the houses on the 
cliff have also caught. At the same time, the 
blazing ruins of the tannery fall in with a heavy 
crash ; smoke and flame burst out through the 
windows of the next house, and soon after, through 
the roof itself. The poor fellow who had kept it 
down so long, still struggles hard against it, and it 
is not till the ladder which he had ascended takes 
fire that, maimed and blackened, he comes down, 
and stands staring in despair at the progress of his 
ruin. 

But this is no time to dwell on individual 
misery, for the flames increase rapidly, the wind 
still driving them fiercely on : sometimes they 
spread along the shingle roofs, at others work their 
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way through the under stories of half a dozen 
houses unperceived, till, suddenly meeting with 
some more combustible matter, they burst out 
above and at the windows. As the flames gain 
ground, they suck the wind down the narrow 
streets in whirling eddies. Every here and there 
the burning frame-work of a house tumbles in, 
and a shower of fiery morsels rises in the air, then 
sweeps along with the intolerable dust and smoke, 
spreading the destruction still further. 

A large district is now in a blaze ; fire engines 
are useless ; there is no water ; and, besides, the 
case is past their aid. A number of soldiers with 
ropes and axes come doubling down the hill : they 
set stoutly to their work, and hack and tear down 
the houses nearest to the flames, thus making a 
gap in hope of stopping the communication. But 
the fire is lifted up by the wind, and leaps on into 
other streets, and fastens fiercely on its prey. Far 
away to leeward, the red plague bursts up through 
the wooden roofs, and the planked roads; over- 
head, under foot, on every side, it seems to dose 
round the soldiers. They fall back fix)m place to 
jdace, black with smoke and dust, but still strug- 
gling almost against hope. 

The inhabitants become frantic with terror; 
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some rush into the flames on one side, in flying 
from them on the othar ; many madly carry about 
articles of furniture already on fire, spreading the 
mischief in places before untoudied ; others sit 
down in the hdplessness of despair, and weep like 
children. The sick and infirm are carried off* from 
the far distant parts o( the town ; carts and cal^dies 
filled with fugitives, and the few precimis tilings 
they had been able to snatch away, dash along the 
streets in all directions, forcing their way through 
the o^owds. Sometimes, in the dense smoke 
and dust they drive against one another, break, 
upset; and the wretched people they convey 
have to leave all behind them, and hasten away. 
Even strong men, who lingered too long, trying to 
save their little household goods, are suffocated by 
the smoke, And overtaken by the flames. 

The government fuel yard is a large space sur- 
roimded with wooden palings, where the suburb of 
St. Roch narrows between the river St. Charles 
and the walls of the upper town ; it is enclosed in 
three parts of a square of buildings, a long street 
running under the walls at the farther side from 
the river, and parallel to it. At this place the 
troops make a great effort to stop the conflagration; 
they hew down the wooden palings, destroy several 
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liouses at the end of the row under the walls, and 
the fire-engines pump away gallantly. This is 
-about three o'dock in the afternoon. 

Suddenly a hurricane arises ; .the bla;dng shingles 
are lifted into the air ; planks and rafters, edged 
with fire, whirl over the ground, and the flames 
race along the street with terrible rajndity. All 
run for their lives : the fire-ei^ines are with diffi- 
culty dragged away ; indeed, some are abandoned 
in the flight. Almost the only outlet now from 
the suburb is the gate through the walls into the 
upper town. As the crowd crushes through, the 
flames close over every thing behind them. 

In the mean time the Artillery Barrack has taken 
fire in several parts of the shingle roofs and wooden 
palings, fi-om the showers of sparks and the intense 
heat. Although separated by a long glacis and 
high bastions fi-om the burning district, the grass 
on the ramparts bums up like straw. There is 
plenty of assistance : the roofs are drenched with 
water, but still the fire gains ground. A heavy 
shower of rain comes seasonably to aid ; and the 
barracks are saved, and with them the upper town. 

The fire, however, rages more furiously than 
ever, outside the walls ; spreading thence to the 
water, along the whole northern face, below the 
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batteries and the magazine. This rumour runs 
through the crowd in a moment, and fills th^ii 
with dismay. There are two hundred tons of powder 
in that magazine— should the fire reach it, not one 
stone upon another, not a living soul, will remain 
as a record of Quebec. The fire is dose under the 
walls below the magazine — the smoke and flames 
rise above them, and whirl round and round with 
the eddying wind. The bright tin roof flashes 
back the livid light on the soldiers who are toiling 
about it, piling up wet day at the doors and win^ 
dows, tearing down the wooden houses near, 
pulling up the platforms of the batteries and the 
planks of the coping, and throwing them over the 
walls into the fire below. The crisis passes, the 
magazine is safe. 

Now, for nearly a mile in length, and fit)m the 
battlements to the river, is one mass of flame ; the 
heat and suffocating smell are almost intolerable ; 
the dense black smoke covers everything to leeward, 
pressing down the clouds upon the hills many 
miles away, and drenching them with unexpected 
rain. Vessds cut their cables, and drift, half on 
fire, down the river ; the streams and wells in the 
suburbs are baked up dry ; churches, hosfntals, 
ship-yards, each but a red wave in the fiery sea. 
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Hiough it is past eight o'clock in the evening, 
there is more light than at noon day ; but it is a 
grim illumination, showing the broad St. Lawrence 
like a stresun of blood, and covering the dark and 
lowering douds above with an angry glow. 

The lower town has taken fire! Here are the 
banks, the storehouses, the merchants' offices — aH 
the most valuable prop«ty in the city. One more 
effort is made to save it. The flames have now 
reached the narrow neck between the ramparts 
and the water, and here there is a hope of stopping 
thdr progress. The general of the troops is on 
the spot ; he orders a house to be blown up. 
Powder has been kept ready at hand, and a charge 
is tried ; the building, when it is placed, is torn to 
pieces by the explosion, but still the flames stalk 
on. Directions are given to try again, with a 
heavier charge. Now four stout artillerymen carry 
a large barrel of gunpowder down to the place ; it 
is covered with wet blankets, and the top secured 
with day, for the sparks fall thickly round ; then 
the bugles sound the retreat ; the staring crowds 
and busy soldiers fall back from the neighbouring 
streets. None are near the spot but the gunners 
and their officers ; they place the charge in a niche 
on the lower story of a strong stone house, about 
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the centre of the narrow neck of land ; the fire 
haB already reached the building, and through the 
upper windows, smashing the glass, breaks out 
dear and strong. The sergeant lights a short 
fuze in the barrel of gunpowder. The door of 
the house is burning, but they escape through the 
vmwJow, and run over the blazing beams and tom- 
up streets, for shelter. For a few seconds all eyes 
are strained upon this spot, and the noises of the 
crowd sink to silence. Then the earth shudders, 
and, with a dull booming sound, up, up into the 
black sky shoots a spout of fire, and fix>m above 
descends a shower of fiery beams, huge stones, and 
firagments of the torn roof: — ^a mom«it more, md 
all sii^ into a dark gap of smoking ruins. The 
plague was stayed ; the greater fire ate up the 
less; for a few minutes the very wind seemed 
conquered by the shock. 

But in St. Roch's the fire raged stiH as long as 
it found food to devour, and a slight change of 
wind during the night threatened the suburb of 
St. Vallifere, which had hitherto escaped with but 
little damage. The flames had not quite burned 
out till noon the following day. In the govern- 
ment fuel yard there was an immense heap of 
coal, which burned for several weeks, and aflforded 
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warmth to some of the shivering tinfortunates who 
had ndither home dot roof. 

The next was a dismal day in Quebec ; crowds 
of people wandering about for shelter, some with 
bundles on their backs, containing the little they 
had saved ; others, lying under* the walls on beds, 
ynth half burnt blankets wetted with the heavy 
rains, their few household goods strewed round 
Ak&Dd ; others, inquiring eagerly for some lost 
mother, wife, or child, whom they are to see no 
more. Others, severely burned or injured by 
falling beams, seeking for aid and advice; and 
waggons heavily laden, drawn by weary horses, 
driven hither and thither to find some place of 
rest. 

I met one wretched old man, his hand badly 
burnt and hastily boimd up^ returning despairingly 
and exhausted into the town. His cow — all he 
possessed in the world — had strayed away in the 
confusion of the night before. After having sought 
her in vain all day long through the country round, 
he sat down on the ruins of his little shed and 
wept bitterly. He was an Irish emigrant, lately 
arrived, and had neither wife nor child : they had 
died at home long since, and here he had no 
friend ; the lone old man was too weak to work. 



dbyGoogk 



188 rocheulga; or, 

and had kid out the small sum remmning after 
his voyage in buying the animal now lost, which 
had since been his support. 

But the wealthy and uninjured were not i(fle; 
a public meeting was called, and six thousand 
pounds subscribed on the spot; large stores and 
public buildings were thrown open for the house- 
less; a quantity of clothing and blankets were 
given them ; food was supplied by the com- 
missariat ; the medical men> with active bene- 
volence, tended the wounded ; the civil and military 
officers and the poor soldiers gave all they could, in 
proportion to their means ; private charity was 
unbounded, whole femilies of wanderers were 
received into the houses of the rich, while the poor 
shared their shelter, as far as it went, with their now 
still poorer fellow-citizens. The insurance offices 
met their engagements, though reduced to the 
verge of ruin. From the country roimd, and distant 
parts of Canada, assistance came freely in: one 
little rural parish sent a few shillings — all the 
money they had — and cart-loads of firewood, com, 
and home-made doth, their only wealth. 

It was a woeful thing to see the wretched suf- 
ferer straying through the smoking ruins, to find 
the black spot where his happy home had sheltered 
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him a few hours before ; hoping that th^^, perhaps^ 
he might again meet with some loved one, separated 
from him in the confusion of that dreadful day. 
With horror he sees among the still smouldering 
ashes a blackened trunk, with scarcely enough' of 
shape left to shew that it once bore God's image. 

The air was hot and stifling ; a thick cloud of 
smoke hung like a shroud over the ruins ; from 
among them rose a heavy, chamel smell; impossible 
to describe. Many half-consumed human bodies 
still lay about, and the carcasses of great numbers 
of hor^s and cattle. 

A deep depression fell upon the people of 
Quebec: siiperstitious fears took possession of 
them ; they fancied they saw sights and prodigies, 
and that this calamity was a judgment for some 
great imknown crime. The Roman Catholic 
priesthood did not try to abate these terrors. 
Vague prophetic rumours, whose origin none could 
trace, went about, that the remainder of the city 
would soon be destroyed ; and, at length, the same 
day of the following month was said to be the 
day of doom. The dismal aspect of the place, 
the universal despondency, and the extent of the 
loss and suffering, affected many even of the 
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On the 28th of June a great part of the popu<- 
lation remained during the day in trembling expec- 
tation of the fulfilment of these predictions. The 
day was warm and still, the night came on dose 
and sombre. Nine o'clock passes without an alarm, 
ten also ; people begin to take courage, but a s%ht 
breeze springs up, and the dust creeps aloi^ the 
silent streets. It is eleven. — ^There is no sound 
but that of the wind, which now whistles past the 
corners of the houses and among, the chimneys, 
blowing from the north-east — the opposite direction 
to that whence it came on the 28th of May. Half- 
past eleven. — ^The greater part of the inhabitants 
are sleeping in peace, even the most timid think 
the danger is now past. It is close on midnight ; 
some of them go to their windows to take a last 
look before retiring to rest. 

On the north-west part of the Upp«: Town 
stands the church of St. Patrick ; the spire is very 
high, covered with bright tin ; on the top is a lai^e 
ball, surmounted by a cross, both of glittering metaL 
The night is very dark, and these are invisible in 
the gloom. 

A few minutes before midnight, a slight red 
flickering light is seen, high in the air ; for a second 
or two it plays about in uncertain forms, then 
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dunes out distinctly through the darkness, a fiery 
cross up against the black sky. The ball, the 
spire are soon seen: whence is that lurid light 
reflected? A small flame creeps up the side of a 
wooden house outside the walls, in the suburb of 
St John, just where the last fire ended. — The city 
is on fire! 

As the dock strikes twelve, firom every tower 
and steeple in Quebec the bells ring out their pant- 
ing peal of alarm. With the suddenness of an 
explosion, the bright, broad flame bursts out simul- 
taneously through three or four roo&, and the 
wind, now risen to a storm, bears it away on its 
mission of destruction. In a few minutes the 
streets are crowded, thousands rush out of the city 
gates, to stare at the devastation which no huomn 
power can avert. Fire ! — Fire ! — Rre ! shouted by 
crowds wild with terror — ^the quick, jerking church 
bdls, the rattling of the engines over the streets — 
soon waken to this night of desolation the people 
rf Quebec. 

The gallant soldiers are again at work, vigorously, 
but in vain. The now furious gale sweeps over 
evCTything to leeward, with its fiery breath, bearing 
with it the black pail of smoke, followed by a 
stream of flame. The terrified inhabitants make 
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no attempt to stop the destruction : they seize 
their sick and feeble, and the few things of vake 
they can carry, and hasten up to the glacis of the 
citadel, and the suburbs of St. Louis. But in ibe 
meantime the houses are so dose and the streets 
so narrow, that the fire spreads up the hill, even 
across the wind ; here at least it may be stopped. 

The artillerymen are ready with their powder 
barrels ; one is placed in a large wooden house at 
the comer of a street, that, by blowing it up, a 
gap may be made, to cut off the communication. 
The retreat is sounded, and the people cleared 
away as well as the confusion will admit ; the 
flames rapidly approach the building ; some straw 
on the floor has taken fire. The gunners steacffly 
trample it out round the powder barrel. Then a 
strange delay arises — ^they can get no fire to light 
the fuzee ! For half a mile square, the blaze spreads 
before them, and they can get no fire ! They can- 
not approach the flame and live ; the wind whiris 
the smoke and sparks densely on its skirts, and the 
heat is insufferable. One gunner throws his great 
coat over his head and rushes through the smoke, 
thrusting the portfire which he bears in his hand 
at the fire to light it ; but he fails, and stagg^ 
back half suffocated, his coat and hair singed and 



dbyGoogk 



ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD. 193 

seorched. .In the mean time the house is in a 
bkze ; the oflSicer and his men stand still by their 
dangerous charge, waiting with steady discipline till 
&ek duty is done. At length an ec^dy of wind 
carries some burning shingles to their feet, the 
seigeant seizes one, the fuze is lighted, and now 
they run for their lives up the deserted street. 
Through the roar of the wind and flames comes 
the crash of the bursting walls, and the roof is 
blown to pieces in the air. 

At this point the fire is conquered, but further 
down it sjH^ads widely. More powder is brought, 
more houses blown up, some uselessly, for at the 
same time falling sparks have fired buildings far 
behind them. At length, by twelve successive 
explosions, a line of gaps is made at some distance 
from the fire : by this the commimication with the 
suburb of St. Louis is cut off. In firing one of the 
charges, a man who had been repeatedly warned to 
stand dear, was killed firom neglecting the caution. 
Every now and then through the night, the loud 
roar of these explosions rose above all the clamour. 
At eight o'clock in the morning the fire was got 
under, but not till it had exhausted itself to leeward 
by having consumed everything that it encountered. 

The sunrise that day had a strange and dismal 
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effect ; the light over the^distant hills appeared pale 
and livid, scarcely seen indeed in the blaze from the 
ruins of Quebec. 

Soon after day-break, a heavy rain began to fall, 
drenching the groups of unfortunates who were 
lying on the glacis and in the fields near the town, 
shelterless and exhausted. Many of these had been 
burned out the month before, and had since been 
living in the sheds and outhouses of the suburb of 
St. John, till the fire of last night deprived them 
of even that resource. A few had still on the gay 
dresses they had worn in some social drde when 
the alarm began, now wet and torn, — tender women 
who perhaps had never known what hardship was 
before ; men accustomed to ease and comfort : the 
sun which set on their prosperity rose upon their 
ruin. 

Then was the open hand of charity held out : 
every remaining house became an hospital ; clothes, 
food, and shelter seemed almost common property. 
Once again, those who had least suffered came 
forward with a generosity only limited by the 
power to give. Provisions and clothes were again 
distributed by the authorities ; two hundred tents 
were pitched; one of the barracks and several 
other public buildings were thrown open. Some 
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of the insurance companies proved still able to 
meet their liabilities, others paid all they had and 
broke. The city of Montreal, with ready liberality, 
subscribed thirteen thousand pounds ; other places 
in the British provinces also gave their aid. But 
the great hope of the sufferers was in that land 
where the tale of distress is never told in vain, and 
they were not disappointed — ^England did not forget 
her afflicted children in the New World ; with 
splendid liberality she answered their appeal. By 
the desire of the Queen a collection was made in 
every parish church throughout the land. Private 
subscriptions were raised in various places; the 
imperial parliament voted a sum for the same 
object; large quantities of blankets and clothing 
were immediately sent out — altogether, in money 
upwards of one hundred thousand poimds, and at 
least thirty thousand pounds' worth of goods. 

There were naturally very strong suspicions that 
this second fire had been the work of an incendiary. 
As it occurred in the night on which it was foretold, 
and commenced in one of the very last houses that 
escaped the first time, to windward of the exten- 
sive and inflammable suburb of St John, there 
was every appearance of design. Inquiry was 
diligently made, and all suspicious strangers were 
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examined, but at length it transpired that it had 
originated in the carelessness of a stupid maid 
servant, who cast some ashes on a pit where a 
little straw and shavings of wood had been lately 
thrown; fire enough remained in the ashes to 
ignite these. As they were under the wall of a 
wooden house, the flames had taken such hold 
before the alarm was given, that it was impossible 
to get them under : the stupid cause of the calamity 
was fast asleep, and the last person in the house to 
know the danger. 

A committee was formed immediately of the 
most influential people of the city, representing the 
different religious persuasions of the sufferers. 
Through the clergy, relief in money, food, and 
clothes was distributed ; and, with a view to the 
proper disposal of the remainder of the great sums 
raised by subscription, by the Church of England, 
and elsewhere, the gentlemen of this committee 
with imtiring zeal sought out and obtained the 
fullest information as to the extent and proportions 
of the losses. It was found that in these fires 
sixteen thousand people were burned out, nearly all 
of the poorer classes ; five himdred and sixty 
thousand pounds worth of property was destroyed ; 
and twenty .seven charred and mutilated corpses 
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were found among the ruins: it is supposed, 
however, that many more lives were lost, , for of 
strangers, or where a whole family was burnt, there 
was no record ; and in many places the strength of 
the flames would have destroyed all trace of the 
human form. 

Quebec soon took courage again : before the end 
of the summer a considerable number of houses 
were rebuilt, much better than those destroyed, and 
the streets were widened and improved ; hundreds 
of temporary wooden sheds have also been erected, 
but by law they must be removed in eighteen 
months. There is no doubt that the great cala- 
mity, with its large amount of present suffering, 
will be an ultimate advantage to this beautiful city. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

MO>PrREAL. 

Farewell Quebec. The midsummer sun pours 
down its flood of golden light upon these scenes of 
beauty. As it falls on earth and water, a soft 
spray of luminous mist rises over the wide lands- 
cape. Above, the dear pure air dances and quivers 
in the glorious warmth ; the graceful lines of distant 
hills seem to undulate with a gently tremulous 
motion. The broad river is charmed to rest, not 
even a dimple on its placid siuface ; no breath of 
air stirs through the dark forests, the silken leaves 
hang motionless. 

The grateful fields, fireed from their wmtry 
chains, are dothed with rich crops, already blushing 
into ripeness. Man fills the calm air with sounds 
of prosperous activity; axes and hammers echo 
from the dockyards, ropes CTeak in the blocks as 
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bales of merchandize are lifted to the crowded 
wharves. The buzz of many voices rises from the 
busy markets;' wheels rattle, and hurrying hoofs 
ring on the pavement ; the town is a great hive of 
thriving industry ; the hundreds of ships alongside, 
the bees which bear the honey of many a distant 
land to fill its stores. 

This is the day — this is the year to see Quebec ; 
a day of unsurpassed beauty — a year of matchless 
prosperity. May the day of beauty have no even- 
ing, the year of prosperity never a winter ! This 
midsummer's noon is not warmer than the hearts of 
her people — not more genial than their kindness. 
Farewell Quebec. The lone stranger, who came 
scarcely a year ago, leaves many a valued friend 
behind, carries with him many a grateful memory. 
And, when again by his English fireside, his 
thoughts will often wander back to happy hours 
passed among the snows of distant Canada. 

I have arranged to go by the Montreal steamer 
at five o'clock in the afternoon. The day soon 
passes away in parting visits; they seem very 
hurried. There is not half time to hear or say 
all the kind things, or to dwell long enough on the 
hearty pressure of the hand, when you know that 
in the probability of the future, those voices will 
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never sound in your ear again, and that you are to 
feel the friendly grasp no more. It was very good 
of those people to come down to see me start, but 
I had been much better pleased had they staid 
away. The bell rings, they hasten off the deck on 
to the wharf; again a hurried " good bye ;" the 
paddle wheels make a few strokes backwards to 
gain an opening, then turn ahead, bite deep into 
the water, and we glide rapidly on. As we pass 
the wharf, those friends wave their hands, I- do so 
too ; we are quite close, but somehow my eyes are 
a little dim, I can scarcely distinguish them as they 
run along the end of the quay, keeping pace with 
us up to the very edge. Our hands wave once 
again for the last time — I cannot see a bit now. 
When my sight cleared we were out in the middle 
of the broad stream, the people on the shore but 
tiny specks in the distance. 

In describing one American river steam-boat you 
describe all. The greater part of the engines is 
above the level of the water ; two large arms labour 
up and down over each side of the upper deck, 
while a funnel from near each paddle-box puffs out 
the smoke. They are not fitted with masts for 
inland navigation, the sleeping and eating saloon is 
in the body of the boat; the ladies' cabin, the 
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state-room, with the bar, ticket office, &c., are in a 
SOTt of uppCT story erected on the deck, their 
roof being the promenade. These vessels are 
beautifully built, and go through the water with 
great rapidity ; fifteen and sixteen miles an hour is 
not uncommon; they are also comfortable and 
very well managed, those between Quebec and 
Montreal are not surpassed by any in America. 

We pass Wolfe's Cove, rich in undying memo- 
ries ; beyond it, green slopes, gentle woodlands and 
neat country-houses, each recalling to recollection 
some pleasant ride or drive, or social evening ; on 
the left; the Chaudi^re river, dwindled into a tiny 
stream under the summer's sun, its rustic bridge, 
and rocky pine-fringed banks ; on the right Cape 
Rouge, the end of the bold table-land on which 
stands the great citadel of the west. Beyond it, 
stretches out for many miles a rich, flat tract, varied 
by field and forest ; and ever and anon the church 
and village, and in the far distance the bold range 
of hills which shelter these fair valleys fi-om the ice- 
blast of the north. 

For one hundred miles up the great river, the 
scene is the same, monotonous if you will, but 
monotonous in beauty ; the shores all along thickly 
dotted with the white cottages of the simple habU 
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tans. A short distance above Cs^ Rouge, we 
met a large raft of white pine, one of liie strange 
sights of the St. Lawrence. It was about three 
acres of timber, bound together by damps of wood 
into a solid stage ; on this were erected five or six 
wooden houses, the dwellings of the raftsmen. He 
wind was in their fevour, and they had raised in 
front a great number of broad, thin boards, with 
the flat sides turned to the breeze, so as to form 
an immense sail. These floating islands are guided 
by long oars ; they drop down with the stream till 
they meet the tide, then anchor when it turns, till 
the ebb again comes to their aid. They have tra- 
velled from many himdred miles in the interior; 
by the banks of the far distant branches of the 
Ottawa those pines were felled ; in the depth of 
winter the remote forests ring with the woodman's 
axe ; the trees are lopped of their branches, squared, 
and dragged by horses over the deep snow to the 
rivers, where, upon the ice, the rafts are formed. 
When the thaw in the spring opens up the moun- 
tain streams, the stout lumberers collect the remains 
of their winter stodc, with their well-worn imple- 
ments, and on these rafts boldly trust themselves to 
the swollen waters. They often encounter mudi 
danger and hardship; not unfrequently the huge 
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mass goes aground, and the fast sinking stream 
leaves the firuit of their winter's labours stranded 
and useless on the shingly beach. 

As the evening dropped upon us, the clouds 
thickened into a dose arch of ominous darkness, 
while a narrow rim of light all round tiie horizon, 
threw all above and below into a deeper gloom. 
Soon, a twinkle of distant lightning and a faint 
rolling sound ushered in the storm ; then the black 
mass above split into a thousand fragments, each 
with a fiery edge ; the next moment the dazzled 
sight was lost in darkness, and the awful thunder 
crashed upon the ear, reverberating again and again. 
Then jagged lines of flame dived through the dense 
clouds, lighting them for a moment with terrible 
brilliance, and leaving them gloomier than before. 
We saw the forked lightning strike a large wooden 
building on the bank somewhat a-headof us, stored 
with hay and straw: immediately afterwards a 
broad sheet of flame sprung up through the roof, 
and, before we had passed, only a heap of biuiiing 
embers was left. In a short time the tortured 
douds melted into floods of rain. 

We pass St. Trois, St. Anne's, Three Rivers, 
Port St. Fi:ancis, and enter Lake St. Peter. These 
towns improve but little : their population is nearly 
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all of the French race; the houses are poor, the neigh- 
bouring farms but rudely tilled. The Canadian 
does not labour to advance himself, but to support 
life ; where he is bom there he loves to live, and 
hopes to lay his bones. His children divide the 
land, and each must have part bordering the road 
or river, so you see many farms half-a-mile in 
length but only a few yards wide. Here in autumn 
they reap their scanty crops, in winter dance and 
make merry round their stoves. With the same 
sort of dress that the first settlers wore, they crowd, 
each Sunday and saint's day, to the parish church. 
Few can read or write, or know anything of the 
world beyond La belle Canada; each generation 
is as simple and backward as the preceding. 

But, with their gentle courteous manners, their 
few wants, their blind, trusting, superstitious fidth, 
their lovely country, their sweet old songs, sung by 
their fathers centuries ago, on the banks of the 
sunny Loire, — I doubt if the earth contains a 
happier people than the innocent haUtans of 
Canada. 

Lake St. Peter is but an expansion of the river ; 
the waters are shallow and the shores flat and 
monotonous; after twenty-five miles it contracts 
again and flows between several wooded islands. 
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We leave Sorel at the mouth of the Richelieu 
river, to the left : this town is made, by English 
hands, more prosperous than its neighbours. On 
the same side, thirty miles higher up, is Varennes, 
a place of much beauty: a hundred years ago 
people crowded to its mineral springs ; now it is 
but a lonely spot. A fine old church, with two 
lo% spires, staaids in the centre of the village; in 
the back-ground, far away to the south-east, is the 
holy mountain of Ronville ; on the summit the Pil- 
grim's Cross is seen for many a mile. 

Above Montreal, the Ottawa joins the St. Law- 
rence; both streams seem bewildered among the 
numerous and beautiful islands, and, hurrying past 
in strong rapids, only find full rest in the broad, 
deep river, fifteen miles below. 
. At eight o'clock in the morning we were beside 
the wharf at Montreal: it is of great extent — 
reaching nearly a mile up the river, and very soUd, 
built of handsome cut stone. It is broad and 
convenient for purposes of commerce ; vessels of 
five hundred tons can discharge their cargoes there. 
Immediately above the town, the rapids of Lachine 
forbid further navigation^ The city extends along 
the river nearly two miles, the depth being about one 
half the length. The public buildings are calculated 
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for what the pkce is to be, — at present being 
perhaps too large and numerous in proportion, 
though fifty thousand inhabitants dwell around 
them. The neighbouring quarries furnish abundant 
materials for the architect, and the new shops and 
streets are very showy. The French Cathedral is 
the largest building in the New World : its propor- 
tions are faulty, but it is nevertheless a grand mass 
of masonry ; ten thousand people can kneel at 
the same time in prayer within its walls. The 
town is well lighted and kept very dean, full of 
bustle, life, and activity, — handsome equipages, gay 
dresses and military uniforms. Many rows of 
good houses, of cut stone, are springing up in the 
suburbs, and there is a look of solidity about 
everything, pleasing to the English eye. Some of 
the best parts of the town are still deformed by a 
few old and mean buildings, but, as the leases 
fall in and improvements continue, they will soon 
disappear. 

Montreal is built on the south shore of an 
island thirty miles long, and about one third of 
that breadth. All this district is very fertile ; the 
revenues belong to the seminary of the St. Sulpi- 
cians, one of the orders of the Church of Rome, 
and are very ample. The Mont Royal alone varies 
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the level sur&ce of this island. The Parliament 
House, the seat of goyemment, the milits^ head 
quarters, and the public offices of Canada, are in 
tiiis city; the trade is very considerable; within 
the last few years it has rapidly increased, and is 
increasing still. The export of com to England 
op^is a mine of wealth, while in return its wharves 
are crowded with our manufactul'es and the luxu- 
ries of other countries. The people are fully 
employed, and live in plenty ; but there are occa- 
sionally disturbances among them, occasioned by 
the coUi^ons of the English, Irish, and French 
races. The elections are carried on with much 
excitement and bitterness of feeling, but usuaUy 
end in the success of the conservative principle. 
Society also is much divided ; there is but little of 
that generally social feeling which characterises 
Quebec. Their entertainments have more display, 
but are far less agreeable than those of the sister 
city, and among the different coteries of the 
inhabitants there is not apparently much cor- 
diality. 

Montreal would be considered a very handsome 
town in England, and in bustle and activity far 
surpasses any one of its size there ; the wharves, 
hotels, shops, baths, are also much finer; it pos- 
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sesses quite a metropolitan appearance, and no 
doubt it win, ere long, be the capital of a great 
country. Few to¥ms in the world have progressed 
so rapidly in size, beauty, convenience, and popula- 
tion, within the last few years, and at this pres^it 
time its commerce is in a most prosperous condi- 
tion. You see in it all the energy and enterprize 
of an American city, with the solidity of an Elng- 
lish one. The removal hither of the seat of 
government from Quebec suid Kingston, has, of 
course, given it a considerable impulse of prospe- 
rity at their expense ; but it is still more indebted 
to its excellent commercial posiiiion, and the energy 
of its inhabitants. 

Now, from the bustle, prosperity, and conten- 
tions of Montreal, let us bear back our thoughts 
for a moment over the bridge of history to the 
time — ^but yesterday in the world's chronology— 
when the kings of the ancient people welcomed the 
Pale-faces to the shores of hochelaga. That day 
was their Hastings. They w^e smitten with 
deadlier weapons than Norman bow or lance — 
the plague of the white man's crimes ; their inno- 
cence was barer than the Saxon soldier's breast, 
their wounds far deeper, more hopeless of a 
cure. They were not subjugated nor driven 
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out, but they withered up before the strangers. 
Beneath the grounds where they hunted, their 
bones lie ; their knd is their wide cemetery ; 
scarcely a mound, or stone, or a trace even of 
tradition, now points out the spot where any of 
their millions sleep. 

Gentle, feeble, simple, — they were yet too proud 
to mingle with a race whose superiority they felt ; 
they refused its civilization, but alas ! copied its 
vices ; in these, at least, they felt themselves its 
equal As the snow in spring, they melted away 
—stained, tamted, trampled down. 

My fancy is busy with the past. I have swept 
away those crowded wharves and lofty spires ; on 
their sites the rich corn-fields wave again; the 
shady forest spreads over the distant slopes, the 
birch bark roofs of the wigwams peep through the 
tall trees upon the mountain side, the light canoe 
skims over the broad river ; the wise Sachems of 
the tribes meet us on the shore with generous wel- 
come ; the graceful Indian maiden bends beneath 
her fragrant burthen of fruits and flowers, to be 
laid at our feet. 

A cabman seizes me by each arm, " Tetu's or 
Rasco's, Sir, take you up, luggage and all, for a 
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shilling.'^ In a moment my graoeliil Indian maiden 
was changed into an Irish porter, the burthen of 
fruits and flowers, to my well-worn portmanteau, 
which were presently laid at my feet in the bar 
room at Rasco's Hotel. 
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CHAPTER X. 

KINGSTON. — LAKE ONTARIO. 

On this occasion my visit to Montreal was a 
very short one, but I have several times been there 
both in winter and summer. There is but Kttle 
in the neighbouring country to tempt you to ex- 
plore ; the ride round the mountain, indeed, gives 
some views of much beauty ; particularly where you 
see the Ottawa pouring through its many channels 
into the northern branch of the St. Lawrence. 
Generally the country is flat, and has but little 
character ; there are several islands about ; that of 
St. Helen's is the most picturesque in the group, 
but imsightly barracks and rough field-works de- 
form its gentle slopes. 

A climisy stage-coach carried me to Lachine, 
nine miles fi*om Montreal: there it was put on 
board a steamer, borne through Lake St, Louis, 
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and released again at the cascades, to carry us on 
sixteen miles further to Coteau du Lac. In a short 
time the great works will be complete, to bear large 
steam-boats past all the rapids : the Lacbine, Beau- 
harnois, St. Lawrence, and Welland canals will be 
the connecting links of this immense chain of com- 
munication, from the gulph of St. Lawrence to the 
furthest of the great lakes— one broad highway. 
We pass over Lake St. Francis, and through the 
St. Lawrence canal ; opposite to its entrance is the 
Indian village of St. Regis, dose to which is the 
boundary line between Canada and the United 
States, where the forty-fifth parallel of latitude 
strikes the great river. 

The most remarkable of the rapids, whose inter- 
ruption the in4ustry of man is busied to avoid, is 
called the Cedars. The stream is here pent into 
several narrow channels among wooded islands, 
and tumbles fiercely along over its rocky bed. 
Steamers and other boats constantly venture down 
this perilous passage, but not unfrequently pay 
dearly for their temerity. At present they can 
only return up to the great lakes by the Ottawa 
river and the Rideau canal, from which they emerge 
at Kingston, on Lake Ontario; but the works 
are going on rapidly, and by them this great round 
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will be saved. In the year 1759, when General 
Amherst entered Canada, his advanced guard, of 
about three hundred men, was embarked above the 
Cedars; the 'intention was to float down and take 
up a position on the opposite side of the river. 
Perhaps it was that those dangerous channels were 
then but little known, or that the pilot played 
them false — none remained to accuse; the next 
day the lifeless bodies of the British soldiers, clothed 
in the well-known red, floating past the town of 
Montreal, gave the first notice of invasion. 

There were many Americans in the steamer ; at 
this time of the year great numbers, particularly 
from the sultry south, crowd all the conveyances in 
Canada and the northern States, in search of the 
health which their own climate denies them. 
Amongst them was a taciturn, sallow, austere- 
looking, middle-aged man, whose place at dinner, 
luncheon, and breakfast, happened to be next to 
me ; he stared at me a good deal, but spoke never 
a word. Except when at meals, he sat in a parti- 
cular part of the vessel, smoking without intermis- 
sion, protected from the Sim by the enormously 
broad brim of a white beaver hat. At Ogdensburgh, 
the first place on the American side where the 
steam-boat touches, we all went ashore for a few 
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seconds, to stretch our limbs; my silent friend 
heard me say that I had never before been in the 
States ; when he saw me fairly landed he for a 
moment removed the cigar from his mouth and 
spoke — "I reckon, stranger, you have it to say 
now that you have been in a free country." We 
afterwards discovered that he was a planter fix)m 
Alabama, and that, to the pleasures of his tour, he 
united the business of inquiring for runaway slaves. 
From Ogdensburgh, there is a daily American 
Une of steamers up through the St. Lawrence and 
Lake Ontario to Lewiston, near Niagara. The 
inhabitants on both sides of the fix)ntier are superior 
to any confined and illiberal feeling of nationality 
as to their preference for either this or the Canadian 
line ; in comfort, speed, safety, both are on a level 
— and a very good level too ; therefore as either side 
abates a few pence in the fare, the human tide flows 
certainly to it. In most of the American steamers, 
here and elsewhere, the fare includes the expenses 
of the table for the passengers; a bell or gong 
summons them to the different meals. The table 
is usually covered with an infinity of very smdl 
dishes, containing a great variety of curious animal 
and vegetable matter, in such proportions that 
a plate may bear the contents of two or three 
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dishes being emptied into it at once, with impunity. 
The principal characteristic of the cookery is 
grease. 

It is quite unnecessary for me to add anything 
to the very numerous and far from flattering 
descriptions which have been given of the modes 
of eating these viands, as practised by many of our 
travelling brethren of the United States: their 
habits are diflferent from ours; to us they are 
disagreeable; there is no use m dwelling on the 
subject. The people you meet in public convey- 
ances in America are of every dass ; perhaps your 
neighbour on either hand, whose extraordinary 
performances have excited your astonishment or 
disgust, may be a man who but two or three years 
before was a swineherd in Tipperary, or yesterday 
a woodsman in Kentucky ; and probably he has 
not foimd his new school of refinement sufficiently 
active in example and instruction to cure him 
immediately of his little eccentricities of manner. I 
must say that I have seen nearly as many dis- 
agreeable peculiarities at ordinaries on the continent 
of Europe, and indeed in Paris itself, as those of my 
American fellow-travellers. A Frenchman perhaps 
excels in the power of enjoying a dinner, and 
in appreciation of the merits of the cumne — ^a 
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German in the quantity he can consume — an 
En^hman in his manner of eating it — and an 
American, certainly, is unrivalled in the rdlroad 
rapidity with which he goes through the work. 
There seems a general determination in America 
to alter and improve upon EngUsh customs ; the 
right side of the road is always kept in driving, 
which can only be adopted for the sake of being 
different from the mother coimtry, as it is so much 
more difficult for the coachman to judge of the 
distance he can afford in passing. Perhaps it is 
on the same principle that they reverse, as much 
as possible, the uses of the knife and fork. 

Within a mile of the thriving town of Prescott 
is Wmdmill Point, on the Canadian side, the scene 
of the sharp combat which ended in the surrender of 
the imfortunate von Shultz : it is a bare, black place, 
not enlivened by its associations with piracy and 
scaffolds. On both banks of the river there are 
many towns and villages, most of them prosperous, 
all increasing. The general appearance of advance- 
ment and cultivation is superior on the American 
side ; within the last three years, however, the steady 
progress of the northern bank begins to bear com- 
parison better, with the rather hectic prosperity of 
the southern. Now we are among the mazes of 
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the " thousand islands, and pass so close to some of 
them that we can pull the leaves from the graceful 
bending boughs of the trees, as the merciless wheels 
of the steamer dash to atoms their beautiful re- 
flexions in the mirror of the calm blue water. 
Tlie eye does not weary to see, but the hand 
aches, in ever writing the one word — beauty; 
wherever you steer over this great river — beauty, 
beauty still. 

The impression is not pleasant on landing at 
Kingston : it is an uncomfortable-looking place, 
and the public buildings are out of proportion to 
the size of the town; some of the streets are 
drearily wide, and rank grass grows on their sides. 
The inhabitants are about twelve thousand ; thei^ 
numbers still increase, but since the removal of the 
seat of government from the place, it has a desertecl 
look ; it is however of some importance in trade,^ 
being the port of the Rideau canal, which, with the 
Ottawa, opens up so much of the back country, 
and is a means of communication with Montreal. 
In case of war, this line would be of great value, as, 
for along distance, only one bank of the St Lawrence 
is in our possession. The now useless govern- 
ment-house is about a mile from the town, on the 
3hore of the lake : the town haH and market are 
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very handsome, and the custom-house. Peniten- 
tiary, jail, court-house, and bank, are all large but 
rather unsightly buildings. Minord springs of 
great strength have lately been discovered, one a 
hundred and fifty feet from the surface ; a large 
bath-house is built beside them. Kingston pos- 
sesses thirty or forty steamers ; during the summer 
they buzz about with wonderful activity. Fort 
Henry, on a hiU to the eastern side of the entrance 
of the Rideau canal, is a strong place, but rather 
too far from the town for efficient defence; it 
throws, however, its protection effectually over a 
dockyard of some importance, which lies beneath 
it. A detachment of artillery and two regiments 
garrison the fort and town. 

The society of Kingston received a fatal blow in 
the removal of titie seat of government ; it also 
wants the mixture of French Canadian grace and 
liveliness which gives such a charm to that of the 
Lower Province, From tiie constant intercourse 
with the United States, the tone of manners of all 
classes savours not a little of these neighbours, and 
a slight nasal twang, and a '* guess'' or two are by 
no means uncommon. Many retired officers of the 
army and navy have settibed here tod live in great 
comfort. The necessaries of life are very cheap. 
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and the shooting and fishing in the neighbourhood 
offer many inducements. For those who love 
yachting, the great Ontario opens out like an ocean 
from their doors, with islands sufficiently numerous 
to supply a variety of excursions every day for 
years. 

I do not like these great lakes ; the waters are 
Uue, pure, and dear, but they look dead. There 
was a great calm when I was there, and there are no 
tides ; the stillness was oppressive ; the leaves of 
the trees in some parts of the beach dipped in the 
water below, motionless as the air above. The 
i^CNres on this side are low and flat; the eye 
wearied as it followed the long, even lines in the 
£ur perspective, mingling with those of the surface 
of the lake ; on the other side the broad expanse 
lay like polished lead, backed by the cloudless sky. 
During the last American war, in 1813, the whole 
of the English squadron of this lake was taken or 
destroyed by the Americans imder Commodore 
Chauncey. The balance of successes on the inland 
waters at that time was decidedly in their favour ; 
they had the great advantages of being near their 
resources, and having plenty of their best seamen 
disposable, from the Atlantic coast being sealed to 
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their commerce and adventure ; while the atten- 
tion of England was too much occupied with her 
enormous efforts and magnificent success in Europe 
to pay much attention to the comparatively unim^ 
portant struggle in the West. 

At the same time I freely and willingly give to 
the Americans, my himible tribute of praise for the 
skill and gallantry of their officers and sailors ; of 
these any country might be proud, as for many 
high-minded and chivalrous acts, worthy of a great 
and fi-ee people. In the noble and admirable 
quality of military virtue, they have in their short 
history proved themselves not inferior to any nation 
in the world. None should be more ready to 
acknowledge their merit than Englishmen, from 
whose race they have sprung, and who have so 
often found them to be by s^ and land "worthy 
of their steel." 

May it seem fit to the Great Ruler of all counsels, 
that our future rivalry may be only in works of 
peace, in the increase of the happiness of our 
people! Even now, while a degree of mutual 
irritation and distrust exists, I earnestly breathe a 
wish, express a hope, ay — announce a faith — that 
the bright day which philanthropists have dreamt of^ 
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poets seen in the visions of fancy, and the inspired 
page of prophecy foretold, is not far distant ; when 
the spread of enlightenment, civilization, and above 
all of Christianity^ among the nations of the 
earth, will do away for ever with the stern and 
terrible necessity of the sword ; when the dazzling 
light which fame now throws upon the names of 
those who direct victorious armies, may be looked 
upon but as a false meteor, their records known 
only as a memory of a by-gone and mistaken 
glory. 

This Lake Ontario is five hundred miles round ; 
the length measures three times the breadth, and 
its siuface is two hundred and thirty-one feet above 
the level of the Atlantic, Throughout the whole 
extent the largest ships may sail ; in many parts a 
line of a hundred fathoms has not reached the 
bottom ; owing to this great depth it never freezes, 
except where the water is shallow along the shores. 
A great, and every year increasing trade, is carried 
on over its surface in steam and sailing vessels 
worthy of the ocean. The English possess now a 
marked superiority in the number of their ship- 
ping; their steam-boats are twice as numerous as 
those of their southern neighboiu^, their shore is 
also more populous, more solidly thriving, and 
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better cultivated ; ten years ago the reverse was 
the case. 

Niimerous streams pour in their tribute, both 
'from the north and the south : these and the 
waters of the lake abound in fish of exceQent and 
varied flavour; the salmon and bass are the most 
highly prized, and are taken in great quantities. 
The fantastic mirage plays its freaks here, too : in 
the summer weather, when you are among the 
islands or near the shore, its illusions are as beau- 
tiful as they are strange. On the Canadian side, 
to the west of Kingstown, is a most singular arm 
of the lake, called the Bay of Quints ; for eighty 
miles it intrudes its zigzag course through the 
land, nearly returning again to the main waters. 
In many places it is but a mile broad, but 
everywhere deep and safe. On its shores the 
forests are rapidly giving way to thriving settle- 
ments, some of them in situations of very great 
beauty. 

By far the greater number of emigrants from 
the British islands settle in these lake districts, 
but the twenty or thirty thousand a year who 
arrive are at once absorbed, and make but little 
apparent difference in the extent occupied; the 
insatiable wilderness still cries for more. The rate 
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of wages for the labour is very high— -as is also 
the profit— of the fanner. The English markets 
are open to any quantity of his produce, the 
forges of Sheffield and the looms of Manchester 
supply payment, while twaity thousand of the 
best seamen in the world practise their calHng 
and earn their living in bearing these interchanged 
goods over the Atlantic, Alas! for the five 
months of the year in which nature has fixed 
her irrevocable decree against this happy inter- 
course ! Woe to those ships which venture to 
trust too long to the treacherous mildness of the 
autumn I In 1 845, all the vessels but one that were 
detained to the 28th of November — thirteen in 
number — went aground in one stormy night of 
bitter fi'ost, between Quebec and the gulph of 
St. Lawrence. They remained jammed in among 
the ice, most of them crushed into wrecks, while 
the crews of several perished in awful tortures, in 
a vain effort to escape. Some of the survivors 
lost their limbs, from being fi'ost bitten, others 
are cast on the lonely islands, and for many a day 
their fate must remain unknown. Let those 
hope for them who can : — ^high masses of ice float 
rapidly round their fi'ozen prison with each chang- 
ing tide, sometimes dashing agamst each other 
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with a roar like thunder. These grim sentinels 
guard their wretched prisoners fix)m all chance of 
human aid, till the warmth of summer, like 
a good angel, chases them away, and releases 
those iron men who may have survived the bitter 
trial. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

TORONTO—NIAGARA. 

About midday we entered the harbour of To- 
t'ODto: a natural mole of sand, some miles in 
extent, embraces its waters, and guards them from 
the turbulence of the great lake; this singular 
peninsula has some verdure, a few trees, and 
several houses, but is of a desolate and dreary 
character. The main land is quite different ; there, 
ridb fields, neat villas, shrubberies, and plantations, 
carry your thoughts at once to merry England. 
As you approach the town, this impression becomes 
stronger ; when landed, it is complete. The streets, 
the shops, the people, are English, their accent, and 
maimers, and, best of all, their hearts are English too. 
This place is the nucleus of all that is loyal and true 
in Upper Canada ; and, as the men of Londonderry 
look back with honest pride upon their fathers' 
gallant defence against a despot, so may those of 
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Toronto rejoice in their successful resistance to the 
still darker tyranny of an unbridled rabble. 

The city is admirably situated, and very prospe- 
rous; it was not incorporated till 1834, yet it now 
contains more than twenty thousand inhabitants, 
their number having doubled itself in ten years. 
No town on the American continent has advanced 
more rapidly, and, perhaps, none so solidly. The 
houses are well built and lasting, the public build- 
ings convenient, but not overgrown; commercial 
character and credit are high. Its prosperity is 
not the mushroom growth of staring, tottering, 
wooden cities, run up by designing swindlers of 
foreign gdd, but the result of honest industry and 
healthy progress. The back coimtry is very rich 
and valuable as an agricultural district, while the 
produce finds a ready sale for the English market. 
The enterprizing inhabitants are planning various 
railroads from the ixeighbouring towns, whose pros- 
perity keeps pace, and is identified with, their owp. 
They do not hold out mendacious promises or 
enormous and impossible interest to the capitalist 
— but the people of Canada do not repudiate. 

In 1793, Governor Simcoe caused this harbour 
to be surveyed, and founded the town, then called 
Little York : two Indian families were at that time 
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in qukt possession, and myriads of wild fowl crowded 
the waters of the bay. In 1813^ the Americans 
burned it; aftar the peace it was rebuilt, and the 
name with good taste changed to the old Indian 
word — Toronto— the place of meeting, or of counciL 
In distant times, the tribes from the shores of the 
lake assembled there to make peace or war. A 
fcnrt, of tolerable strength, but much out of repair, 
now protects the entrance of the harbour; there is 
but n small prq)ortion of military force, but there 
are plenty of loyal citizens to man it, — men who 
have already done their duty, and are ready to do it 
again, should occasion arise to call forth their 
services. 

The great improvements in Toronto have been 
within the last few years : the streets are well paved 
and lighted with gas, and extensive water-works 
supply every part of the town. Here is the college 
of Upper Canada, a well-situated building, posses- 
sing elusive grounds, and bearing a high cha- 
racter for its system of instruction and discipline : 
in very many respects it is similar to the English 
universities, particularly in being exclusively devoted 
to the benefit of those who are members of the 
Church of England. The rules of this institution, 
and the disbursements of its considerable state 
endowments, are a constant subject of political dis- 
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cussion. The aSoe of the Canada Land Company 
is also in this town. This body is still looked upon 
with great jealousy and dislike by a considerable 
party in the province, perhaps not altogether 
without reason. Many lands, no doubt, remain 
unoccupied in consequence of this monopoly : even 
as far away as the banks of the Jaquenay people 
labour under, and complain bitterly of its pressure, 
and that fertile district is stiU only tilled by a few 
chance squatters, who, without any title, have taken 
up their residence upon it. 

Toronto may boast of a tone of society above 
that of most provincial towns, either here or in 
Europe. Among the people of official rank, there 
are several who, by their acquirements, talent, and 
refinement, would be ornaments anywhere. In 
Canada, and in England, also, they are too well 
known to need any commendation ; their example 
and influence are proved most useful, by the enlight- 
enment and good manners of the residents. The 
standard of character, the domestic arrangements 
and habits of the people, are formed strictly on the 
tnodel of the mother country; they look to her 
with reverence and affection; well may she be 
proud of their loyalty, and encourage their 
love. 

There is an indescribable pleasure in findingi four 
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iliousand miles away from our own dear land, a 
place like this, the healthy and vigorous child, — with 
every feature of its parent marked upon its face, 
every family trait developed in its character. We 
greet it as the hope of "England in the New 
World." 

May the day of severance be far distant ! But, per- 
haps, in the long fiiture, when grown to sturdy and 
independent manhood, it may become expedient that 
there should be a separate household for the old 
and the young, and that with a hearty blessing and 
a friendly farewell they should part — ^let them then 
part — ^but in love. I am convinced that this fair 
Canada may grow great enough to be a balance of 
power on the American continent, undisturbed by 
rabble license, uncursed by the withering crime of 
slavery, undishonoured by repudiation, unstained 
by a parent's blood. 

Just now I was on the point of entering into a 
minute description of King Street and Parliament 
House, government offices and jail, baths and 
hotels, when it luckily flashed across my mind that, 
as I was not writing a guide-book, I had better let 
them alone. Having spared you that, pray excuse 
tne for mentioning that labourers get five shillings 
a day; and the good things of this life for about 
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half the prioes of the English markets. Many of 
the roads in the ndghbonrhood are made of 
{danks; the levds are very judiciously mans^ed, 
and the draught on them is but little heavier than 
on a railroad ; you are spared the noise and rattling 
of the somewhat clumsy vehicles. Numerous 
steam-boats enliven the wharves, flying in all direc- 
tions during the seasons of navigation. Like most 
of those in Canada and America, they are very 
good ; one of them, the '^ Chief Justice Robinson,^' 
is quite a model of neatness and comfort ; the deck 
is carpeted, furnished with sofas and arm-chairs, 
the sides hung round with paintings and orna- 
mented with well-occupied stands of gay flowers ; 
while she is as safe and speedy as the smokiest smd 
dirtiest of her sisterhood. 

In this steamer I crossed the lake, and went 
seven miles up the Niagara river, to Queenstown, 
thence to the falls, eight miles, by a railway of very 
primitive construction : it despises levels, is settled 
down into deep ruts, and imconfined by fences on 
either side. We were perched on a quamt old coach, 
our locomotives three meek hco'ses, and it certainly 
was not an express train. Our hteardl movements 
on the rough track, rivalled those forward in 
quantity, and much exceeded them in rapidity. 
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During the late war, this district was the scene of 
several very bloody and gallant actions between the 
English and Americans ; they seem to have been 
highly satisfactory to both parties, for each claims 
the victory. They have contended for the laurels 
during the last thirty years with the same pertina- 
city with which they disputed the battle-ground, 
and with the same doubtful result. One thing, 
however, is certain — that the Americans failed in 
making any serious permanent impression on any 
part of the country. Perhaps the mutual injury 
was about equal, their loss of Buffalo being balanced 
by that of Little York on the side of the English ; 
each had to mourn over the graves of many worthy 
and brave soldiers. Sir Isaac Brock was the most 
remarkable of these; he commanded the British 
force at the battle of Queenstown, where he feQ : 
the Canadian Parliament erected a pillar to his 
memory on the scene of his victory, which, as 
I have before mentioned, was blown up by one of 
the Sympathizers, at the time of their invasion of 
Canada. 

Queenstown is but a poor place : being on the 
firontier, it has frequently suffered in the struggles 
between the two countries; the inhabitants are 
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now about five hundred in number. At the 
entrance of the Niagara river, or, as it should be 
called, the continuation of the St. Lawrence, is Fort 
Niagara, now a place of considerable strength and 
importance. I there saw, for the first time, the flag 
of the Stars and Stripes, and the soldiers in their 
grey uniforms. On the English side, Fort Massas- 
saqua guards the river ; behind it is the town of 
Niagara, with its docks and foundry, four churches, 
and two thousand people. At the western end of 
Lake Ontario, is Burlington Bay, containing the 
towns of Dundas and Hamilton ; both of them are 
rapidly growing — the latter has five thousand 
inhabitants, and much commercial enterprise. The 
waters of the Niagara river are of a peculiarly 
beautiful colour, the blue is as dear and soft as 
that of a summer's sky. Up to Queenstown the 
banks are low, and the country around flat ; thence 
to the falls the flood lies between high, abrupt difis. 
On the Canada side, rich tracts of park-like scenery 
extend for many miles inland ; a great portion is 
deared,but there still remain manyof the magnificent 
old forest trees, which once shdtered the people of 
the departed race. The surface of the country rises 
in steppes of good table-land, from but little above 
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the level of the lake, to the undulating grounds 
which spread about the falls, nearly three hundred 
feet higher. 

We stopped several times on the way from our 
landing at Queenstown ; the noise of the falls was 
not perceptible till within two miles — while our 
clumsy rail-carriage was in motion, its rattle had a 
complete monopoly of our anxious ears. The 
night was very calm, but, as we were rather below 
on our approach, the noise seemed lost among the 
tall trees that surrounded the road. We arrived 
at the hotel, which was on the Canada side, but 
k^t by an American, according to American 
customs. Fortunately, it was dark; I was very 
glad not to have had the first view dimmed by 
twilight. A great many people were staying in 
the house, principally Americans; they walked 
about under the verandahs, and danced, tiU twelve 
at night. The musician was a very gaily-dressed 
negro, who did good service on his violin, the 
instructions to the dancers being added in a vocal 
accompaniment : he entered so completely into the 
spirit of his office, that he sometimes pirouetted 
about, to assist precept by example. This valuable 
man also fulfilled the functions of barber and head 
waiter to the hotel. 
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By painting and by description, Niagara had been 
fiimiliar to me for years, as no doubt it has been 
to every one else: so much has been said and 
written on the subject, that any attempt to throw 
new light upon it is hopeless. I, therefore, mean, 
with simple egotism, to give the impressions it 
made upon myself. 

The sight was precisely what I expected — ^the 
sensations it caused, totally different I did not 
start with an exdamation of awe, ndther did I 
only look upon it as ^* an everlasting fine * water* 
privilege.'" I thought it a magnificent cataract, far 
grander than anything I had before seen, and more 
beautifiil. I sat down on the turf near Table 
Rock, whence there is the best view, with some- 
thing approaching to disa^^intment on my mind, 
that, after all, it should be only a "magnificent 
cataract." But as I looked and listened, the eye 
and ear, as it were, matured into the power of fit 
perception ; then, admiration and astonishmen, and* 
at last almost confiision, came upon me ; sight and 
sound seemed to have joined their strength 
and merged into a vague impression — vague, but 
of mighty force. A passing stranger ad- 
dressed some question to me, which aroused 
me ; I found that, imconsdous of the lapse of 
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time, T had been for hours staring at the great 
wonder. 

I got up reluctantly, and proceeded to the 
nuisance of sight-seeing, but looked back every 
now and then as though fearing that I should lose 
the rest of the grand spectacle ; for I could not 
but fancy that it was some strange and transient 
phenomenon, or a display got up by some enormous 
eflFort for the moment. When night came, it 
seemed reckless waste to keep it going still, while 
its glorious beauty was hidden from mortal view. 

It was not till increasing distance freed me fix)m 
its influence, and when thought returned, that I 
knew it had been going on yesterday, last year, 
for a century, for tens of centuries — back to that 
deep abyss of the past, on which sceptic science 
— ^presumptuous though feeble — ^has dared to shed 
a dim and sinister light, of only sufficient strength 
to shew, that the depths must remain for ever — 
inscrutable as profound. 

Now, the neighbourhood of this great wonder is 
overrun with every species of abominable fungus — 
the growth of rank bad taste ; with equal luxuriance 
on the English and American sides, Chinei^ 
pagoda, menagerie, camera obscura, museum, 
watch-tower, wooden monument, sea gardens, 
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* old curiosity shops.' A boy handed me a slq) (rf* 
paper, on which were printed some stanzas <tf 
astounding magnificence, signed ^^Almira," much 
in the favourite style of the poet laureate to 
" Moses and Son." I cannot refrain from giving 
iA short quotation : 

" Would ye £Eun steal a glance o'er life's dark sea. 

And gaze though trembling on eternity ? 

Would ye look out, look down, where Qod hath set 

His mighty signet ? Come — come higher yet. 

To the Pagoda^s utmost hdght ascend. 

And see earth, air, and sky in one alembic blend !'^ 

" The Pagoda is now opea to visitors and perfectly secure. 
* * * Admittance 25 cents. ♦ * * 1st April, 1845.*^ 

One of the disagreeable necessities of the tourist 
is to go under the falls to Termination Rock. 
Arrayed in a well worn suit of oil-doth, with hard, 
dirty shoes, and no stockings, I was weak enough 
to submit to it. The left hand grasped firmly by 
a negro guide, I shuffled sideways along a narrow, 
shingly path cut out of the side of the diff, the 
main sheet of water falling far dear of me ; the 
dense doud of spray soon soaks into every pore, and 
obscures the sight, while the tremendous noise 
makes hearing equally impossible. Every now and 
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ihen, I trod upon an eel, and he would twist his 
limber, slimy body, over my bare instep, perhaps 
into the shoe, where there was ample room, and 
escape through some of its holes. I then des^ 
oended some rough, steep steps, went a little fur- 
ther and stood triumphant, but very cold, upon 
Termination Rock ; next I groped for a stone to 
carry back with me to the upper world, that it may 
descend to my admiring posterity — if I be ever so 
blessed — as a memorial of the wisdom and courage 
of their ancestor. 

There is not the least danger in this particularly 
nasty and disagreeable performance; ladies fre-^ 
quently go through it ; their dress for the purpose 
is of the same material, but rather more voliuni* 
nous than ours. With all due deference to the 
fair adventurers, I do not think it an exploit at all 
suited to their sex ; there is nothing whatever to 
Inward the trouble and nuisance of the visit, and 
little to boast of in having accomplished it. 

I then went up the bank of the river above the 
italls, to see the rapids ; they are very fine, but not 
so striking as the Cedars. Next I was rowed in a 
boat as near as possible to the foot of the falls, got 
rath^ wet, then crossed to the American side, 
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climbed the vfle Pagoda, went to Iris Island — ^in 
short, looked at Niagara from above, peered under, 
stared up, glanced sideways ; and, at Termination, I 
had actually examined the back of it This is all 
worse than useless, as well might you do the same 
with Raphael's '* Transfiguration ;" as there is but 
one perfect view for a painting, there is but one for 
Niagara. See it 6rom Table Rock, gaze thenoe 
upon it for hours — days if you like — and then go 
home. As for the Rapids, Cave of the Winds, 
Burning Springs, &c., &c., you might as well ent^ 
into an examination of the gilt figures on the pic- 
ture frame, as waste your time on them. 

About three miles below, is the Whirlpool, a 
large, deep sweep, hollowed out of the cliff in a 
bend of the river. Sometimes there is a horrible 
interest connected with this place; the bodies oi 
people who have been lost over the fells have 
floated round and round this dismal hole for days 
together; carried on the surface by the whirling 
eddies back to the main stream ; or sucked down, 
to emerge again in a few minutes and continue 
their ghastly journey. The rocks around are abrupt, 
the water unapproachable by boats ; so they must 
remain till decomposed, or by some chance sweD 
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of the waters they vary their course a Uttle, and 
get far enough into the main stream to be borne 
away by its force. 

About once in ten years, generally in January 
or the beginning of February, the ice takes all 
across at the foot of the falls, making a complete 
bri(^e from one shore to the other. A great 
frozen mass, of irregular shape, is formed on the 
edge next to the cataract, from masses of ice being 
forced under the surface and raising it up, and 
from the accumulation of frozen spray ; when this 
breaks up in the spring, the concussion of the 
several fragments, driven together by the force 
of the waters, rivals the noise of the Ms 
themselves. In a mild winter, the ice of Lake 
Erie sometimes breaks up, large pieces float over 
the fells, they are smashed to atoms, and rise to 
the sur&ce in immense quantities of a substance 
like wetted snow ; a severe night's frost binds this 
into a solid mass, and forms a large portion of the 
bridge. 

The rise and fall of the great body of the water 
are very slight at any season ; but, as you watch the 
{dunging stream, it seems to tumble down some- 
times in gushes, as if an additional influence came 
into play every now and then. About the centre 
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of the Horseshoe, or Canadian Fall, there is a dear 
unbroken spout of water twenty feet in depth, 
before its leap ; for seventy feet below, it continues 
deep, pure blue, thence to its gulf it is shrouded 
in a soft spray which waves like a plume in the 
wind, at times tinted with all the prismatic colours 
the sun can bestow : when the weather is. very 
calm, this beautiful mist rises to a great height intq 
the air, becoming finer by degrees, till no longer per-* 
ceptible. The falls on the American side of Iris 
island are a hundred and sixty-four feet high : the 
Canadian or Horseshoe, a hundred and fifty-eight, 
but the latter are about twice the breadth, and dis-i 
charge four times the body of water. 

A learned English professor, who has lately 
published a most valuable work on the Geology of 
America, states it to be his conviction, that the 
falls recede about one foot in the year ; that probably 
they remained stationary for many ages at the whirl- 
pool, when a fresh start of some fifteen thousand 
years at the present rate of travelling, brought them 
to where they now are. Within forty years, since 
they have been more closely observed, there has been 
a considerable change in their shape ; indeed sUght 
variations constantly occur. It is also the opinion of 
the author I have quoted that they h^ve Himii^^b^^ 
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considerably in height, probably a hundred feet, but 
that there is no reason to suppose them to have 
been formerly in one unbroken fall, as they now are. 

The first mention made of these fafls was by 
Father Hennepin, a French missionary, in 1675. 
I will give a part of his quaint and exaggerated 
description : " Betwixt the Lake Ontario and the 
Lake Erie, there is a vast and prodigious cadence 
of water, which falls down after a surprising and 
extraordinary manner, insomuch that the universe 
does not afford its parallel. This wonderful down- 
fall is about six hundred feet high, and composed 
of two great cross streams and two falls of water, 
with an island sloping across the middle of it. The 
waters which fall from this horrible precipice do 
foam and boil after the most hideous manner 
imaginable, making an outrageous noise more 
terrible than that of thunder ; for when the wind 
blows out of the south this dismal roaring may be 
heard more than fifteen leagues off ; the Niagara 
river at the foot of the falls is more than a quarter 
of a league broad." 

There is already a sad list of fearful accidents at 
this place, though such a short time firequented by 
civilised man ; the last few years have been fertile 
in them ; perhaps the most horrible of all was one 
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which happened in May, 1843. A Canadian of 
the village of Chippewa was engaged in drawing 
«and from Ae river three miles above the fafls ; 
seated on his eart, he badced tiie horses into the 
water, ignorant oif the dep<h ; it sank, but a box on 
which he sat, floated, and was soon driv^i by a 
high wind off from the land into the strong but 
smooth current ; he, beii^ unable to swim, dung 
to the box. A boat^was on the shore, but by the 
mismanagement of the bystanders it was let loose 
into the stream, and floated past the unhappy man, 
empty and usdiess. T^ete was no other for two 
miles lower down ; bey(Hid that, aid was impossiUe. 
The people on the beach, instead of hastening to 
get a boat ready in time, bdow, ran along the shore 
talking to him of help, which their stupidity 
rendered of no avail ; he knew that he was 
doomed — " I'm lost ! I'm lost T sounded fainter 
and fainter as the distance widaied. This dreadful 
protraction lasted nearly mi hour, the stream being 
very slow : at first, he scarcely appears to move, 
but the strength increases, the waters become more 
troubled, he sjrins about in the eddies, still clinging 
with the energy of despair to his sujq)ort. Ife 
passes dose by an island, so close that the box 
touches and stops for one moment, but the next. 
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it twists slowly round and i» sucked into the current 
s^ain. The last hope was that a boat might be 
ready on the shore at Chippewa; it was vam, there 
were none there but frail canoes all high up on the 
beach ; by the time one of th^n was launched the 
boldest boatman dared not embaik. 

For, but just above tl^ falls, they saw the 
devoted victim, whirled round and round in the 
foaming waves, with frantic gestures appealing for 
aid ; his frightAil steams pierced still through the 
dull roar of the torrent — '' Tm lost ! Fm bst !" 

He is now in the smooth flood of blue, unbroken 
water, twenty feet in ^pth, ihd eenjBre of the 
Canadian fall. Yet another moment, 1^ has loosed 
his lK>ld; his hands are da^ed as if in prayer; 
his voice is silent. Smoothly, but quid^ as an 
arrow's flight, he glides ovct and is seen no more, 
nor any trace of him from that time. 

On Iris island is found one of the very few 
burying groimds which are known to have belcmged 
to the departed race; a considerable number oi 
skeletons have been dug up there, all placed in a 
standmg or sitting posture. When this place, oi 
such difficult and perilous access, was diosen by the 
inmple Indians, it must have been from a strong 
wish that the precious ashes should remain undis- 
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turbed. None can now ever know how long 
they have slept the sleep which even the roar of 
Niagara cannot awaken. 

There was one splendid nux>nlight night during 
my stay. At eleven o'clock I went oS to Table 
Rocky took up the favourite position, looked and 
wondered. There were no boring guides or diat- 
tering visitors to mar the effect : the light was not 
sufficiently strong to reveal the fungi of the place ; 
I was opposite to the Great Fan, saw it and nothing 
else; unless occasionally, when my eyes followed 
the soft faint spray, ^Uhe everlasting incense of 
the waters,'* which rose up against the deep blue 
sky, undisturbed by the slightest breath of wind. 
Through its delicate gauze the bright stars twinkled 
with undimmed lustre, while the full moon shining 
down, tinted it with the tender shades of the lunar 
rainbow. 

But, unsoftened by this fair colouring, unsoothed 
by the gentle silence of the autumn night, the 
great torrent roared, plunged, and dashed over its 
leap, io stillest calm as in wildest tempest, the 
same ever. The fresh springs of life and feeling 
must be thoroughly dried up in the heart of the 
man who does not know a new sensation when he 
looks upon Niagara. 
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I found by looking at my watch that in appa- 
rently a very short time it had got very late ; the 
spray and the damp grass had wet me ; the night 
air chilled me, '^ foolish old man that I am :" so, 
coughing, and drawing my woollen comforter 
tighter round my throat, I turned towards the 
hotel, stopping many a time to look back. But 
little space for sleep was left me before the morning 
sun warmed into life the noise and bustle of the 
house. — My journey recommenced that day. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

GEOGRAPHY OP CANADA — RESOURCES — ^TRADE. 

Canada extends from Gasp^, iif the gulph of 
St. Lawrence in the east, to Sandwich, at the end 
of Lake Erie in the west, a distance, as the crow 
flies, of about eleven hundred miles. Throughout 
this whole length, the shores are washed, to the 
west by Lake Huron, to the south-east by Lakes 
Erie and Ontario, and the St. Lawrence as the 
boundary to the forty-fiflh paraflel of latitude; 
thence the great river flows through the centre of 
the province to the sea. From the Indian village 
of St. Regis, where this parallel meets the St. 
Lawrence, it is the boundary for three degrees 
eastward, to Hereford ; thence the division between 
Canada and the United States is an irregular line 
in a north easterly direction, partly regulated by the 
summits of a range of heights, and pardy merely 
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arbitrary, to about forty-seven and a half degrees 
north latitude, and within thirty miles of the St. 
Lawrence ; from this point it turns in a very curved 
form till it meets the boundary Kne of New Bruns-. 
wick, from which province Ca^ada is sepa^ted, at 
the eastern extremity, by the Bay of Chaleurs and 
the river Ristigouchi. 

To the north no boundaries have been traced 
between Canada and the Hudson's Bs^y territory, 
nor is any ever likely to be. 

Many magnificent rivers flow into the St. Law-, 
rence in its course : the principal are the Jaquenay 
and the Ottawa from the north, and the Richelieu 
firom the south. As yet but a small portion of this 
great country is even partially peopled ; the inha- 
bitants are merely crowded along the banks of the 
great river, its tributaries, and the lakes. East of 
Montreal lies the widest part of the occupied lands, 
but nowhere do they reach the breadth of more 
than a hundred miles. Extensive though may be 
this splendid province of Canada, it is yet very 
different indeed from what it originally was. In 
the fourteenth year of the reign of George the 
Third, the boundaries of the province of Quebec — 
as it was then called, were defined by an act of the 
Imperial Parliament. By that it included a great 
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extent of what is now New England, and the whole 
(rf* the country between the state of Pennsylvania, 
the River Ohio and the Mississippi, north to tl^ 
Hudson's Bay territory, where now a great portion 
of the rich and flourishing western states add their 
strength to the neighbouring republic. By gradual 
encroachments on one hand and concessions on the 
other, by the misconstruction of treaties and divi- 
sions of boundaries, have these vast and valuable 
tracts of country been separated from the British 
empire. 

Throughout all the extent of Canada, from east 
to west, nature and art have bestowed extraordinary 
facilities of navigation. The shores of the watws 
and a large portion of the interior are fertile, in 
some places to an uncommon degree. All the land 
was originally covered with a magnificent forest, 
but, acre by acre, a considerable extent of this has 
been cleared away, and replaced by towns, villages, 
and com-fidds. There are no very high mountains, 
but it can boast of the largest lakes in the world, 
and of Niagara. The country seems deficient in 
coal and not very plentifully supplied with mine- 
rals ; but in its agricultural capabilities it is not 
inferior to any part of the old or new Conti- 
nent. 
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From the north-eastern point, chilled by the 
winds of the Atlantic, to the south-western, five 
degrees lower and approaching the centre of the 
Continent, there is considerable variety of climate. 
However, in all parts the winters are very severe, 
and the heat of summer but little inferior to that 
of the tropics. Nearly everything that grows in 
England flourishes here alsd, and the coimtry 
possesses various productions which nature has 
denied to us. The climate has in a slight degree 
changed since the tolerably extended cultivation, but 
to this day Quebec must rank among the coldest 
and hottest placesinthecivilised world. In springand 
autumn thevariationsof thetemperaturearegreatand 
sudden; at noon you will fain hide from the heat of the 
son, and at midnight the earth is bound up in frost. ' 

To people naturally healthy the climate will be 
found healthy too, but to the rheumatic, consump- 
tive, and feeUe, it is a severe trial. It is remarked 
that a great number of children die in infancy in 
this country, particularly among the French-Cana- 
dian population ; the weak in years seem injuriously 
affected as well as the weak in constitution. 

With the exception of a very few bitterly cold 
days in winter, that season is far from being dis- 
agreeable ; the pure, dry, frosty air has at times a 
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most exhilarating effect, and the Uue, undouded 
sky aboye rdieves the eye from the almost painful 
monotony of the snowy earth. The kmg dioration 
of this sleep of nature is howevCT very wearisome ; 
after the third or fourth month the longing for 
green fields and leafy woods, becomes intense and 
harassing, and the frozen pleasures of the wmter 
have lo8t all their novelty and zest. While the 
snow is melting away in spring, the weather is 
usually beautiful and very warm ; but the roads 
and fields are in an indescribably disagreeable state, 
and travelling is almost impossible. Then, when 
the young summer fairly sets in, nothing can be 
more charming than the dimate — bright and warm 
during the day, with the air still pure and dear as 
ever; and the transition from bsffe brown fields 
and woods to verdure and rich green foliage is so 
rapid that you can almost fancy you see its pro- 
gress ; while, at night, light frosts refresh tiie 
atmosphere and brace the nerves relaxed by the 
delirious warmth of the day. 

To this succeed July and August, almost terrible 
in their intense heat ; the roads and rocks at mid 
day so hot as to be painful to the touch, and the 
strength of the direct rays of the sun even greater 
than in the tropics ; but the night always brings a 
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re-invigorating coolness, and the breezes of the 
laoming are as fresh and tempered as in our own 
fevoured land. The autumn — or the "Fall" as 
they love to call it here — rivals the spring in its 
healthy and moderate warmth, aad far excels it in 
the beauty of the colouring which it bestows. 

The population returns of Canada are not by 
any means accurate, the number of emigrants 
each year, with the uncertainty of their remain- 
ing in the province, adds to the difficulty of arriv- 
ing at a correct estimate. I believe, from the 
information I have been able to obtain from 
the best so\u*ces, that about foiuteen hundred 
thousand is the number of British subjects in this 
country ; seven hundred and fifty thousand in the 
Lower and six himdred and fifty thousand in the 
Upper Province. Of these, five hundred and fifty 
thousand are of French descent, the remainder of 
the Anglo-Celtic race, with about six thousand 
Indians. The population has hitherto doubled 
itself in about every twenty-five years. 

The annual average nimiber of emigrants for 
the last fiflieen years, has been twenty five thousand, 
but it is supposed that a large portion of these have 
unadvisedly passed on to the'United States ; some 
have since returned to Canada, others soon went to 
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rest in the pestilential western marshes, while others 
have been successful But in Canada, with com- 
mon regularity and industry, all are successful : the 
healthy climate spares them their vigour for labour ; 
land is cheaper and hardly less fertile : there are na 
taxes ; the value of agricultural produce is greater in 
their markets than on the banks of the Mississippi ; 
and there is no Lynch Law. 

The late Lord Durham, in his celebrated Report, 
delighted to extol the prosperity of our Republican 
neighbours in contrast to the state of our fellow 
subjects. A Select Committee of the Upper Ca- 
nada House of Assembly drew up a counter-report 
to this, in which they indignantly, and with reason, 
deny the sweeping statements of the High Com- 
missioner. I extract the following from the Com- 
mittee's Report. 

" Having first described the surpassing prosperity 
of the United States, for the purpose of contrasting 
it with the poverty and inferiority of these colonies. 
His Lordship proceeds to state : — * On the side of 
both the Canadas, and also of New Bmnswick and 
Nova Scotia, a widely scattered population, poor, 
and apparently unenterprising, though hardy and 
industrious, separated from each other by tracts of 
intervening forest, without towns and markets. 
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almost without roads, living in mean houses, 
deriving little more than a rude subsistence from 
ill-cultivated land, and seemingly incapable of 
improving their condition, present the most instruc- 
tive contrast to their enterprising and thriving 
neighbours on the American side.' Let the farmers, 
of all political parties, residing in the districts front- 
ing on the St. Lawrence, the owners of the exten- 
sive, beautiful, and well-cultivated lands on the 
Bay of Quinte, in the district of Newcastle, the 
Home, Gore, Niagara, London, and western dis- 
tricts, read this degrading account, and ask ' 
themselves whether they would feel perfectly 
safe in submitting their future political fete, and 
that of their children, to the dogmas of a man who 
has so grossly misstated their character and condi- 
tion." 

To the emigrant from the British Islands, there 
is, perhaps, no place in the world offering a better 
settlement than the eastern townships of Lower 
Canada. There, in his log hut, with his wife and 
children round him to cheer his labour, he may 
speedily cut out his independence from the magni- 
ficent forests, and possess the fertile land : in less 
than twelve months of patient toil enough is cleared 
for the production of sufficient potatoes and com 
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to place him beyond the readi of want, and set 
him in the road to competence. The first year is 
the difficulty, — often a disheartening and almost 
intolerable struggle. 

In Upper Canada also the prospects of the 
settler are not less encouraging. The Canada Com- 
pany published a statement a few years ago of the 
condition of the people at the settlement of Gode- 
rich ; in 1 829 was the first commencement ; in 
1840 six thousand people had established them- 
selves there, and made improvements in the lands, 
and acquired live stock to the amount of £242,287; 
nearly half of this was in the possession of families 
who had originally nothing, or, at most, some few 
of them had ten pounds to start with; the 
remainder was accumulated by people who had 
been slightly better off in the world. Most of the 
first settlers have already paid out also the full 
extent of their purchase money, and are now free- 
holders of the land. 

With a sufficient capital and extent of land 
under cultivation to make it worth while to devote 
his time to it,. a man who understood it would at 
once be able to live in comfort, and make money 
on a farm. The French«Canadian gentleman, 
however, thinks it beneath his dignity, and trusts 
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every thii^ to a subaltern ; and the Englishman 
generally expends so much of his capital in the 
purchase of the land and stock, that, for years 
afterwards, he is crippled in the means of working 
his resources. 

Horses and other cattle, though hardy and 
valuable in their way, are far inferior to the English 
breed, and not improved by a recent admixture 
with American blood. In Lower Canada live 
stock are very expensive in their maintenance 
during the long winters, and are usually miserably 
poor and thin ; in short, but just kept from starving, 
till food becomes plentiful in the spring. 

The importance of the trade of the St. Lawrence 
to England is not to be estimated solely by the 
value of the goods exdianged, though, even in that 
point of view, it is very considerable ^ the nature 
of the productions of Canada sent to the British 
islands, requires an immense bulk of shipping, and 
employs a great number of the very best sailors. 
The inhabitants of this province consume a greater 
proportion of English goods than any people in 
the world, excepting those of Australia. The 
Canadian purchases nearly four times as much of 
the produce of British industry as the citizen of 
the United States; in return he has hitherto 
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obtained highly remxinerating prices in our markets 
for every thing he can send us, and in any quantity. 

The tariff of the United States of course acts 
against the colonies, as weQ as against England ; 
but it is obvious that with the very inefficient pre* 
ventive force they "possess, it must be a dead lett«* 
along twelve hundred miles of a frontier, a large 
part of which is forest or navigable water. A great 
deal of contraband trade with the northern parts 
of America is carried on through Canada, but not 
to such an extent as might be expected from its 
being greatly profitable, and with very slight risk 
of loss. It would seem that here the smu^l^ 
created for the "irrepressible energies of com- 
merce" an outlet almost made necessary by the 
absurd and mischievous tariff. Demoralizing as 
such a trade must be, it seems almost inevitable. 
People and capital alone are wanted in this country ; 
the springs of wealth are endless. 

I have mentioned elsewhere that a great panic 
was caused in the Canada timber trade by the 
diminution of protection for colonial produce ; for the 
first year from this alarm, there was a great falling off 
in the quantity exported ; the next, however, ral- 
lied considerably, and the export is now one third 
tnore than when this step towards free trade was 
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taken. On the other hanci, it is a very singular 
and almost unaccountable fact, that the quantity of 
cam and flour sent to England since Canada has 
obtained nearly a monopoly in that market, is con- 
siderably less than it was in times when there 
was no peculiar enactment in its favour. 

At this moment, opinion in Canada is very much 
divided on the subject of the probable loss of thehr 
exclusive advantages in the English com market. 
The agricultural portion of the community are 
generally very much alarmed, fearing a great fall in 
prices at home, and a consequent depreciation in 
the value of their produce; they iaik of ruin — ^waste, 
untiUed lands, and all sorts of dreary things. 
Again, some of the timber-merchants, in breathless 
terror cry out that the relaxation of duties oh 
foreign timber must at once drive them to bank- 
ruptcy, altogether forgetting their increased pros- 
perity since the late change. Tht more enlightened 
and practical of the mercantile men hail this 
announcement of free trade with pleasure, and 
triumphantly quote the facts which the last few 
years have given, as conclusive in its favour. 

TTie present is, beyond all doubt, the time of 
Canada's greatest prosperity: from the highest 
to the lowest — merdiant, farmer, tradesman. 
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hbourep — their hands ar4 fi;^ of business, thdr 
profits aad wages ample ; tiia^ is searody a ^adow* 
for the disoonteated to lay hold of. The oowbAh^ 
has only now begun to arrive at that degree of 
maturity, whm trade takes its great start. We^ 
should recoHect that English Canada is more thm^ 
a century younger "than the trading districts of the 
United States ; it is un&ir to compare tbdr pro-, 
gress in commerce hith^iio, for till very recently 
the conditions of this country were such as to 
render the former merely anxious for, and busied 
in the support of life, the primitive pursuits of hus-< 
bandry being the only occupation of the peo{de. 
As numbers increased and towns enlarged, wealth 
and intelligence were bnn^ht to bear, and the last 
five, ten, fifteen years, show a change in these pro- 
vinces almost incredible. 

Within the longest of those periods, the popula- 
tion of Quebec attd Montreal, the two prindpal 
trading^ towns, has nearly doubled; numbers of 
p^ple have risen fix)m very humble circumstances, 
to afiiuence; handsome shops, with {date-glasa 
windows, adorned with costly goods, replace the 
small and obscure stores ; the roads, bridges, and 
canals, ships, and steamers, have improved and 
multiplied in a most extraordinary manner. This 
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is but Uie comtnencemeBt ; the impidse is only 
!I0W fairly at work ; a few years hence, the pro^ 
gresB win be far greats ; the feeble time of infancy 
is past, l^e first difficulties over, and this vigorous 
ipeoiple start, confident in their resources and 
energy, every sail filled with the favouring breezes 
of p'oc^^^rity. 

Th^^ is at present bs\ immense prize to be con- 
tmded for between Canada and the United States 
~the (jurying trade for the produce of the west* 
On one side, the St. Lawrence and its splendid 
art^Seial communication, on the other, the Erie 
Canal and the Hudson River, offer their channels 
for its use. To the first nature has given a decide^ 
advantage ; the screw-propelled steam-boats, laden 
on the far shores of Lake Superior, can pass, with 
but slight delay firom locks, to Montreal or Quebec, 
wr indeed to Europe; while through the narrow 
passage of the Erie Canal, the firequent locks and 
the la-ans-shipment of the cargo must ever be a 
great embarrassment. By a bold and judicious 
mluction of the tolls on the Canadian waters, they 
will become the chief — as they always were the 
natural — outiet for this trade ; and its passage will 
speedily enrich their shores. Some short-sighted 
people urge that these tolls cannot be reduced. 
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since they hardly pay as it is ; but it is obviom that, 
as long as this route is made the more costly of 
the two, the commerce will flow through the other 
channel. The system, therefore, should be to reduce 
the Canadian Canal expenses to an extent that 
would secure its being the cheaper line ; then the 
vast quantity of traffic would remimerate at almost 
any price. The advantages of the St. Lawrence 
over the Erie Canal are amply sufficient to counter* 
balance the superior position of New York to 
Quebec or Montreal as a sea-port; although an 
exaggerated and fallacious idea of the perils of the 
river navigation of the latter adds much to the 
expense of insurance. 

Each year enhances the difficulty of the supply 
of timber, to a certain extent; by the banks of th^ 
streams and rivers within a moderate distance in 
all directions, the finer trees have already been 
cleared off, and the lumberers are now obliged to 
drag the fruits of their labour for a long way 
through the bush, or else to ascend hundreds of 
miles to the yet unspoiled forests of the interior. 
But though the difficulties increase, the demand 
and the number of people employed increases too, 
and there is no danger of any failure m the supply 
for ages. 
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Three times the former quantity of timber from 
the Baltic reaches England since the reduction of 
the duties: this, which the Canadians at first 
imagined would be their ruin, has on the contrary 
much increased the demand for their produce. In 
house and ship-buildings Baltic and American 
timber are both required for diflferent parts of the 
structure, and, since the former has been so consi- 
derably cheapened, these operations have increased 
so as to call for a far greater quantity of the latter 
than was formerly used ; while the advantages to 
the builder and tenant in England are evident from 
the great diminution of the cost. 

Canada is totally fi*ee Irom du*ect taxation, ex- 
cept of course for mimicipal purposes. The revenue 
for the year 1845 was £430,000 sterling; four- 
fifths of this is derived fi-om customs, the remainder 
from excise licenses, proceeds of public works, and 
territorial and casual sources. A duty of five per 
cent, is levied on English goods entering the pro- 
vince, and fi^om ten to fifteen per cent, on foreign ; 
on these latter there is also generally an imperial 
duty imposed. About £115,000 sterling of this 
income is devoted to the payment of the interest 
of the debt guaranteed by the British Government, 
contracted for the purpose of making the great 
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works by which the interaal communications have 
been improved. 

Canada defrays all the expenses o{ her own cdv3 
government and judicial estaUii^im^it. The naval 
and military forces, and the cost of works for the 
defence of the country, are paid from the impmal 
coffers ; fix)m these sources and the private expen- 
iditure of the individuals employed, a sum of more 
than half a million sterling is annually poured into 
the colony. The flowing in of a continual stream 
of mcHiey to this amount, is of course a very im- 
portant element of prosperity. Not only are the 
inhabitants protected without any cost, but this 
large sum hdps to keep the balance of trade in 
their favour, and is circulated to eamdi them. 

From the great number of opportunities of pro- 
fitable investments, and from capital not being as 
yet much accumulated, it commands a far hi^er 
rate of interest on the best security than can be 
obtained in England. The legal rate is six per 
cent., and this can be obtained with undoubted 
safety. 

Manufactures on a small scale have been tried 
and are still in progress in several parts of Canada : 
they are fairly remunerative ; but surely, in a youi^ 
and thinly populated country, with such immense 
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unemployed agricultural resources, such application 
of labour is an economical mistake. Last year 
Englsmd would have purchased any quantity (^ 
com from this country at a high price, but a com* 
paratively small supply was produced; I have 
no doubt that it would ^vantage the colcmy 
infinitdy were every tailor and shoemak^ at the 
plough, and the necessary artides of their labour 
supplied from England. Last year, in Lower 
Canada, there were returned more than three 
thousand manufactories, two-thirds of these were 
mills for grain and other purposes, the re- 
mamder potasheries, tanneries, breweries, iron- 
Works, paper-works, and others. Canada has every 
naturd capability for becoming what, without 
doubt, she vnH soon be, a great agricultural and 
commercial country ; but any attempt to encourage 
manufactures there, till in a far maturer stage of 
advance, appears vain and preposterous. 

The post-office of Canada has not had any share 
4n the great improvements receritly introduced into 
that department in England; the old, exorbitant 
rates of charge are still retained, to the immense 
inconvenience of mercantile and social affairs, and, 
I really believe, to the great injury also of tfee 
revenue, for the system of sending letters by private 



dbyGoogk 



264 hochelaoa; or, 

hand is earned on almost openly and very exten- 
sively. A letter from a distant part of Upper 
Canada to Quebec costs twice as much as it does 
to London, the rates from England being uniform 
to all parts of this country ; also newspapers, pass- 
ing through the post-office in the colony, are each 
charged a halfpenny. The transmission and deli- 
very of mails is far from being happily arranged, 
and is often attended with uncertainty and delay. 
A vigorous effort is, I understand, now making in 
the Provincial Parliament to remedy these very 
vexatious and harassing inconveniences. 

It must be acknowledged that hitherto there 
has not been quite so much energy and speculative 
adventure in Canada as in the United States, New 
and untried channels of trade are examined for a 
long time before they are embarked in ; efforts are 
rarely made to open fresh markets, or try the 
chance of exporting unusual cargoes. Something 
of the habitans* indolent spirit seems to have been 
infused into the trade of the country : their maxim 
is to do the same as their ancestors did. In Upper 
Canada, beef and pork are very much cheaper than 
at New York, but the Liverpool market receives 
abundance from the latter and next to none from 
the former. The shores of Lake Superior ai:e in- 
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exhaustibly rich in copper ore, but, till quite lately, 
not the weight of a penny of it found its way to 
Canada. 

I confidently hope, however, that brighter days 
are to come; the progress of the last few years 
has done wonders, and aroused the spirit of adven- 
ture ; Montreal is beginning to display much spe- 
culative activity, and I do not despair of Quebec 
being even lighted with gas, and supplied with 
water otherwise than by cart and barrel, before any 
very great length of time has elapsed. 

The fact is that the French population are a 
dead weight on the activity of this lower portion 
of the magnificent valley of the St. Lawrence, 
and whatever has been done in commercial adven- 
ture, is due to the comparatively very small num- 
ber of the Anglo-Saxon and Celtic races. In 
matters of general improvement, docks, bridges, 
&c., they have often to encounter even the opposi- 
tion of their inert fellow-subjects. 

The closing of the ports of the River St. 
Lawrence by ice for four or five months in the 
year is, of course, a great drawback fi*om their 
mercantile advantages, but not so very great as 
may appear at first sight. During this time the 
channels of internal transport of goods are also 
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frozen up, but the produce of the lumberers' 
wmter labours is rdeased m the spring ; the rich 
crops of Upper Canada can be readily shipped in 
the autumn ; while the vessels whidi leave Eng- 
land early in the year carry out what is required 
for summer use, and those diarged with the fruits 
of the harvest come back laden with goods for 
the ensuing winter. 

To shew the rapid increase of the trade of this 
colony, I shall give the number of vessels which 
arrived at and cleared from the different sea-ports 
of the St Lawrence during certain years. 

Year. Entered. Cleared out. 

1825 . . 796 . . 883 vessels averagmg 350 tons. 

1830 . . 964 . . 1050 

1835 . . 1297 . . 1307 

1840 . . 1439 . . 1522 

1845 . . 1762 . . 1747 

In the last year upwards of twenty-three thou- 
sand seamen were employed, and thus kept in train- 
ing in one of the best naval schools in the world. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

RELIGION — ^EDUCATION — ^THE PRESS. 

Among the subjects of general observation 
which suggest themselves in considering the state 
of any Christian country, the first is that of its 
religion. The influences which it exercises, even 
in a temporal point of view, are so important, that, 
though one were to acknowledge no higher interest 
than the political state and material prosperity, it 
forces itself upon the attention. 

Thirty years after the cession by France, Canada 
ifras formed into a Diocese of the Church of Eng- 
land ; in 1839 this was divided into two Sees — the 
eastern, or the Diocese of Quebec, containing the 
whole of Lower Canada, is given to the care of the 
Bishop of Montreal; the western, being all Upper 
Canada, to that of the Bishop of Toronto. These 
districts are of enormous size, each extending about 
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six hundred miles in length, and the incomes 
attached to them are far from sufficient for the 
expenses which such a charge and rank entail. 

In Canada East, or the diocese of Quebec, there 
are seventy-five clergymen of the Chiu^ch of Eng- 
land ; in that of Toronto, or Canada West, ninety- 
one. The incomes of many of these gentlemen 
are miserably small; some have not more than 
sixty pounds a year, and a large number are 
allowed no glebe house or other residence. But, 
though their means are so slender, their duties are 
most severe and harassing ; to convey an idea of 
their nature, I will give a short extract from the. 
Bishop of Montreal's Visitation journal for the year 
1843, printed for the " Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel.'* Duties of the clergymen of the 
" Mission "^ of Masconche — ^New Glasgow. Sun- 
day morning service throughout the year at Mas- 
conche, except on the sacrament days at New 
Glasgow. Paisley and Kilkenny, four times a 
year each, (as also at Masconche ;) Sunday after- 
noon service at Terrebonne, six miles from Mas- 
conche ; and New Glasgow, twelve miles ; when at 
the latter, their way is continued to Kalkenny, twelve 
miles further, on Sunday night, in order to hold 
service there (fortnightly) on Monday ; two miles 
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from the house to the Church, and eleven after 
service to sleep at Paisley, in preparation for service 
there on Tuesday, and so back to Masconche. 
Occasional visits from hence to the Nord, forty 
miles off. A great portion of the road in simimer 
is of the worst description. Parochial visiting 
cannot be systematic in such a vast extent of scat- 
tered charge. 

In the thirty-first year of the reign of George 
the Third, one seventh of all the waste lands was 
set apart for, as it was worded, the " Protestant 
Church ;" and every sect not Roman Catholic has 
claimed a share and receives it. A late Act of 
Parliament provides for the sale of these " Clergy 
Reserves " and the distribution of the funds ; the 
Church of England is endeavouring to obtain the 
grant of their portion of the lands, for the sale at 
the present time would involve so great a sacrifice 
as to reduce their already very insuflScient portion 
to a mere nothing. A committee of the Provincial 
Parliament has reported favourably on this, but as 
yet the question remains undecided. - 

Hitherto the "Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel" has been the chief support of the 
Church of England in Canada, as well as in the 
other colonies. The annual income of this society 
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has risen since 1 837, from twelve thousand, to forty- 
seven thousand pounds; hut this increase, large 
though it be, is quite insufficient to keep pace 
with the constant new demands for aid. One 
hundred and fifity missionaries have been added 
during the last seven years, and on account of these 
great expenses, the funds of the Society are for 
from being in a flourishing state. 

In the year 1843, more than fifteen thousand 
pounds was given by this most valuable body, to 
Canada alone. A Church Society was also esta- 
blished in UppCT Canada, in 1842 ; the next year 
its income was eighteen hundred pounds, and now 
it is little short of three thousand. Last year, 
notwithstanding the fires, Quebec gave three hun- 
dred and seventy pounds to its funds. 

As I stated elsewhere, the census has always 
been taken under gr^t disadvantages, owing to the 
scattered dwellings of the population, and to a 
stupid idea among the lower classes of French 
Canadians, that it was made with a view of taxa- 
tion. It is also impossible to arrive correctly at the 
number of the members of each different sect, as 
the people employed are supposed in their estimates 
to have magnified their own at the expense of 
othersw I have before me the attainable statistics 
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such as they are, but they are so confused and 
contradictory that one can only hope for an 
approximation to the reality. I believe that the 
proportion which the members of the Church of 
England bear to the population of Canada is under 
one sixth of the whole ; or about two hundred and 
twenty thousand souls. 

For the ministry of these people, spread over 
twelve hundred miles of country, there are only one 
hundred and sixty-six clergymen. It is impossible 
not to view with anxiety and care such a state of 
things in this province ; it must be acknowledged 
with pain, that the Colonial office has paid but very 
little attention to this most vital interest of its 
government. In Lower Canada especially, the 
provision made by the old French Laws for the 
Romish Church, stands out in broad and reproach- 
ful contrast to our neglect. In a few instances, 
indeed, salaries from the government are enjoyed 
by ecclesiastics, but they are limited to the lives of 
the present incumbents ; at their deaths this Church 
of England — Church of the Empure, will be with- 
out any peculiar support from the state, and only 
come in for a paltry share, with the sects of various 
denominations. To the minister at present en- 
trusted with Colonial affairs, we may look with 
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hope and confidence that, as far as he may have 
the power, it will be exerted to remedy the deficien- 
cies of the past. 

In the various political troubles which have 
arisen at- different times in England and in h^* 
colonies, there was one quality in which the 
members of the Church were always conspicuous — : 
that of loyalty. Wherever they are found, they 
are, as it were, a garrison against sedition and 
rebellion; every holy spire that rises among the 
dark pine woods of Canada, stands over a strong- 
hold for the British crown ; and every minister 
who labours in his remote and ill-rewarded calling, 
is a faithful and zealous subject. The feelings and 
interests of loyalty are vitally interwoven with the 
system of the Church. 

But the state of the Church of England in 
Canada is not without its bright side of happy 
promise ; there are people still alive and now not 
very old, who were confirmed at Quebec by the 
Bishop of Nova Scotia, the first, and at that time 
the only Colonial Bishop of the established Church, 
throughout the empire ; at the end of the eighteenth 
century there were only six clergymen in all Canada. 
Within the last few years, especially under the 
auspices of the present able and excellent Bishop, 
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the prospects of the Church have much improved ; 
the labours of the missionaries have been ceaseless, 
and they are awarded with success in their sacred call- 
ing, though not by their own worldly advancement. 
Their lives are hard, toilsome, and full of privation ; 
often they live with their families in bare and 
humble dwellings, unable from their poverty to 
keep up the outward appearances that conduce to 
worldly consideration, and deprived of the comforts 
and enjoyments to which their place and education 
entitle them. Wherever one of these worthy men 
is established, he is a centre, and acts as a stimulus 
for improvement as far as his narrow means go. 
TheChurch, in the influence of its fixed and steadfast 
principles, is a happy barrier against the wild and 
turbul^it enthusiasm of dissent ; in many instances, 
the various sects have joined its fold, to save them- 
selves from their own extravagances. 

The fantastic and mischievous absurdities of 
Millerism, have been widely spread in some portions 
of Canada ; its apostles are chiefly men of little 
education or character, but many of their followers 
app^ sincere and ardent believers. I shall again 
quote from the Bishop of Montreal's Visitation 
journal. *^ In the meetings of the Millerites, persons 
acted upon by the vehement proclamation of close 
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approaching judgment, enforced by the expedients 
usual in such cases for goading the bumaa mind, 
fall into what are technically called the struggles^ 
and roll on the floor of the meeting-house, striking 
out their limbs with an excess of violence; aU 
which is understood to be an act of (kvotion witii 
regard to some unconverted individual, who is 
immediately sent fcH*, if not present, that he may 
witness the process designed for his benefit. 
Females are thus prompted to exhibit themselves, 
and I was credibly informed that, at Hatley, two 
young girls were thus in the struggles ; the objects 
of their intercessions being two troopers quartered 
in the village. Revolting as such scries may 
appear, yet, when mixed up with the awful realities 
of future judgment, they take a prodigious eflFect 
in the wilder and more sequestered part of a country, 
upon a large portion of the popular mind." 

Fully one half of the population of Canada 
belong to the Church of Rome. The greater part 
of these are French-Canadians, the remainder Irish, 
or their descendants. For Lower Canada there 
are an Archbishop, two Bishops, two Bishop 
Coadjutors, one hundred and seventy-five Chiu^ches, 
twenty Convents, and ten Colleges, or Seminaries. 
In Upper Canada there are a Bishop, and Bishop 
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Coadjutor, and about seventy Churches. The 
Roman Catholic Church is very richly endowed in 
this country; the Island of Montreal and many 
Seigneuries of great value belong to it ; one, St. 
Paul's Bay, contains a rich deposit of iron ore, also 
very pure rock iron : this district is not less than 
eighteen miles in extent, and, doubtless, will be al 
source of great wealth in future years ; it contains, 
besides, valuable springs, strongly impregnated 
with sulphur and arsenic. 

Very large funds are also derived from those 
who enter the convents : the rich are esteemed 
worthy brides of the Church, but the poorer sisters 
perform the menial offices. The twenty-sixth part 
of the grain grown by the Roman Catholics is 
always given by law to their Church : lately this 
portion of other produce has also been demanded 
with success, though the daim could not be 
enforced in a Court of Justice. When a parishioner 
changes his faith, this tithe need be no longer paid. 
The sums levied for Church serviced, masses for 
the living and the dead, baptisms and burials, 
arc also very considerable. Not long since, a case 
occurred of the death of a Roman Catholic whose 
sons had been brought up in the faith of their 
Protestant mother : anxious to pay every mark of 
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respect to their father's memory, they applied to 
the Priesthood for the iisual prayers and ceremo- 
nies for a person of his condition, and the charge 
for the various s^rices amounted to one hundred 
and twenty pounds. 

With but few exceptions, the Roman Catholic 
Clergy are very respectable in their education 
and conduct; loyal to the British Crown in the 
rebellion, they generally opposed the movement as 
much as lay in their power : and, although even 
their great influence was unable altogether to 
Control the misguided people, they kept other dis- 
affected portions of the country in peace. They 
look with extreme dislike and apprehension on any 
thing tending to bring them under the laws and 
institutions of the United States ; the position of 
their Irish brethren at Philadelphia and elsewhere, 
is a lesson not thrown away upon them. Besides, 
they are well aware that their immense possesions 
would speedily undergo some new American pro- 
cess, for which an appropriate and peculiar name 
would, no doubt, soon be furnished ; as have been 
the words Repudiation, Annexation, to other cha- 
racteristic operations of this original people. 

The French Canadian Roman Catholic Prieal>- 
hood are naturally very hostile to the increase and 
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jn^gress of the English Protestant population, as, 
added to their national and religious prejudices 
against them, many farms falling into their hands 
are freed from the tithe to the Church. In the 
neighbourhood of the towns, and, indeed, in all the 
good situations, this process is going on with, for 
them, a most alarming rapidity. The rebellion in 
Lower Canada was, in a measure, against these 
settlers, and not against British rule ; the jealousy 
of the French Canadian inhabitants had then 
arrived at its hdght, and broke out in that feeble 
and petulant sedition. The Priesthood are by no 
means free from blame for encouraging this enmity 
of race, but they may be fairly acquitted of dis- 
loyalty to the government. 

Among the Roman Catholics in this country, all 
the lower classes, and the females of the upper, are 
very devout and attentive to their religious duties ; 
but among the well-educated men there is diffused 
not a little of the scoflmg spirit of Young France. 
It must, however, be allowed, that the people of all 
ranks stand very high in the scale of morality : 
indeed, it has now become almost a matter of his- 
tory, when the gentlemen of the law last reaped 
aught from domestic misfortunes brought on by 
the neglect of its principles. 
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The remnant of the Indians who dw^ll within 
the bounds of Canada, profess the faith of Rome ; 
and few are more attentive to the external obser- 
vance of its duties than they are. The squaws 
are gifted with very sweet voices, and the singing 
in their rude village diurches is sometimes charming. 

Among the various sects of Protestant Dis- 
senters, by far the most numerous and important 
are the Presbyterians ; in Lower Canada they 
possess one hundred and forty Presbyteries, in 
the Upper Province nearly double that number. 
They are determined in their distinction from the 
Established Church, but generally by no means 
bitter in their hostility to it. I find in the Visita- 
tion Journal of the excellent Bishop of Montreal, 
already quoted, that he was offered hospitality on 
his tour by some of their ministers. This body of 
Clei^ is supportjBd by their share of the Clergy 
Reserves, and the voluntary contributions of their 
congregations. 

I shall not enter into any fiirther notice of the 
varied, and, unfortimately, numerous shades of 
opinions and sects, which pride, ignorance, fana- 
ticism, and discontent, have spread among this 
portion of the Anglo-Saxon race. With regard to 
the sectarians of Canada, I regret to say that 



dbyGoogk 



ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD. 279 

nearly all have united to treat the Church of Eng- 
land as a common enemy ; though here it is so 
innocent of the rich temporalities, which at home 
give virulence to their attacks. 

Before I leave the subject of rdigion in Canada, 
I would wish to observe^ with sincere pleasure, on 
the visitation of the Bishop of Montreal, during the 
summer of 1844, to the Red River settlement* A 
most interesting account of this was published in 
London last year, from which I take the following 
statements. 

The Bishop of Montreal left Quebec in the 
middle of May, and performed his journey of two 
thousand miles in about six weeks. From a little 
beyond Montreal the whole of the distance was 
travelled in open canoes, up through the rapid 
waters of the Ottawa, and by wild lakes and 
winding rivers into Lake Huron, thence along the 
northern shore, and by the Manitoulin Islands, 
once sacred to the Great Spirit of the and^t 
people, through the Uttle settlement at Saut Sainte 
Marie into the deep and dreary Lake Superior; 
thence up the Radny River, over falls of wonderful 
height and beauty, through labyrinths of woody 
islands, and almost unknown lakes, till at length 
the journey's end was reached. 
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They encamped usually at night, but sometitMS, 
when it was fair, the precious breeze was taken 
advantage of, even through the darkness; large 
fires were lighted by the tent where they rested, 
but it was very cold at times; and during the day, 
the bright mosquitoes, and other venomous inseds, 
were hard to bear. 

Numbers of wild but fiiendly Indians were met, 
of fine fi^me and statiire, but very low in the scale 
of human progress ; they were willing to assist at 
the " Portages " and would labour all day long for 
a very trifle, particularly the squaws. Early on a 
Sabbath morning the Bishop reached the settle- 
ment, when he saw the same people in their 
Christian state. "Thus on the morning (rf the 
Lord's our blessed day, we saw them gathering 
already round their pastor, who was before his 
door ; their children collecting in the same manner, 
with their books in their hands, all, decently clothed 
from head to foot ; a repose and steadiness in their 
deportment ; at least the seeming indications of a 
high and controlling influence on their character 
and hearts ; their humble dwelling, with the 
commencement of farms, and cattle grazing in the 
meadow; the neat modest parsonage or mission 
house, with its garden attached to it; and the 



dbyGoogk 



ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD. 281 

simple but decent church, with the school-house as 
its appendage, forming the leading objects in the 
picture, and carrying on the face of them, the 
promise of a blessing." 

The congregation that day consisted of two 
hundred and fifty Indians, dressed partly in the 
European manner. The morning service is per- 
formed in English, but the lessons were translated 
into the Indian tongue by the interpreter, as was 
also the Bishop's sermon. About two thirds of the 
congregation are said to understand a simple 
address in English, and probably soon no other 
language will be required. 

The Bishop considers these Indians to be a 
thinking and intelligent people. The man acting 
as sexton had been a noted sorcerer or " M^decin" 
of the tribe. The stay of the Visitation at the Red 
River Settlement was limited to about three weeks, 
by the necessity of starting in time to finish the 
arduous journey before the setting in of the winter. 
The number of persons confirmed was eight hun- 
dred and forty-six, and would have been con- 
siderably greater, but that a large portion of the 
people were at that time of the year hunting on the 
Prairies, or busied with distant trsffic to Hudson's 
Bay. There were also two ordinations for the 
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ministry. There are four Church of EnglaiMl 
churches in the settlement, two of stone and two 
of wood, also several well-attended schools, one a 
private boarding school of a superior order. 

Besides the numerous and respectable officers of 
the Hudson's Bay Company, there are scattered 
about the settlement several worthy retired factors 
or traders, some married to European, others to 
Indian wives; and among some of the residents 
there is far from a deficiency in comforts and 
habits of refinement. The whole population of the 
Red River Settlement is upwards of five thousand; 
rather more than half of these are Roman Catholics, 
the remainder belong to the Church of England. 
Three-fourths of the inhabitants are natives or half- 
breeds, the rest, Canadians and people from the 
British islands, with a few foreigners. They possess 
in plenty, bams, stables, miDs, horses, she^, pigs, 
and black cattle ; the soil is wonderfully fruitful and 
easy of cultivation, but all produce is consumed on 
the spot ; there is no market for its sale. Notes 
printed on coloured paper are issued by the Com- 
pany for circulation in the colony. 

The climate at the Red River mudi resembles 
that of Quebec, but is rather more severe in winter. 
Acts of violence by the Indians against any of the 
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people of the Hudson's Bay Company are scarcely 
known ; the general treatment which they receive 
at the forts is such as to secme their attachment 
and respect, and they draw largely on the charity 
of the Europeans in times of want. The many 
thousand Indians scattered over these vast regions 
afford a wide field for the efforts of Christian men, 
but, sad to say, the means are at present lamentably 
insufficient. East of the Rocky Mountains there 
are six clergymen of the Church of England; west 
not one. The Red River Settlement is a happy 
example of the invaluable advantage, temporal and 
spiritual, which even this very limited ministry has 
afforded to the people. 

Mr. Leith, a resident factor of the company, left a 
sum of ten thousand pounds some time ago, for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in this district, but it 
has, unfortunately, remained in litigation ever since. 
The Roman Catholic Church has two bishops and 
a very extensive mission in this western country, 
but the Church of the empire is humble and 
poor. In the year 1820, Mr. West, a missionary, 
first preached the pure gospel on the banks of the 
Red River. 

At the time of the English conquest, there were 
in Canada several richly-endowed establishments 



dbyGoogk 



'\ 



284 HOCHELAGA; OR, 

for the purposes of education. The seminaries of 
Quebec and Montreal were appropriated more par- 
ticularly to the instruction of ecclesiastics, and the 
order of the Jesuits was entrusted with the general 
teaching of the people. These rich endowments 
are since continued to the same objects, with the 
exception of the estates of the Jesuits, which have 
been assumed by the crown. The grants to the 
seminary of Quebec are of great value, consisting 
of more than a thousand square miles of land, and 
some choice property in the city ; those of Montreal 
are worth ten thousand pounds a year, at a low 
estimate. The estates of the order of the Jesuits 
were also great ; a part of them have been disposed 
of by the crown, but the more valuable portion 
still remains, and produces a handsome income. 

Several amply endowed nunneries afford instruc- 
tion to the female children in the towns and villages 
of this province. 

After the confiscation of the estates of the 
Jesuits, up to the end of the last century, the 
means of education appear to have been very 
limited, insomuch that only a dozen or twenty 
people in a whole parish knew how to read: 
classics and the sciences were indeed taught at 
Montreal and Quebec, either quarterly or for a 
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nominal charge, but these benefits reached to very 
few. The EngUsh were allowed to avail themselves 
of this instruction ; they were received without any 
distinction or partiality, and exempted from attend- 
ing the religious duties. 

In 1818, schools were generally established in 
Lower Canada, under a settled system, supported 
by a grant firom the Provincial Legislature ; but in 
1832 this grant was reduced, and the year after 
discontinued altogether. A separate plan had been 
commenced in 1829, giving a school to every 
parish, under the care of trustees elected by the 
landholders, who were allowed to hold and manage 
the school property, and receive benefactions. Half 
the expense of building the house for instruction 
was borne by the province, and a yearly sum of 
twenty pounds during three years, to the school- 
master, was also given, with some further allowance 
for the children of the poor, in proportion to their 
number ; those who were able paid two shillmgs a 
month for their education. At this time there were 
thirteen hundred and forty-four elementary schools 
in Lower Canada, besides a certain number of girl 
schools, each attached to a Roman CathoUc church. 

In 1836, two normal schools were established 
by the Legislature, and considerable grants of 
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money vf&re made, for the purpose of training 
teachers for the country districts. Alt(^ther, the 
appropriations at that period for the general pur« 
poses of education, averaged aboye twenty-four 
thousand pounds a year. At the present time, 
there are twenty seminaries or colleges in Lower 
Canada, imder the management of the Roman 
Catholic church exclusively, but there are only two 
Protestant colleges. One is the M'Gill CoU^ at 
Montreal, whose founder devised, in 1811, a valu- 
able property in lands and buildings, and ten thou- 
sand pounds in money, for the object. This insti- 
tution has the power of conferring d^rees, and is 
in a flourishing condition. The other, the Lennox- 
ville College, promises well, but is merely in its 
infancy. In Upper Canada, two hundred and 
twenty-six thousand acres of land are appropriated 
to King's College at Toronto, and sixty-six thou- 
sand to Upper Canada College. The Legislature 
also grants two thousand four hundred pounds 
annually for district and common sdiools, and 
about two hundred and thirty thousand awes of 
land are held for the piuposes of general education. 
These colleges in Upper Canada have also the 
power of conferring degrees. The expense of a 
boarder in the proprietary school at Toronto is 
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thirty pounds a year— in the college thirty-three. 
From the Roman Catholic seminary colleges in the 
Lower Province, a student who has passed through 
certain dasses has a right to be admitted to the 
Bar after four instead of five years' study. 

A few years ago, the abuses and mismanage- 
ment of the public schools were very great, but at 
present they are working under a much improved 
system. It may be said that throughout the whole 
of Canada there are fair opportunities of elementary 
education for every one, except in the veryremote and 
thinly settled districts. In the Upper Province these 
privileges are appreciated to a greater extent than 
in the Lower ; the habitans are scarcely persuaded 
of the necessity of being instructed ; their better 
classes are rather indifferent on the subject ; and 
some people go so far as to assert that the Roman 
Catholic priesthood in the rural districts are averse 
to the spread of enlightemnent : they certainly 
need not feel alarm at the rapidity of its progress. 

As mentioned in the portion of Lord Durham's 
report to which I referred in another part of this 
volume, the possession of rather a superior educa- 
tion by a certain number of yoimg men perhaps 
very humbly bom, is not attended with happy or 
useful results. We find these people too proud or 
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too idle to follow the lowly and toilsome occupations 
of their fathers ; they are not sufficiently gifted to 
attain success in their ill-chosen professions, and, 
driven by want, disappointment, and discontent, 
into the ranks of sedition, they are willing to per- 
suade themselves and others that they are debarred 
from getting on by political causes, or indeed by any 
cause, except that of their own incapacity; they 
dream of independence, la nation Canadienne^ free- 
dom from foreign rule, and all sorts of absurdities. 
In this bright and imaginative future, each youi^ 
village surgeon or attorney fancies he is to play a 
conspicuous part, and by such like inflated ideas he 
tries to move the sluggish minds and sympathies 
of his ignorant relations. The most successfiil of 
these ambitious embryo Robespierres and Di^tons 
rises perhaps to be the editor of some obscure 
newspaper, the organ of their innocuous and con- 
temptible sedition; or the representative of some 
" habitans " district, when the stipend attached to 
his seat in the provincial parliament saves him 
from peniuy and want. 

But these seminaries of education in Lower 
Canada produce ako some very worthy exceptions 
to the class of which I have just now spoken; 
and there is a considerable proportion of French 
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Canadian gentlemen, whose character and acquire- 
ments entitle them to all respect and consideration. 

The merchants of British hirth or descent are 
naturaQy educated in very much the same way as 
their brethren at home, in a sound, practical, useful 
manner ; any degree of classical proficiency is of 
course rare, but not altogether without instances ; 
some are good linguists, all are generally well 
informed. They acquire at an early age the man- 
ners of men of the world, as their business brings 
them in contact with a number of people of 
various countries and of aQ classes. During the 
long winters, when all are bent solely upon amuse- 
ment, they have also an opportunity of cultivating 
the habits and tastes of good society. Both the 
ladies and gentlemen in the large towns of 
Canada excel in manner; from their earliest 
youth they mix in the gaieties and amusements 
of their native place, and this acquirement is 
attained perhaps rather at a sacrifice of others, 
more solid but less graceful and attractive. 

The young lady who might be sadly puzzled 
over a passage of Dante or Ariosto, and not very 
dear as to whether Schiller was. a poet or a 
fiddler, would most probably do the honours of a 
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house with aU the perfection aod self-possession 
of a finii^ed matron. But let it not be si4)posed 
for a moment that I make anything like a charge 
of ignorance against these fair Canadians, who 
are really among the most attractive of God's 
daughters — quite the contrary, they are all well- 
educated to the extent which general soci^ 
requires of them ; beyond that, they have no object 
to gain, and any one of them who aspired, would 
be placed in an almost unenviable isolation. 
Great numbers of the young ladies, Protestant 
as well as Roman Catholic, are educated at the 
convents, the remainder generally at day-schools 
in the principal towns. Home education is very 
rare,, from the difficulty and expense of finding 
suitable governesses. This time of tuition usually 
ends at sixteen years of age, soon after which time 
they enter the world, and their care^ of conquest 
commences. 

At Quebec, Montreal, Toronto, and elsewhere, 
there are good private classical and high schools, 
which afford fm opportunities of education for 
young gentlemen at a very moderate expense:; 
happily. tiberefore it is less the custom now. than it 
was fonnerlgr to send them for instruct^ to the 
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United States, where they were not likely to 
imbibe a strong feeling of affection and respect 
for the mother country and the British crown. 

TTie lower dasses of British birth and descent%re, 
as a body, infmor in education to their neigh- 
bours in New England, but superior to the people 
o£ the southern and western. States. One-fourth 
of their present number em^rated from the United 
•Kingdom as adults, and were of a class which the 
s{Nread of intelligence, now I trust rapidly progress- 
ing at home, had not at that time reached. Many 
of the British Canadians, too, w^e bom in settle- 
ments then remote and thinly populated, though 
now perhaps thriving and crowded ; and their early 
life was a constant toil and struggle for subsistence, 
leaving little leisure for education. The rising gene^ 
ration starts under bright^ auspices. 

The press in Canada is generally superior in 
respectability, if not in talent, to that of the United 
States. It cannot indeed be pronoimced free from 
p^^onalities, or fit)m the wide license of party war- 
fSaure, for I regret to say that of these some very 
discreditable instances have occurred, but they 
are exceptions ; and the general rule is hcmesty and 
propriety. Quebec and Montreal have each eight 
or ten newspapers ; about half of them, and not 
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the better half, are in the French language ; Kings- 
ton has five, and Toronto seven ; and all the 
towns of any importance in Upper Canada have at 
leas* one each. Nearly every shade of political 
opinion is advocated in these publications, but since 
the rebellion none of them openly profess repub- 
lican views, or encourage a more intimate union 
with the United States ; during the present diffi- 
culties with that people, even the extreme radical 
prints have put forward many articles, \mrning the 
Americans that they are not to expect sympathy 
or co-operation from any party in Canada — that 
whatever disputes may be carried on about provin- 
cial affairs among themselves, they do not desire 
any foreign interference. William Lyon Macken- 
zie, the former leader of the Toronto sedition, has 
since published a book on the subject of that and 
subsequent events, from which it appears that his 
American sympathies have undergone wonderful 
diminution. 

Canada has as yet contributed very little or 
nothing to general literature, but the youth of the 
country and the abundant necessary occupations 
of the people, readily accoimt for this deficiency. 
Montreal, Quebec, and Toronto, can boast of very 
respectable libraries, scientific and literary institu- 



dbyGoogk 



ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD. 293 

tions, and debating societies; the latter perhaps 
m(H*e important as an innocent and amusing pur- 
sait, than from any great present or practical 
x^ty. There is also a French Canadian Scientific 
md Literary Institution at Quebec, lately founded, 
and promising weU for the future. 

I say it with pleasure, that, within the last few 
years, the tone of the press, the prospects of litera- 
ture, the means of instruction, and the desire of 
applying them, have received a great and salutary 
impulse of improvement throughout this magmfi- 
cent province. 
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CHAPTER XIV, 

MANNERS — POUTICS — DEFENCE. 

In Upper Canada the better class of people 
have generally the same manners and customs as 
those who are engaged in similar pursuits and 
occupations in England. So large a proportion 
are retired oflScers of the army and navy, govern- 
ment officials, and men brought up in the old 
coimtry, who have settled and become landholdars, 
that they give the tone to the remainder, and 
between them and their republican neighbours 
there is generally a marked difference in dress and 
manner. Among the lower classes, this distinction 
is by no means so evident; unfortunately, no 
small number of those dwelling on the borders 
readily adopt the ideas and manners of the Ameri- 
cans ; indeed, many of them are refugees from the 
States. Those in the interior, however, retain in 
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a great degree the diaracteristics of the country^ 
whence they or their fathers have emigrated. 

With the exception of the Richelieu district, the 
peasantry of Lower Canada, both of English and 
French origin, are more pleasing, civil, and attrac- 
tive in their demeanour, than those of the Upp«r 
Province. The people of St. John's, and other 
places from the Richelieu River west to the St. 
Lawrence, are singularly imprepossessing ; they 
have all the grossness and insolence of the WOTSt 
class of the Americans, without their energy and 
i^irit ; besides, they are generally very much dis- 
affected to the British Crown. They are a mixed 
race of British, French, and Americans, and this 
union is by no means happy in its results. To 
the travefler coming into Canada from the United 
States by that route, these people appear in most 
un&vourable contrast with their neighbours ; their 
farms badly cultivated, thdr houses poor and dirty, 
and the race of men mean-looking and discon- 
tented. 

While at St. John's, I made many efforts to 
find out the causes of their stagnation and iH 
feeling, but it was vain. They acknowledged that 
diey had no taxes, that land was cheap, that 
Montreal was an excellent market for their pro- 
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duce, that no laws pressed upon them peculiarly or 
vexatiously. One man, indeed, said that, not being 
able to elect their Governor was a very great 
grievance, and on that account they could not con- 
sider themselves a free people. I suggested to 
him that this grievance, great as it was, need not 
have prevented him from mending his fence, 
through which, whik we were speaking, half-a- 
dozen cattle had entered his field, and were per- 
forming Polkas on his young wheat The fact is, 
that these turbulent mixed breeds are an indolent 
and worthless set of people, wilMng to attribute 
their unprosperous condition to English laws, 
rather than to their own demerits. 

At one time the misuse of ardent spirits was 
very general in Upper Canada, with all its melan- 
choly and disastrous consequences; it cannot be 
said that the evil is cured, but it is, certainly, much 
mitigated, and the consumption, proportionately 
to the population, has been diminishing for some 
years past. At one time, settlements were given to 
a number of disbanded soldiers, with a small com- 
muted allowance for their pensions ; this scheme 
proved eminently imsuccessful : when so many of 
these veterans were in the same neighbourhood, 
their old idle, and, in some cases^ dissipated habits, 
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yfert not likely to be at once abandoned, and the 
dratn-shop became the only prosperous places 
th&ir farms were carelessly and unskilfully deared 
a^d tilled, their little capital soon wasted ; and, in 
k very short time, the great majority of them had 
sold out their land for next to nothing, and were 
wandering about as beggars, thoroughly demo- 
ralized and discontented. 

Old soldiers have generally been foimd to make 
very indifferent settlers, particularly when congre- 
gated ; but there are many pleasing exceptions of 
worthy, loyal, and prosperous men. 

The manner of servants to their masters, and 
of the lower classes generally to their superiors, is 
much the same as in England ; tradespeople, too, 
hold a like relative position. Your bootmaker does 
not consider that it adds to his importance or real 
independence to sit down in your room with his 
hat on, and whistle and spit while he takes your 
measure, as his republican brethren in the United 
States would probably do* I made a small pur- 
chase from a man in a shop at Baltimore, who was 
smoking a cigar, chewing tobacco, and eating a 
peach at the same time ; with so many pleasing 
and interesting occupations, he, of course, had not 
much leisure to spare for civilities to his customer. 

o 3 
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With the exertion of a few of the lowest dass, 
the Canadians are quite free from those very dis- 
agreeable habits whidi are so impleasantly genanal 
among the Americans. Chewing tobacco is not 
the &shion, and they reserve their saliva for c^ier 
purposes than those of a prcgectile nature. Thar 
manners, customs, and dress, are those of l&agland, 
not of America ; and in this there is a bond of 
union and sympathy, of which all astute politicians 
admowledge the strength and value. 

We may divide the political (pinions of the 
people of Canada, as now represented in tiieir 
Provindal Parliament, into four principal sections : 
first the Upper Canada Consoratives, who had 
been formerly altogether dominant in their own 
}»*ovince, and went by the name of the Family 
Compact. Secondly, the Upper Canada Reformers, 
under the old system virtually excluded from €^&oe. 
Thirdly, the Fr^ch Canadians, the principals in 
the late troubles, strongly opposed to the union, 
which has weakened their power, Fourth^, the 
Lower Canadian English, now become mare influ- 
ential in the United Parliament. It would be 
difficult to point out any one of these parties free 
from the love of place and patronage, or fit)m a 
factious spirit ; the anxiety for govatiment employ- 
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ments is very great, and considerable sacrifices of 
prejudices are sometimes made to obtain or keep 
them. The struggle for pkce is even keener than 
at home, and, in proportion to the smallness of the 
ol^ect, and of the field in whidi it is to be won, 
there is less of dignity in the pursuit. 

The Legislature consists of two houses, the 
L^slative Council, and the L^islative Assembly. 
The members of the first are appointed for life by 
the Crown, but have themselves the power of 
resigning ; they are chosen from among those of 
tiie inhabitants of the county the most conspicuous 
for character, intelligence, and wealth, and are now 
by no means liouted to any particular party. They 
are thirty-four in number at present, eighteen being 
resident in Upper, and fourteen in Lower Canada ; 
ten members constitute a house for the despatch of 
business; thdr fimctions in the state correspond 
vary nearly with those of the House of Lords in 
!&^;land, but the Bishops are not included among 
its members. 

The Legislative Assembly consists of ei^ty- 
four members, half fi'om each province ; they are 
elected by the people. A freehold of forty shillings 
yearly value, or the payment of ten pounds rent 
ahnually, is the qualification for voters, which, in 
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point of fact, amounts to almost universal suffrage* 
one out of six in the whole population having the 
power of voting : generally, however, but a smafl 
portion exercise this privily ; the r^istratiim is 
said to be v^ loose and imperfect. The L^isla* 
tive Assembly is chosen for four years, but is at 
any time Kable to be dissolved by the Govmagr's 
authority. The members receive fifteen shillings a 
day indemnity for their time devoted to the public 
service, and ^ shilling a mile travelling expenses ; 
a qualification of landed property to the value of 
five hundred pounds is necessary to retain a seat 
in the House. 

The Executive Council, or ministry, consists of 
seven oflScials, who p«form all the duties of 
administration, under the Governor. It is the aim 
of a powerfiil party in the province to make this 
body practically responsible to the House of As- 
sembly, as the ministry m England is to the 
House of Commons, and that tiiey should possess 
the whole patronage and control of their separate 
departments. In the present House of AssemUy, 
the government or conservative party numbers 
about forty members; the French Canadian twenty- 
seven, the Upper Canada Reformers ei^t; the 
rest are doubtful. The opposition is composed of 
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the second and third of these sections, with occa* 
aonally some of the doubtful ; but, to say truth, 
thei'e is now but little ground for division, except 
whether this or that party shall receive the emolu- 
ments of office: there is no great question on 
which they come into collision ; that of Responsible 
Government is at rest as long as the ministers dis- 
approving of it, have, as at present, an efficient 
majority in the House of Assembly. 

In the debates which have taken place during 
this present Session, a highly loyal and satisfactory 
spirit has appeared among all parties in reference 
to our difficult relations with the United States. 
The leader of the Upper Canada Reformers ex- 
pressed himself to the eflfect that, " The Americans 
will be altogether mistaken if they suppose that 
political differences in Canada arise from any sym- 
pathy with them or their institutions ; we have our 
quarrels, but we are perfectly well able to settle 
them among ourselves, and will not suffer their in- 
terference." One of the most influential French 
Canadians, in speaking of a bill introduced for re- 
organising the militia, said, "My countrymen 
would be the first to rush to the frontier and joy- 
fully oppose their breasts to the foe ; and the last 
shot fired on this continept in the defence of the 
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Britkh Crown, will be by the hand of a Frendi 
Canadian : we are by habit, feding, and rdigkHi, 
monarchists and cons^ratives/' This militia b31 
has been judiciously referred to a committee com- 
posed of men of various race and opinions, who 
will popularize its provisions without impairing its 
e6iciency. All psffties appear sincerely anxious to 
make this important force as effective as pos^ble, 
and at the same time naturally desire a fair share 
of its patronage. 

Perhaps the political state of Canada was never 
so satisfactory as at present: the opposition is 
utterly at a loss for any monster grievance to stir 
men's minds ; the masses are contented, and now 
wise enough to know how injurbus their fonner 
dissensions were. In the Parliament, elected by 
nearly universal suffrage, the tone is decidedly con- 
servative, and it is almost unanimous in expres- 
sions of loyalty to the Crown, and regard for 
British connection. The debates are g^tterally 
carried on with great propriety, and there are 
several very good speakers, and valuaUe men of 
business. 

There is no doubt that great good to Canada 
has been the ultimate effect of the rebellion, though 
productive at the time of so much suffering and 
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loss of life ; the discontented and turbulent found 
out their weakness, the well disposed their strength. 
Sir Francis Head's daring policy of trusting alto- 
gether to the loyalty of the people, and sending 
away the soldiery, was most happy in its conse- 
quences. It is evident to aU that since then a 
better and more confident spirit animates the men 
of Upper Canada ; indeed, subsequently to Macken- 
zie's discomfiture at Toronto, very few British sub- 
jects joined the invading sympathizers. 

In Lower Canada the numbers implicated in the 
troubles proved to be very small, compared to the 
masses of the population. The attention of the 
Home Government has been, since these events, 
much more actively engaged with this coimtry; 
many real grievances have been removed; great 
sums advanced for public works, the union eflfected, 
and, though some still complain, it is acknowledged 
by aQ parties that there is a great improvement in 
the mode of distributing the provincial patronage. 
This last always has been — and always will be a 
very tender point in Canada, and it is, certainly, 
but right that all oflices in the colony, that of the 
Governor and his personal stafl^, of course, excepted, 
should be exclusively filled by the inhabitants of 
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the province, and with as fair a proportion with 
regard to race as circumstances may admit of. 

It would also be highly politic to strengthen the 
tie of affection between the mother coimtry and the 
colony by more frequently bestowing naval and 
military appointments among the people of ihe 
latter who may be properly qualified for them, as 
also the titles and honorary marks of royal fitvour, 
suitable to the merits and services which might be 
brought under notice. The gallant De Salaberry 
was surely worthy of such reward, and he by no 
means stood alone. There could also be found 
men, who fk>m their civil services, fortunes, and 
social position, have claim amply sufficient to 
justify the bestowal of the junior grades of heredi- 
tary rank. At this present time there is not a 
Peer resident in this country, and but two Ba- 
ronets. 

With regard to the people, I believe there is 
none in the world so lightly taxed, or more free, to 
the fullest extent of rational liberty ; the legidation 
with regard to the titles of land is peculiarly 
favourable to them ; when they settle as tenants 
on an estate they can at any time oblige the land- 
lord to sell them their holding, if they can produce 
the purchase-money, and this, with common in- 
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dustry and prudence^ they may very soon accumu- 
late from the produce of their farms. 

Among the Americans, in discussing the subject 
of a war with England, it is very usual to hear it 
asserted that, with twenty or thirty thousand 
mSitia, Canada could be overrun in a few weeks ; 
and this ignorant belief causes many to long for the 
opportunity of this easy but glorious conquest 
They should be informed that any hopes founded 
on the state of things in the last war will prove 
fiJlacious. In 1812, Upper Canada was a thinly 
peopled country and a wilderness, occupied by a rude 
race oi poor and ignorant labourers, who furnished 
but indiff^^nt materiel for soldiers, and were with- 
out a dass qualified to act as officers. Since then, 
numerous immigrants of afar better dasshave joined 
the original inhabitants, indudinga very large pro- 
portion of retired officers of the army and navy, who 
have received grants of land fix)m the government 
Within the last twenty years, several entire Scottish 
dans, under their chiefs — McNabs, Glengaries, and 
others, worthy of their warlike ancestors, have 
migrated hither. Hardy and faithful men from 
the stem hills of Ulster, and fiery but kind-hearted 
peasants from the South of Irdand, with sturdy, 
honest yeomen from Yorkshire and Cimiberland, 
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have fixed their names in the Canadian forests : 
these immigrants, without losing their love and 
reverence for the Crown and Laws of their native 
country, have become attached to then* adc^ted 
land, where tbm stake is now fixed, and are ready 
to defend their |Ht)p^ties and ihek government 
against any foreign invasion or domestic treason. 

When the war of 1812 commenced, there were 
in the whole of Canada only four regiments of 
regular mfantry, and four companies of artillery, 
numbmng altogether less than two thousand four 
hundred men. But hbtory t^ us how disastrous 
were the results to the invaders even when opposed 
to so feeble a force ; the siurender of General Hull 
with his whole anny and the territory of Michigim 
— the defeat at Chiystler's fiirm — the rout and 
slaughter at Queenston with the eaptin-e of half the 
assailants. But, in those days, the same false ideas 
of the facility of the conquest of Canada were held 
by the great mass of the Americans, as those 
which delude them at the present day. However, 
the necessity of great sacrifices and severe suffering 
soon brought on a more just and sober view of the 
question, as no doubt would be the case again. 

The British government, determined to preserve 
this colony in the event of a war, has been at a 
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great expense for the last quarter of a century in im- 
proving its def(^[ices and military communications. 
Quebec has been placed, as far as human skill is 
capaUe, beyond the chances of American war. 
Works of strength and importance have be^i 
erected on the island near Montreal, and others are 
now in preparation ; from the improvement of 
roads, and steam-boats, a large force could be col- 
lected to defend them at a very fthort notice. 
Kingston is secure in its martello towers, and pre- 
sent fcotifications against anything but the syste- 
inatic attack of a large regular army, supported by 
an overpowering naval force. Toronto would prove 
defensible against militia, and a serious obstacle 
even to trained troops. Along the frontier of 
Lower Canada are several works which would also 
embarrass the advance of an invading army. 

There are at present in Canada seven companies 
of artillery, eleven regiments of infantry, three 
troops of excellent provincial cavalry, and a negro 
company of a hundred men on the frontier ; be- 
tween seven and eight thousand eflfective men in 
all, nearly as large a force in regular troops as the 
whole army of the United States. The nominal 
strength of the Canadian militia is about one hun- 
dred and forty thousand men, being the whole of 
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the population capable of bearing arms ; one-foor& 
of these might be made active and effectual, witb^ 
out putting a stop to the various industrial pursuita 
of the country; numb^^ of the retired cifeers 
would be able and willing to command these; 
several thousand non-commissioned officers-— «rms, 
ammunition, clothing and pay, can be readily sup- 
plied from England ; and the arsenals of Canada 
are ah*eady sufficiently supplied with artillery of afi 
kinds, carnages, and equipment, for the commence- 
ment of a war. From tiiese few statements as to 
the position of the coimtry, even unaided by tro<^ 
from England, it may be seen that the pres^it 
popular notion prevailing in the United States of 
an easy Canadian conquest is undoubtedly a blind 
and fallacious one. 

In the late war, the strength of the Britbh 
power was employed in the Peninsula, the East and 
West Indies, Africa, and Sardinia. Her navy had 
to blockade nearly all the principal ports and rivers 
of Europe, she was compelled to keep fleets in the 
Mediterranean and Baltic seas, in the Pacific Ocean 
and off the coast of India : at no paiod of her 
history had she such limited means to spare for a 
struggle on the American Continent. 

At this present moment, her position is exactly 
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the reverse of what it then was : she is in close and 
intimate relations of friendship with the European 
powers, and sympathized with by all in her stand 
against the grasping policy of her republican off- 
spring. The almost miraculous victories of 
Ferozeshah and Sobraon, have rivalled the glonfes 
of Maoedon, and given peace to her Indian empire, 
with an incalculable increase of moral power over 
the hundred millions of its inhabitants. Forty 
thousand splendid troops and a magnificent artillery 
are ready at a day's notice in the British islands, 
burning with military ardour, and flushed with the 
triumphs of their brethren in the East ; while an 
organized militia and ten thousand effective pen- 
sioners, are prqmred to take their place in the 
towns and garrisons at home. 

A dozen line of battle ships can leave her ports 
in a few hours, and more than one hundred armed 
steamers bear her flag ; the greater niunber of these 
could reach the Western Lakes, and at once estab- 
lish her superiority there. The excitement of 
war, and the splendid prospects of prize money 
would speedily attract into the naval service as 
many as could be required, of the two himdred 
thousand merchant seamen registered as belonging 
to her marine. 
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A distinguisbed American general officer, of 
great experioioe in the wars of this continent, 
lately stated it as his opinion, that any attempt to 
invade Canada with less than a himdred thousand 
men would prove a fiailure ; one half of these, at 
least, to be regular troops, accompanied by a 
large park of artillery and backed by the command 
of the Lakes. This estimate may appear large 
to his countrymen, but I am convinced it i& even 
insuffident. If a war be once fairly commenced, 
the Americans will be under the necessity of 
employing an enormous military force ; the number 
of men necessary for the defence of the whole 
Atlantic coast will far exceed that required f(»* the 
invasion of Canada; as New York, Boston, and 
the southern seaports would all be threatened by 
British fleets. 

In sudi case, no calculation could be founded on 
the number of men to be obtained from these 
maritime States, for aU would be required at 
home; therefore the force to cross the St. Law- 
raoce must be raised exclusively from the Western 
Country, Vermont, and New Hampshire. Canada 
then, if invaded at all, will give abundant emjdoy- 
meait to these levies ; the Atlantic States will be hard 
pressed to defend their coasts ; while the terrors 
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of insurrection, and the invasion of black troc^ 
from the West Indies will paralyse the south. This 
war with England, so ignorantly and flippanttly 
talked of, will be no gentle tourney ; all other fwr- 
suits and occupations of the people must yield to 
it; the conscription must allow no exception or 
relaxation ; commerce and their merchant navy 
must be sacrificed ; an enormous debt and weight 
of taxation incurred; with the imminent risk of 
national bankruptcy and the dissolution of the 
Union. 

Mexico burns for revenge; at the first favourable 
moniient, her wild and reckless population will 
swarm into the south-western States ; backed by 
England, with British officers, ammunition, and 
money, the coast protected by her fleets, the council 
directed by her wisdom — even this lost and ruined 
republic would prove a dangerous fo^. There is 
yet another race who hate these grasping citizens 
of the United States with an imdying hatred; 
feeble and unmanageable in any combined action 
as they are, and incapable of making permanent 
impression — nevertheless those who have intruded 
on the territory of those wild men, who are thinly 
scattered along a frontier of civilization of thou- 
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sands of miles, know how to dread the horrors of 
an Indian war. 

I have attempted to shew that England's means 
of defending Canada are amply sufficient for any 
emergency ; but the desire to exercise these means 
would probably only last so long as her protection 
was sought for by the people of the country, and 
the connecting tie as was mutually advantageous. 
It would be neither policy nor interest to retain 
forcible possession of a discontented, mutinous, and 
unprofitable province. But a wise and generous 
government will prevent the possible occurrence of 
such a state of things ; judicious arrangements of 
commercial intercourse will secure some of the 
strongest feelings of the human mind in favour of 
the connection, and a liberal and enlightened policy, 
creating a spirit of attachment to, and confidence 
in British rule, will enlist the noblest and warmest 
sympathies also in the cause. 

I shall speak more fully in another place of 
the proposed railroad fi-om Halifax to Quebec, 
and its surely beneficial effects to these provinces. 
When it is accomplished, with its extension to 
Toronto, and even Sandwich, on one side, and the 
extremity of the Golden Horn of Cape Breton on 
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the other, grand and gigantic as the scheme may 
appear, it is one by no means improbable or even 
remote; I should rejoice to see all the British 
North Ammcan possessions, Newfoundland in- 
cluded, united under a central colonial govern- 
ment, and represented in a common legislature; 
each, however, still retaining its own assemblies for 
local and particular purposes. 

It would have the effect of nationalizing " Eng- 
land in the New World,** as distinct from 
Alnerica. Plans for mutual advantage and assist- 
ance between the provinces could be more readily 
and efficiently carried out ; the separate and French 
feeling of a considerable portion of the ipeople would 
be weakened, if not in their own hearts, at least in 
it3 evil influences on the country ; the loyalty of 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, the energy and 
activity of Upper Canada, would act on each other 
with reciprocal improvement ; then additional con- 
fidence and self-respect would be felt by the 
inhabitants of what would have become a powerful 
and important State ; and the secondary condition 
of scattered colonies merge into the dignity of a 
united nation. 

With more than two millions of people, a vast 
territory, admirable intercommunication, varied 
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and inexhaustible resources, and the military 
support and protection of the mother country, this 
British America would not yield in importance to 
the gigantic but imwieldy and disjointed Republic 
itself. The principle of government in these united 
provinces should be, as much as possible, centraliza- 
tion, in order to break or smooth down the 
differences of origin and local feeling ; a perfectly 
free Legislative Assembly, with a vigorous and 
judicious executive, patronage feirly distributed and 
scrupulously confined to the people of the countly, 
a liberal but not extravagant distribution of 
honours for civil and other services and merits, 
the perfect independence of the judicial bench, aad 
the Legislative Council beyond the popular control, 
but at the same time as little as possible under the 
influence of the prerogative. 

It would be diflicult to decide whether Montreal 
or Quebec is better fitted for the future metropolis 
of such a country. Montreal stands in a rich^ 
district, has better and more general communica- 
tions, a much more convenient river firontage, and, 
fi-om the level nature of its site, allows of greater 
regularity in building and an unlimited extension ; 
it is also one-fifth more populous and undeniably 
the handsomer and more thriving city of the two. 
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The objections are that it is not central, and what 
is much more important — that it is unpleasantly 
near the frontier of the United States, and from the 
constant and easy commutiication with them, more 
liable to the influences of their ideas and example ; 
besides, in case of collision between the two coun- 
tries, it is the first point of attack that presents 
itself, and, as a military position, is diflicult of 
defence. The occupation of the capital by a hostile 
force is at all times a "heavy blow and great 
discouragement'* to a people. 

Quebec would be nearer the centre of the great 
line of railroad and water communication; its 
intercourse is much more intimate with England 
than with the United States ; and it is safe from 
even the apprehension of being overrun by an 
enemy's army ; on the plains of Abraham, beyond 
the suburbs of St. Roch, and on the northern bank 
of the river St. Charles, is ample space for any re- 
quisite extension : a tract of sand, dry at low water, 
stretching into the basin of the river St. Lawrence, 
might very easily be reclaimed to continue the 
, Lower Town for a considerable extent as a river 
frontage, which would at the same time improve 
and deepen the channel of St. Charles. Altoge- 

p 2 
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ther, from the political and military advantages of 
the position, Quebec appears preferable. 

Many wise and worthy peojde may suspect a 
danger in thus strengthening into a naticm these 
detached colonies, and quote with uneasiness tiie 
case of the States of America when they met in 
Congress at Philadelphia. But their case was, in 
reality, widely different, they had been suffmng for 
years under certain wrongs and injuries inflicted by 
a despotic and feeble government; the rare and 
difficult commimication between them and England 
weakened the ties of interest and identity, and 
increased their chances of success in opposition; 
the profligate administration of patronage, the 
careless and contemptuous system of colonial ma- 
nagement, stirred up a resistance amimg them 
which there were neither energy nor resources to 
overcome. But now each day brings England and 
her American children into closer and more familiar 
relation. English prices raise or depress their 
markets; her population supplies vigorous rdai- 
forcements to that of these provinces ; her victories 
spread rejoicing and honest pride among her western 
people;— her difficulties fling their shadows even 
over the sunny banks of the St. Lawrence. 
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There are two great tendencies constantly at 
work in these colonies — one to make them British, 
the other American. Ten years ago the current 
fevoured the latter, now, it runs strongly for the 
former; we should foster it, train it, honour it; 
not by unnatural and unhealthy enactments in 
favour of some pet portion of their commerce, not 
by lavish expenditure on works of little importance 
and enormous difficulty — ^but we should foster it in 
justice — train it in justice — honour it in justice — : 
" do to them as we would be done by." 

The tendency towards America is a rank and 
noisome weed ; it grows up in coarse luxiuiance 
among the profligate and discontented, through 
the mongrel population of the Richelieu and the 
borders of the eastern townships. In the villages 
of the Niagara district, where neglected advantages 
and dissolute morals have brought on premature 
decay — there it flourishes, there is its strength; 
among such will it find sympathy. 

But among the worthy, the educated, and the 
prosperous, lies the strength of the tendency to 
England. The more respectable of the ministers 
of religion, whatever its form or creed ; the wealthy 
and intelligent merchants, the influential country 
gentlemen; these form a strong connecting link. 
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But, most of ally the honest emigrant draws dose 
the bond between the fatherland and his adopted 
soil ; he perhaps has already half won the prize of 
competence in this new coimtry, but still keeps 
treasured in the warmest place in his heart, the 
memory of his early home— of the blessed village 
church hallowed for centuries by the prayers of the 
good and faithful of his people, and of that holy 
spot beside its walls where the grass grows green 
over his father's grave. 
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